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INTRODUCTION 


The investigation whose results are here set forth 
had its origin in the work of the Commission on Country 
Life. The study of rural conditions conducted by the 
commission emphasized the importance of the country 
church as nothing else has done, and led at once to the 
inquiry whether in size and power it is growing or de- 
clining, and whether it is doing effectually the work 
which belongs to it. That inquiry could not be answered 
merely by collecting opinions. Many men whose con- 
clusions were entitled to respect were found to believe 
that the country church was losing its hold upon the 
people and failing to fill the place it ought to occupy. 
Others whose judgment was equally entitled to consider- 
ation maintained that far from failing to perform its 
mission, the country church was as prosperous and 
efficient in rural communities as the city church in the 
towns, and that no extraordinary or unusual need 
could be shown for its improvement. 

There is no single factor in the advancement of right- 
eousness and civilization which can be more influential 


and effective than the country church. Therefore the 
vii 
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sharp divergence of opinion as to its working condi- 
tion, among men who ought to know, called for prompt 
and serious attention, and all the more because these 
differences often concerned the same States, the same 
counties, and even the same rural communities. Since 
authorities disagreed it was obvious that the first step 
toward solving the problem of the country church must 
be to learn the facts about its past and present condi- 
tion, its needs, and the needs of the people whom it 
serves. 

Only a little study of existing records was required 
to show that these facts had never been brought to- 
gether and that an investigation was badly needed. 
Accordingly, the present study of the country church 
was planned during a series of conferences between 
Charles Otis Gill and the writer of this preface, be- 
ginning in the summer of 1909. It was based on the 
evident proposition that the first step is to establish 
the facts, and that the remedy cannot be found until 
the true nature of the difficulty has been disclosed, and 
it proceeds on the theory that exact results are more im- 
portant than generalizations less firmly established. 

In order to be thorough the investigation was thus 
undertaken within an area no larger than two counties, 


one in Vermont, the other in New York. The facts it 
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presents were ascertained, and are here given, in some 
detail, and the effort is made to let them speak for 
themselves, with as little explanation or comment as 
the nature of the case will allow. 

The shares taken by Mr. Gill and myself in the work 
were as follows: Both were concerned in the preparation 
of the general plan. The field work was done entirely 
by Mr. Gill or under his immediate supervision, and 
the method of ascertaining the facts needed to compare 
past and present church attendance and expenditures 
was developed entirely by him. He also worked up 
in the office the results of his studies in the field. Dur- 
ing the progress of the work my part was that of ad- 
viser, and I am responsible for the final revision of the 
manuscript for the press. 

Mr. Gill’s peculiar fitness for the work of this investi- 
gation arises in part from his long and intimate per- 
sonal acquaintance with the problem of country life. 
For fifteen years he has been a country minister. One 
of his tasks was to establish a church in a country com- 
munity in Vermont which had been without one for 
more than twenty years. When Mr. Gill came to it, 
the moral and social laxity of the whole community 
was flagrant. Disbelief in the existence of goodness 


appeared to be common, public disapproval of inde- 
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cency was timid or lacking, and religion was in general 
disrepute. Not only was there no day of worship, but 
also no day of rest. Life was mean, hard, small, selfish, 
and covetous. Land belonging to the town was openly 
pillaged by the public officers who held it in trust; real 
estate values were low; and among the respectable 
families there was a general desire to sell their property 
and move away. 

Then a church was organized. The change which 
followed was swift, striking, thorough, and enduring. 
The public property of the town, once a source of graft 
and demoralization, became a public asset. The value 
of real estate increased beyond all proportion to the 
general rise of land values elsewhere. In the decade 
and a half which has elapsed since the church began its 
work, boys and girls of a new type have been brought up. 
The reputation of the village has been changed from bad 
to good, public order has greatly improved, and the 
growth of the place as a summer resort has begun. It 
is fair to say that the establishment of the church under 
Mr. Gill began a new era in the history of the town. 

It was with such a record of practical success in 
the country church that Mr. Gill undertook the study 
whose results are here set down. 


GIFFORD PINCHOT. 
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THE COUNTRY CHURCH 


I 
RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION 


THE COUNERY CHURCH 


I. THE NEED OF FACTS 


The ability of a nation to maintain the integrity and 
vigor of its rural population is the real test of its vi- 
tality. It was to the decadence of country life, not of 
city life, that the fall of Rome was due; and it is the 
rush of the best people of the country to the town that 
to-day presents the fundamental question of rural life 
as affecting the welfare of the whole nation. 

The rapid growth of our cities has brought us two 
great sets of problems: — the first concerned with the 
social and industrial conditions of city life; the second 
with the country, both for its own sake and as the 
source from which the city draws not only its supplies 
of the raw materials of food, clothing, and shelter, but 
also the vigorous manhood and womanhood from which 
its power is chiefly derived. The removal of the best 
young people from the country to the city necessarily 
produces a decline in the quality of the country popula- 


tion which must be followed by a decline in its social 
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and industrial life. This in its turn accentuates the rel- 
ative attractiveness of the cities, and so the evil grows. 

Among the institutions available for the great task 
of restoring country life to its proper and necessary 
place in the life of the nation, the country church holds 
or should hold the commanding place. It should vi- 
talize all th€ forces of education, experience, and social 
and industrial organization for the general good. It 
has done so in the past, and it can do so again. His- 
torically the country church has exerted a-determining 
influence upon the religious, moral, and social life of 
rural communities in the United States during whole 
periods in our national development. This was no- 
tably true during the century which followed the land- 
ing of the Pilgrims in New England. 

At times not only the intellectual and moral leader- 
ship, but the agricultural and industrial leadership as 
well, have belonged to the country church, and it has 
been the most important agency in promoting civiliza- 
tion in rural life. This is no longer entirely true. From 
being an active uplifting force it has become a conserv- 
ing influence merely. What the rural church is now 
doing cannot be measured by positive advance, but 
only by the amount of deterioration which it helps to 


prevent. This is a condition that cannot lightly be 
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suffered to continue. The country church must be 
restored to its old-time vitality and influence as an in- 
dispensable condition of the revival and continuance 
of a wholesome life in the open country. The penalty 
for failure to do so will be the continued general de- 
cadence of rural life. 

If, then, the country church is an important institu- 
tion, whose prosperity is essential to the welfare of 
country people and yet is in question, its situation 
when this study was begun called for investigation: 

First, because knowledge of the facts must precede 
knowledge of the best way to meet them. No investi- 
gation of the facts of rural life could be complete with- 
out a knowledge*of the country church. Any survey 
of rural life would be fatally defective if it failed to 
include a study of the country church, and any study 
of the country church which treated it merely as one 
of many things to be investigated would not be thor- 
ough enough to meet the actual needs of the present 
situation. 

Second, because available statistics as to the condi- 
tion of the country church were found to be misleading, 
inconclusive, or altogether lacking. The facts as to 
membership, expenditures, and income needed to be 


understood with a degree of exactness which was 
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not possible in the absence of an investigation such 
as is here described. 

Third, because there was no general consensus of 
opinion as to the actual condition of the country church, 
or as to the causes which operate upon it. 

An effort to learn the condition of the country church 
from the best known authorities established at once 
their failure to agree as to the facts, while the difference 
of opinion as to remedies required was equally radical. 
Pastors of successful and influential churches were 
found to believe, as a rule, that all was well. Some of 
their parishioners agreed with them. Pastors of un- 
successful churches and members of country churches 
generally held the opposite view. Officials of home 
missionary societies were usually confident of the 
flourishing condition of the country church, while 
officers of the Y. M. C. A. were equally firm in the con- 
trary opinion. Some who held that the country church 
was losing ground attributed its retreat to economic 
conditions, others to racial decline, still others saw in 
it the result of an inferior ministry, while some assigned 
as its cause a general lapse in religious faith. The reme- 
dies proposed were equally various. 

This disagreement as to the facts and the needs has 


made it impossible for the church generally to realize 
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that the condition of the country church constitutes 
an emergency, and thus has altogether prevented con- 
certed action to meet the actual situation. No effect- 
ive united action in favor of the rural church can be 
expected until the essential facts as to its condition and 


its necessities have been established beyond dispute. 


2. THE PLAN OF THE INVESTIGATION 


To ascertain whether the country church is increasing 
or decreasing in effectiveness, a basis of comparison 
between its present and its past conditions must be 
found. This basis should be of such a character as will 
show not only the relation between the present and past 
of the church itself, but also between present and past 
conditions in the community of which the church forms 
a part. The church does not exist for itself; it is an 
agency for the service of social needs, and must not 
be considered as though it stood alone. The im- 
portant question is how effectively it produces re- 
sults. 

Any attempt to answer this question for the whole 
country church at once would necessarily result in 
mere generalities. Hence it was decided to limit the 


inquiry to a single county at a time, and thus make 
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possible a knowledge of the situation sufficiently de- 
tailed and exact to supply a sound foundation upon 
which conclusions might safely rest. 

The first county chosen was Windsor County, Ver- 
mont. It was selected because it is typical of agri- 
cultural New England, and because Mr. Gill was al- 
ready well enough known to its people to make them 
willing to céoperate with him in the difficult early stages 
of the work. Tompkins County, New York, was chosen 
next, because its northern and southern portions are 
representative of large areas in northern and southern 
New York, and because a careful agricultural survey 
of the county by the Agricultural College of Cornell 
University had just been completed. — 

The natural question to ask first was: How effective 
is the church in the lines of activity upon which the 
church itself places most emphasis? 

All doubt as to what these lines of activity are was 
removed by obtaining from the ministers of Windsor 
and Tompkins counties answers to printed questions 
and by personal interviews with many laymen. The 
church in these counties lays most emphasis upon 
(x) membership, (2) expenditures and activities de- 
pendent upon them, (3) attendance and activities de- 


pendent upon it. The latter includes attendance at 
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Sunday Schools, church societies, and other gatherings 
as well as at regular church services. 

Available statistics for Sunday Schools and young 
people’s societies in the two counties are so incomplete, 
and in many localities so clearly misleading, so different 
from the results of observation and inquiry, that it 
was decided to eliminate them entirely from the stated 
conclusions of the investigation. Nevertheless, such 
facts as could be learned by personal interviews were 
gathered in each county. 

This volume presents the results of a careful study 
of the facts as to gains and losses, over a period of 
twenty years, in attendance, expenditures, and mem- 
bership, first in Windsor County, Vermont, where 
every Protestant Church was covered, and next in 
Tompkins County, New York, where every Protestant 
Church outside of the city and township of Ithaca was 
included. Certain other facts necessary for an under- 
standing of these results are presented also. 

The specific points upon which information was gath- 
ered were as follows: 

1. The changes in church attendance and member- 
ship in twenty years. 

2. The ‘change in contributions, measured both in 


dollars and in purchasing power, in twenty years. 
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3. The change in ministers’ salaries, measured both 
in dollars and purchasing power, in twenty years. 

4. The equipment of ministers for their work. 

5. The effect of too many churches upon the general 
activities and prosperity of the country church. 

6. A comparison of churches in the smaller com- 
munities with the churches in the larger towns and 
villages, and of churches in regions of good soil with 
churches in regions of poor soil. 

7. A special inquiry into the methods of work of the 
more successful churches. 

8. Changes in the population (including Protestants 
and non-Protestants), and in the agricultural and in- 


dustrial conditions of the two counties, in twenty years. 


3- SUMMARY OF RESULTS 


In the investigation thus originated and planned, the 
conclusions from the earlier study in Windsor County 
are confirmed by those of the later study in Tompkins 
County. The results so checked and supported are be- 
lieved to be accurate. If true, they are certainly im- 
portant. They show that in these counties the country 
church has suffered a decline which proves beyond 


question that it is losing its hold on the community. 
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The statistics which were already available at the 
beginning of the investigation did not point to this 
conclusion. Neither did certain preliminary figures 
secured in each county. The actual facts were found 
only after special methods of research had been de- 
vised and applied. These methods are described on 
pages 23 and 24. | 

In making the comparison of conditions at the be- 
ginning of an interval of twenty years and at its end, 
for Windsor County the years 1888 and 1908 were 
chosen; for the later study in Tompkins County the 
years 1890 and 1910. Tompkins County has nine 
townships. Except where otherwise stated, the figures 
for that county do not include the city of Ithaca and 
the township in which it lies, but only the eight rural 
townships of the county. 

To compare expenditures for any two particular 
years twenty years apart might well be misleading, 
because of accidental variations in one or both of the 
years selected. Therefore, figures were gathered for 
two five year periods twenty years apart and the aver- 
age for one period was compared with the average for 
the other. For Windsor County these two periods ran 
from 1885 to 1889 inclusive, and from 1905 to 1909 in- 


clusive. For the later study in Tompkins County, 
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the periods 1886 to 1890 inclusive and 1906 to 1910 in- 
clusive were chosen. 

The principal facts developed by the investigation 
are briefly as follows: 

Church membership in Windsor County increased 
in the twenty years 4 per cent, and in Tompkins County 
2 percent. These figures on their face point to hopeful 
conclusion concerning the churches, which further study 
shows to be unwarranted. One of the important re- 
sults of the investigation was to show the wholly mis- 
leading character of statistics of membership as a meas- 
ure of vitality for the churches in Windsor and Tomp- 
kins counties. The truth of this statement appears 
the moment we compare membership with expenditures 
measured in purchasing power and with attendance. 

When expressed in dollars, the expenditures of the 
churches in Windsor County increased 23 per cent, 
and in Tompkins County 7 per cent in the twenty years. 
But when measured in purchasing power, or in their 
ability to produce results, church expenditures in Wind- 
sor County declined 2 per cent, and in Tompkins 
County 9 per cent in the twenty years. This decline is 
still more significant when it is contrasted with the 
rapidly increasing scale of expenditures in nearly all 


departments of human life, and with the further fact 
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that in the two counties there is a general feeling of 
good will toward the churches, which results in money 
contributions for their support by those who are iden- 
tified with them in no other way. In Windsor County, 
also, important contributions are made to the churches 
by summer residents and by non-residents. 

The churches of both counties are giving less and less 
pay to their ministers. Reckoned in dollars, there was 
an increase of 16 per cent in Windsor County, while 
in Tompkins County the increase was less than 1 
per cent. Reckoned in purchasing power, less real 
pay was given in each county during the second period 
than in the first. The amount of real pay declined 7 
per cent in Windsor and nearly 16 per cent in Tompkins 
County. In Windsor County 64 per cent and in Tomp- 
kins County 72 per cent of the ministers were receiving 
less real pay in the second period than were their pred- 
ecessors in the first period. In Windsor County 34 
out of 53 ministers, and in Tompkins County 21 out of 
29 ministers received in purchasing power smaller 
salaries than those of twenty years before. 

In view of such facts as these it is but natural that in 
both counties the educational equipment of the minis- 
try should be inadequate to meet the needs of the 
present day. In Windsor County 75 per cent and in 
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Tompkins County 85 per cent of the ministers have 
never had a full course of seven years’ preparation in col- 
lege and theological seminary. In both counties the 
proportion of ministers who are foreign born is so great 
as to raise the question whether enough American 
young men enter the rural ministry. In Windsor 
County 25 per cent, and in Tompkins County 33 per 
cent are either foreign born or sons of foreign born, yet 
in both of these counties the Protestant population is of 
nearly pure American stock. 

But it is neither membership nor expenditures, but 
attendance, which furnishes the best measure of the 
hold of the church upon its people. 

It is true that attendance at Sunday worship is not 
the main object of the Christian religion. Neverthe- 
less, there is no other index of the place of the church 
in the life of the people so reliable as the attendance. 
Our investigation has abundantly confirmed the truth 
of this statement. Men and women go to church be- 
cause it is their duty or because they want to. In 
either case, it is the hold of the church and what the 
church stands for which supplies the motive power, 
Church attendance in Windsor County fell off in 
twenty years nearly 31 per cent, and in Tompkins 
County 33 per cent. Making allowances for the de- 
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cline in Protestant population, the loss in Windsor 
County was more than 2g per cent, and in Tompkins 
County more than 19 per cent. Furthermore, there is 
evidence that church attendance in Windsor County 
has been declining in relation to membership for fifty 
years. This is doubtless true in Tompkins County 
also, but we lack sufficient records to prove it except 
for the last twenty years. In the twenty year period 
in Windsor County, out of 49 churches for which the 
facts were learned as to both attendance and mem- 
bership, it was found that in no less than 37 the at- 
tendance had declined in proportion to membership, 
while in Tompkins County out of a total of 36 churches 
all but two were similarly affected, so that in the two 
counties together the attendance declined in propor- 
tion to membership in 71 churches out of 85. 

But the situation is more serious than even these 
facts would lead us to suppose. The investigation shows 
that the condition of the churches in the strictly rural 
districts is very much worse than in the large villages, 
although there is reason to fear that in a decade or two 
the condition of the churches in these larger communi- 
ties also will become acute. 

In Tompkins County there is a gain in the churches 


of the larger villages of 9 per cent in membership, a 
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gain of 8 per cent in expenditures reckoned in purchas- 
ing power, and a loss of only 12 per cent in attendance, 
while in the churches of the smaller communities there 
is a loss of 3 per cent in membership, 20 per cent in 
expenditures, and 4o per cent in attendance. In the 
strictly rural districts in Windsor County there is a 
loss in church attendance of no less than 53 per cent. 
In a very large part of the churches of both counties, 
the congregations have been decreasing so rapidly 
and are now so small as to make the conditions and 
prospects most disheartening to the church-going 
people. 

Statisticians do not commonly make distinctions be- 
tween the two classes of communities here considered. 
Thus in the figures of the United States Census, towns 
of less than 2,500 inhabitants are grouped with the 
strictly rural districts. It is evident, therefore, that 
the country church problem and the country life prob- 
lem for the area investigated is far more acute than 
statistical data would have led us to suppose. 

In both counties the church encounters little or no 
hostility, and in most communities enjoys the more 
or less passive good will of the people. Yet it has been 
losing in prestige and influence, while the persons iden- 
tified with the church as a rule constitute a less influen- 
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tial part of the population than was the case twenty 
years ago. 

The great decline in church attendance in the open 
country is the most alarming fact developed by the 
investigation. 

Important evidence was found to show the evil effect 
of over churching. In the smaller communities the 
more numerous the churches the greater the loss in 
attendance in the last twenty years. In the two town- 
ships in Windsor County which had each but one 
church, each of the two has held its own in the twenty 
year period better than the churches in other townships. 

In the smaller villages and open country of Tompkins 
County, in almost every case it is true that each church 
which has a field to itself now prospers better than com- 
petitive churches in other communities. Thus in the 
small communities with only one church there has been a 
loss of total church attendance of 30 per cent in twenty 
years, while in the small communities with two churches 
there was a loss of 50 per cent and where there were 
more than two churches a loss of 55 per cent. 

To sum up: While in the twenty years church ex- 
penditures in the two counties expressed in dollars 
indicated a gain, when expressed in purchasing power 


they showed a loss. While membership was making a 
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trifling gain, church attendance was suffering an alarm- 
ing reduction. In a word, the vitality and power of 


the country church in these two counties is in decline. 


4. CHURCH ATTENDANCE 


Before the present investigation was made there 
existed no considerable amount of recorded evidence 
bearing upon recent changes in church attendance. 
Such records as could be found bear out, however, the 
conclusions reached through the investigation. In 
Vermont, the ministers of such Congregational and 
Baptist Churches as are assisted by their state home 
missionary organizations, commonly count their con- 
gregations and make reports. Of the seven aided Con- 
gregational Churches of Vermont for which there is a 
record of attendance for periods of about twenty years, 
in all but one attendance has fallen off. The loss for 
the seven is from 64 to 45, or an average of 35 per cent. 
The aided Baptist Churches, more than twenty in num- 
ber, are shown by the records to have sustained a loss in 
attendance of 37 per cent in 14 years. 

During the investigation in Windsor County, records 
for counted congregations were secured for 34 different 
churches. Of these only 9 gained in attendance, 
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while 25 lost. Seven of the records do not extend into 
the period of the investigation and may be disregarded. 
Since 1888, or the closest year preceding or following 
that date for which attendance was recorded, the 
records show 4 churches which gained in attendance 
as against 23 which lost. 

Records of church attendance and membership in 
Windsor County were found in considerable number 
for the years 1856 to 1864. During these years the 
average congregation was invariably larger, and as a 
rule very much larger, than the membership. In 1860 
for example, the average membership for 36 Congrega- 
tional Churches was 46, while the average congregation 
was 99, or more than double the membership. In 1865 
the total membership of this denomination for the State 
was 17,136, while the average attendance was 22,274. 
In that year the total Congregational membership in 
Windsor County Association was 2,788, while the 
attendance numbered 3,380. In 1874 the attend- 
ance was less than the membership. In nine years 
attendance had changed from 17 per cent greater than 
membership to 3 per cent less, while in the State the 
corresponding change was from 29 per cent greater to 
6 per cent less. Reports of aided Baptist Churches of 


Vermont from 1886 to 1902 show the same tendency. 
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Records to show a similar state of facts for Tompkins 
County are lacking except for the twenty years covered 
by the investigation, but the belief that the facts are 
the same is practically universal among the old church 
members throughout the county. 

We have seen that out of the 85 churches in the two 
counties the attendance in no less than 71, or 83144 
per cent, has declined in proportion to their member- 
ship. One church in Windsor County with an average 
attendance of 75 had an enrolled membership of 271, of 
whom only 186 were finally found to be living. In an- 
other church the actual count for a period of six months 
showed only 10 per cent of the resident members 
attending church. 

In one community in Tompkins County, where the 
three existing churches taken together are not as strong 
now as any one of them was twenty years ago, the total 
membership has increased 48 per cent, while one of 
these churches, whose average attendance has dwin- 
dled to about 10, and which is about to die, has in- 
creased its members on the rolls 283 per cent in the last 
twenty years, which increase is accompanied by a 
decline in attendance of 69 per cent. 

In 20 out of 23 towns in Windsor County (the 


24th town, Baltimore, has no church), and in all 
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the 8 towns considered in Tompkins County, the loss in 
attendance is greater than the loss in membership, 
while in 19 out of the 23 towns in Windsor County, and 
in a majority of the towns in Tompkins County, the 
membership is increasing while the attendance is falling 
off. 

It has been urged that the discrepancy between mem- 
bership and attendance might be laid to the non- 
attendance of non-resident members, but Table 11 
(page 113) disposes of this contention. Out of 32 
churches in Windsor County for which the necessary 
figures exist there are 26 in which resident membership 
has increased in proportion to attendance, and only 6 in 
which attendance has gained in proportion to resident 
membership. 

It has already been stated that there has been a 
marked decline in church attendance for twenty years 
in both counties, both absolutely and in proportion to 
the Protestant population. It appears now that this 
loss has been in progress for at least fifty years, and 
that the tendency to stay away from church exists not 
only in the community in general but in church mem- 
bers as well. 
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5. A METHOD FOR STUDYING ATTENDANCE 


The method devised by Mr. Gill by which church 
attendance in a given year was compared with church 
attendance twenty years later is set forth in detail in 
Part II (page 97). It was applied first in Windsor 
County for the two years 1888 and 1908. Briefly it 
was as follows: 

In 1888, there were 30,364 Protestant people in 
Windsor County; in 1908, 29,785. From the tax list 
of the county and by other methods, fairly complete 
lists were obtained of all families living in the county in 
1888, and again in 1908. Carefully chosen persons in 
each church were then invited to go over the lists, and 
to record the church-going habits of every member of 
every family in each of the two years. Those who went 
to church were divided into three classes,—occasional 
attendants, who went to church from one-sixth to one- 
third of the time; frequent attendants, who went from 
one-third to two-thirds of the time; and regular attend- 
ants, who went more than two-thirds of the time. 
Through the generous and earnest codperation of several 
hundred people in the county, it was possible to assign 
the whole Protestant church-going population to these 


three classes. 
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While the investigation was in progress records of 
counted congregations were found for 35 churches. By 
the use of these records it became possible to compare 
and check the results of the investigation with actual 
recorded counts in the case of about 4o per cent of 
the churches. Usually the agreement was close. In 
some cases the results of the counts showed a greater 
loss in church attendance than did the investigation, 
while in only two cases did the investigation indicate 
a greater loss than the count, and in both of these the 
differences were very slight. Accordingly it is clear 
that the facts may be worse than the investigation in- 


dicates. They are certainly not better. 


6. COMPARISON OF EXPENDITURES 


It is not sufficient, in making a comparison between 
the expenditures of two periods twenty years apart, to 
ascertain merely the number of dollars contributed 
and spent. This is true for two reasons. First, the 
average expenditures for nearly all purposes have 
greatly increased in the United States since 1888. 
Even when a church spends the same amount now as it 
did twenty years ago, its expenditures, when compared 


with the higher plane of spending on which men live 
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to-day, will have fallen off in spite of the fact that the 
number of dollars remains the same. Second, the 
purchasing power of the dollar now is smaller than it 
was twenty years ago. In order to produce the same 
results the church must spend more money now than 
it did then. 

Prices and the cost of living have risen in twenty 
years. Therefore any instructive comparison between 
church expenditures at the two periods must take into 
account the change in the purchasing power of the dol- 
lar. Hence it became necessary to ascertain the relative 
purchasing power of the dollar in the two years com- 
pared. In order to do so, those items were selected for 
comparison which the reports of the Department of 
Commerce and Labor indicate as most important in 
household expenditure. Accordingly prices were sought 
and found for each of the years on beef steak, ham, salt 
and fresh pork, lamb, chickens, eggs, fish, milk, butter, 
cheese, lard, sugar, potatoes, flour, rice, beans, coffee, 
tea, kerosene, wood, coal, and rent. 

This list was taken into the general stores and meat 
markets of the different townships, old day books and 
ledgers were hunted out, and from them the different 

prices of the articles were ascertained. Rents were 


found from rental values of parsonages and other 
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records. Articles of clothing under the same general 
name were found to be of such different quality and 
price in the same year that it was impossible to make 
‘reliable comparisons. 

For Windsor County, prices were ascertained for any 
one year from 1875 to 1880, any one year from 1880 
to 1884 inclusive; any one year from 1885 to 1889 inclu- 
sive, for 1890, 1893, 1895, 1898, 1900, 1903, 1905, 1908 
and 1909. Fairly complete results were obtained in 20 
out of the 23 townships in which there were churches. 

For Tompkins County prices were ascertained for 
any one year from 1875 to 1879 inclusive; any one year 
from 1880 to 1884; for the years 1886, 1888, 1890, 1893, 
1895, 1898, 1900, 1903, 1905, 1906, 1908, 1909, and 
1910. Nearly complete results were obtained from 
all the 8 townships. 

Having completed the list of prices for the different 
years, the prices of one particular year were taken as 
100, and all prices for other years were reduced to per- 
centages of the prices in that year. Then these per- 
centages were given relative weight in accordance with 
the proportion of the family income spent for each 
article in the average household, as indicated by a report 
of the Department of Commerce and Labor for 1903. 


Since figures for Vermont were not included in this 
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report, those for New Hampshire, which bounds Wind- 
sor County on one side, were used for that county. In 
this way a table was made of the relative cost of living 
in the different years. 

An example will make plain the rest of the process. 
Suppose that a minister’s salary during the first period 
averaged $1,000 a year, and in the second period twenty 
years later averaged $1,200. The cost of living in the 
first period is taken at 100. By comparison, in the 
second period it is found to be 130. The purchasing 
power of the dollar in the first period is taken as 100, 
and in the second it is 100 divided by 130 0r .769. The 
real or purchasing value of the salary, which was $1,000 
in the first period, in the second period would be $1,200 
multiplied by .769, or $922.80. Thus in spite of the 
increase in the number of dollars paid him, the minister 
in the example would actually be poorer in the second 
period than in the first. 

When the results of the price comparisons thus ascer- 
tained were worked out it was found that in the twenty 
towns of Windsor County for which data were available 
the average increase in the cost of living during the 
twenty year period was 24 per cent. The greatest in- 
crease was 48 per cent in the town of Hartford; the 


smallest increase is 7 per cent in the town of Weston. 
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Hartford is at the junction of three railroads, while 
Weston is shut off by hills from railroad communication. 
In Tompkins County the greatest increase was 28 per 
cent in the township of Groton, and the least 14 per 
cent in the townships of Ulysses and Enfield while for 
the county as a whole the increase was 19 per cent. The 
towns of Tompkins County vary less in size and ac- 
cessibility to markets than those of Windsor County, 
which explains the smaller variations in the cost of 


living. 
7. MINISTERS’ SALARIES 


It is unquestionably true that the way to secure a 
country ministry composed of men of character and 
efficiency is to make the work large enough and broad 
enough to attract such men. On the other hand, the 
character and efficiency of the country church will be 
greatly affected by the type of men who enter it. It is 
true that men who are seriously considering the minis- 
try as their profession are not likely to be actuated by 
mercenary motives. Nevertheless a life unduly limited 
on the material side does not attract the best men. 
Moreover, a low standard of pay deters men already in 
the ministry from advising the best young men of their 


parishes to take it up. The same cause has driven 
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many men of intellectual capacity and high character 
out of the ministry in order to secure the necessaries 
of life for their families and themselves. 

More than in former years the ministers of the present 
are dependent on their salaries for their support. In 
the earlier days, when the minister came to the parish 
he was received as a member of an intimate community, 
and the people felt responsible for the supply of his 
needs. When killing animals for food the farmers gave 
him part of the meat. A part of the harvest was his 
also, and money and food supplies came to him in formal 
donations. In Table 39 (pages 186, 187) it is shown 
that “donations” to ministers in one set of churches 
in Tompkins County declined more than 60 per cent in 
twenty years. Reports from other churches point to a 
similar change, as does also the common testimony of 
the older people of the communities investigated. 

In the Baptist Churches in Vermont it was once 
thought improper for ministers to preach for money 
or to take pay for their services. At first this was a 
matter of conscience, later a matter of parsimony. 
Later still the minister came to accept his salary with 
his office as a matter of course. At present, beyond 
paying the amount agreed upon, a parish does not 


ordinarily assume responsibility for the support of its 
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pastor. This may be an improvement on the old way, 
but it can be so only when the minister receives a salary 
of adequate purchasing power. 

The needs of life to-day are greater than those of 
twenty years ago. The general standard of living is 
higher, and men commonly spend more now than they 
did then. The minister needs not only better, and so 
more expensive, preparation, but he needs also more 
books and periodicals. The country minister needs 
money to attend conferences and to keep in touch with 
other ministers and with students of the public welfare. 
The cost of feeding his horse is very much greater than 
it was. He must furnish his own equipment in other 
lines also, and pay for the wear and tear. 

The average minister in Windsor and Tompkins 
counties does not receive a living salary; much less 
does he receive a working salary. It is small wonder 
that those who assist churches in getting their ministers 
report a scarcity of good men available, or that many 
good men have been leaving the ministry who would 
much prefer to stay if they could do so and still support 
their families. One successful minister in Tompkins 
County graduated from a leading Theological Seminary 
in a class of twenty-five. Twenty-five years after 


graduation it was found that only six members of his 


EQUIPMENT OF MINISTERS Saas 


class were still in the ministry. The cause assigned was 
the lack of a living salary. 

The decline in the support of the ministry in Windsor 
and Tompkins counties is so serious a matter that the 
country church problem in this area can not be solved 


without better salaries for the country ministers. 


8. EDUCATIONAL EQUIPMENT OF MINISTERS 


The demands of modern thought call for an educa- 
tional equipment on the part of the ministry far greater 
than has been necessary in the past. It is important 
to know whether the ministers have prepared them- 
selves to meet these demands. Letters inquiring as to 
length and character of courses taken in college and 
seminary were sent to all of the ninety-one ministers of 
the two counties, and answers were received from 
seventy-nine. 

From these answers it appears that only twelve 
ministers in Windsor and Tompkins counties com- 
pleted the regular college and seminary course of seven 
years which a high standard of preparation requires. 
Thirty-four had received either college or seminary 
training, or both together, of from three to six years. 


Ten had taken the course in reading and study pre- 
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scribed by Methodist Episcopal Conferences; while 
forty-seven (or more than half) had received no train- 
ing which could be regarded as adequate for a minister 
of the present day. These forty-seven had received 
less instruction in institutions of learning than the 
least that it is customary for physicians to receive in 
the counties investigated. 

While it may not be possible to say, in any individual 
case, that a fixed amount of training in college and 
seminary is indispensable for good service in the minis- 
try, it is certain that on the average a low standard of 
preparation will produce a low standard of work. In 
the long run the qualities which lead a young man to 
demand for himself a thorough preparation as a student 
will also make him demand of himself a high degree of 
efficiency in his work as a minister. 

Long ago the leaders of modern religious thought 
began to apply the scientific method to their study of 
religion. The readjustment of religious doctrine in 
accordance with the scientific method calls for religious 
teachers of better equipment than we now have in the 
country. The lack of them leads at times to a striking 
discrepancy between what is taught in the country 
churches and what is taught in seminaries and universi- 


ties. This discrepancy in turn leads to confusion and 
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misapprehension as to what the church stands for and 
what is essential to its teaching. The repetition of old 
expressions and old modes of thought does not satisfy the 
needs of modern people. Higher intellectual standards 
for the ministry are indispensable to insure progress. 

The scarcity of well-equipped men, willing to accept 
country parishes under present conditions, prevents 
the denominations from raising their standard of minis- 
terial training. But much more depends upon the 
kind of men the ministry attracts to its ranks than upon 
their educational equipment. What is chiefly needed 
is to make the work of a country minister better worth 
doing. When that is accomplished it will be easy to 
find better men, and better trained men, to do it. 


g. A SUCCESSFUL CHURCH 


The most successful church in Windsor County has 
a conception of its mission essentially different from 
that of most of the others. Both in conducting its own 
affairs and in its relation to the community, its work is 
based on broad principles of democracy and social 
service, and the object of the work is the community 
rather than the church itself. 

This church is actively interested in the work and 
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play of the community as well as in its ethical welfare. 
It renders its services without regard to what it may 
gain for itself as a result of them. Although it is the 
originator and promoter of various movements which 
are not conducted in the name of the church, it does not 
seek credit for the good work accomplished. Thus, 
by the church’s initiative, a civic league was formed, 
which has become an important factor in awakening 
public sentiment and creating a demand for the rea- 
sonable enforcement of law. The result is a general 
improvement in the morals of the township and greater 
codperation among public-spirited citizens for the bet- 
terment of conditions in the villages which compose it. 

Better influences are brought to bear on the boys, in 
part through a boys’ club under the supervision of the 
minister. As a result the streets of the village have 
been freed from profane and unclean language, the 
boys are acquiring wholesome ambitions, more of the 
older ones attend high schools or academies, and there 
is a marked lessening of the number of youthful loafers. 
By suggesting a system of athletic games and assist- 
ing in its establishment, the minister has helped to 
bring about an important improvement of discipline 
in the schools, with better habits of study on the part 
of the pupils. 
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Work for the girls has made good progress also, and 
the best women of the community, without regard to 
denomination, are now codperating in it. Their homes 
are thrown open for young people’s gatherings, and a 
concerted effort is made to supply the opportunities 
for healthy amusement and the maturer influences that 
are so much needed in a young girl’s life. 

There is community codperation for the benefit of 
boys as well, and they too are invited into the best 
homes, while at the suggestion of the church the library 
has set apart special shelves for the use of the Boys’ 
Club, and for the girls, as well as books relating to sub- 
jects discussed in the church meetings. 

A successful women’s club has been established which 
offers escape for tired women from the narrowing in- 
fluences of daily drudgery, and exercises an important 

function of its own in their lives. 

Instead of a Christmas Tree given by the church, 
as in former years, there is now a community tree, in 
which, regardless of creed or race, all have a share. In 
this way a considerable sum of money is yearly raised 
and expended in useful presents for the young people 
under the direction of a special representative com- 
mittee appointed to ascertain their needs. 

The program of the church is well rounded in its rela- 
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tion to the general welfare, and the effect of its wider 
view appears in its hold upon the community. Many 
intelligent persons who were on the verge of leaving the 
church because its activities did not appeal to them are 
now enthusiastic church workers, and lend their energy 
to the promotion of its enterprises. Although mid-week 
services in most of the churches in Windsor County are 
poorly attended or do not exist, in this church they are 
well attended and successful. Once a month the mid- 
week service becomes a conference for social and civic 
betterment, whereby a wholesome and effective public 
sentiment is created or increased. 

Until within two years the attendance upon Sunday 
services from the farmers was small as compared with 
that of twenty or thirty years ago. But when the 
minister and the church began to realize the country 
life movement and their relation to it, the farmers of 
the congregation began to attend more regularly, and 
others came also with new interest in the services of 
the church and new appreciation of its relation to the 
man on the farm. Contact with the country life move- 
ment and participation in it gave the church a new 
vitality and a new appeal. 

Because of all this, the influence of the church has 


extended beyond its own community, first into the 
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township, and then into the county, and it has already 
taken a strong part in originating a state-wide move- 
ment for the betterment of life in the open country. 

While all this work was done because it was needed 
rather than for the purpose of building up the church, 
the result has been to strengthen the church in every 
way, to improve the attendance and the preaching, 
and to increase the general interest in the church and 
its work. 

The most successful church in Tompkins County 
does not supply so striking an example. Nevertheless, 
its interest in the country life movement during the past 
two years has been followed by a marked increase in 
its attendance and in the value of its work. 

Under present conditions in Windsor and Tompkins 
counties it is evident that the church narrowly devoted 
to its own interests can not succeed. So far as these 
two counties are concerned, intelligent devotion on the 
part of the country church to the general interests of 


the community is a pre-requisite for successful service. 


I0. REMEDIES 


There is no single solution for the problem of the 


country church. The remedies here proposed embody 
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the conclusions of this investigation, and are suggested 
to meet the conditions which were found to exist in 
Windsor and Tompkins counties. They may or may 
not be altogether applicable to other localities. 

The same confusion of mind as to the condition of 
the country church, which was discovered to be prev- 
alent, exists also as to the causes of its decline and as 
to possible remedies. The reasons assigned for the 
decline were so numerous and so various that they could 
not all be true. Discouragement was common, prac- 
ticable suggestions rare, and many persons were found 
to believe that nothing could be done to improve the 
present conditions. Yet we know that a few country 
churches in different parts of the United States have 
recently shown renewed virility and effectiveness as the 
result of applying new principles and methods to their 
work, and we are safe in concluding that remedies exist, 
since they have been successfully applied. 

Improvement of Country Life. The most obvious 
cause for the growing weakness of the country church 
in Windsor and Tompkins counties is the general 
decline of rural population, both in numbers and in 
vigor. The centralization of industries in larger com- 
munities and the call of the cities has drawn away 


from the country the most ambitious young women 
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and young men. Farm machinery has reduced the 
number of hands formerly necessary on a given area 
of land, while the agricultural development of the 
West brought a new and sharper competition upon the 
New York and New England farmers. Too large a 
share of the farmers’ product goes to the middleman and 
the country people get less than their share of the gen- 
eral prosperity. 

School, press, and even the country church itself, 
have helped to direct the attention of the country boy 
and girl to the city as the place of success. It is still ac- 
cepted as the part of wisdom to leave the farm. Those 
who are left after the stronger and more enterprising 
have gone away can not supply the best material either 
for ministers or for teachers, nor can they furnish the 
vigorous population which is indispensable if local 
institutions of a high standard are to be established or 
maintained. 

With the present depleted country population and 
the disinclination of the farmers to combine even for 
their own good, the organization and strengthening of 
life on the farm will be difficult. Without the help of 
the church, that difficulty will be multiplied many 
fold, for in the coming reconstruction of country life 
there is no other agency that can fill its place. Under 
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church leadership, successful codperation in the pro- 
duction and marketing of crops, in buying supplies, 
and in milling and banking, has been brought about in 
certain localities outside the two counties, where with- 
out the religious motive it would apparently have been 
impossible. The Scotch-Irish Presbyterians and the 
Pennsylvania Germans are said to be the only Protest- 
ant churches not affected by the decline of country 
life, and that because they have been able, through 
codperation, to create and maintain effective economic 
organization in the open country. 

The country church can not hope for prosperity apart 
from the improvement of country life. Whatever tends 
to produce a lower standard of living in the country, 
necessarily and immediately affects the country church. 
If there were no other and weightier reasons, as a mere 
matter of self-preservation the church could not afford 
to hold itself aloof from the struggle to secure the condi- 
tions of successful life upon the land. It can not hold 
itself free from responsibility for the continuance of 
bad economic conditions and expect to thrive in the 
midst of them. 

In Windsor and Tompkins counties, bad farming 
and weak churches go together. In Tompkins County 


in particular a poor soil means likewise a poor church. 
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_ The country churches must recognize it as an integral 
part of their work to promote better farming, better 
business, and better living on the farm. The country 
church can not prosper unless it is deeply, intelligently, 
and effectively interested in agricultural production, 
in securing for the farmer a fairer share of what he 
produces, in improving the social life and recreation of 
the community, and in the physical and intellectual, 
as well as the moral, development and health of the 
boys and girls, men and women, of its charge. To 
promote economic codperation among farmers is an 
indispensable task of the country church. 

Schools. There can be no vigorous and animated life 
in the country, no solution of the country life problem 
or the country church problem in the two counties in- 
vestigated unless certain important changes are made in 
the schools. They must be fitted to direct the attention 
and the interest of their pupils toward country life in- 
stead of toward the cities, and designed to cultivate in 
them the power and the habit of appreciation of the 
farm. The effectiveness of country schools properly 
directed in changing boys and girls from their desire 
for city life to a taste for country life and occupation 
has already been amply shown in other localities. An 
agricultural school has been established near the border 
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of Windsor County, and leading teachers in Vermont 
are already awake to the fact that the improvement 
of the schools is necessary to any successful progressive 
movement in the State. 

In Tompkins County the situation is less fortunate. 
There a large proportion of the boys and girls who at- 
tend school after the lower grades go to the city of 
Ithaca. Here their interests are naturally diverted 
away from the farm and the country, and toward city 
life and city occupations. In this county at least one 
agricultural high school, preparing boys and girls for 
life in the country, is badly needed. 

While the organization of the country church is not 
at present adapted to doing some of the things here 
suggested, it should not on that account feel less re- 
sponsible for their being done. Where it is not pre- 
pared to deal with the immediate and vital interests 
of country life, it must reorganize itself for that 
purpose, and it should stimulate not only its 
members, but others also, to bring the help re- 
quired. 

A Program of Social Service. The church in the 
country needs a new program. With the whole world 
turning to combined or coéperative action as the basis 


of efficiency, the program of the country churches 
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continues to deal wholly with individuals, and hence 
remains defective and one-sided. 

Apart from the pastoral work of the country minis- 
ters, they ordinarily seek the common welfare exclu- 
sively through worship and religious instruction, and 
they assume that instruction and worship, acting on 
the individuals of their congregations, will solve the 
problems of the times. It has become evident that they 
are mistaken. 

In Windsor and Tompkins counties the country 
churches are far behind those of most foreign missions 
in the breadth of their conception of their work. They 
are not working directly for the development of pro- 
gressive Christian communities, while too often their 
standard of goodness is merely negative. 

For the most part the rural churches of these two 
counties perpetuate tradition, but give no living message. 
Thus the effort spent hitherto on the revival services 
which have actually been held in the two counties has 
generally been meager in result, often of doubtful value, 
and sometimes positively harmful. Ina small village in 
Tompkins County a revival in 1890 produced two 
hundred converts. Of these but a single one became 
and remained a regular attendant and member in good 


standing, while the churches in the community have 
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been depressed and struggling ever since. It is evident 
that this revival has proved a lasting injury to these 
churches. The most successful recent revival reported 
to the investigator served merely to bring into church 
membership a certain number of regular attendants 
who, in the opinion of their pastor, would have joined 
the church a little later. 

The only type of revival reported as really successful 
is that conducted by a pastor who continues in the 
field of his labor after the revival period is over. But 
to this type, as to the others, the response of the people 
has been growing less and less. Whether or not this 
is due to the weak condition of the churches or because 
the traditional revival method is not adaptable to 
present day conditions, the authors have no sympathy 
with the opinion most often expressed by the ministers 
and other church members, that it is the fault of the 
people or of the times. 

On the other hand, the most successful ministers and 
churches are more nearly in accord with the conception 
of religion which appeals most strongly to the men 
and women of to-day. They regard the common welfare 
not as a by-product, but as a direct and essential ob- 
ject of the church’s endeavor. Work for the individual 


and work for the community, in their view, are parts 
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of a single task, because the highest welfare of men and 
women can not be found apart from social service and 
the common good. 

The desire to render social service is the master 
Christian impulse of our time. The country church 
needs social service to vitalize it as much as social 
service in the country needs the help of the church. 
Although less attention has been given to it, social 
service is as important for the health of the community 
in the country as in the city, while results in the country 
are far more easily accomplished. Nothing is more 
evident than the fact that the country church must be 
organized for other service in addition to the work it is 
doing now. Once the duty of social service is recog- 
nized by the country church and the responsibility for it 
frankly accepted, there will be no insuperable difficul- 
ties in the way. 

The country churches in Windsor and Tompkins 
counties are too often out of sympathy with the best 
prevailing religious sentiment of the present day. In 
recent years a profound change has taken place in the 
religious thinking of the Protestant people. Whether 
this change represents an important advance, as the 
authors believe, or whether it does not, it is at least 
true that the churches in the two counties have lagged 
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behind in adapting themselves to the change. We have 
no desire to belittle theology, but the fact remains 
that the most powerful religious feeling is no longer 
concerned mainly with doctrinal discussions, but seeks 
expression in unselfish living and in social service. Men 
think less about dogma and more about service. This 
feeling the great majority of these country churches 
fail to realize or to assist. As a rule, their teaching is 
aloof from the daily interests of the people, and the 
application of Christian doctrine to the actual condi- 
tions of life is too often neglected. 

An Effective Country Ministry. The country minister 
needs a more lasting interest in the country parish. 
In Windsor and Tompkins counties the average coun- 
try minister does not regard his task as permanent, 
but rather as a temporary stopping place on the road 
toward a larger church. The value and significance 
of the service open to him as a country minister often 
escapes him, and the success he seeks lies elsewhere. 
Among the acquaintances of a single person were 
fifteen ministers of one denomination in Tompkins 
County, all of whom admitted they were not in their 
present field to stay. Another resident of the same 
county testifies that in more than thirty years he 


has never known a minister of a small parish in that 
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region who regarded it as his permanent work. Under 
such conditions it is evident that no continuous policy 
or sustained plan of work can be followed long enough 
to produce results proportionate to the effort expended. 

The country ministry in these two counties is weak 
because it has little to do with the vital needs of the 
people. As a rule it is out of touch with the essential 
problems which control the welfare not only of country 
life but of the church itself. The essential fact is that 
the minister is often aloof from the real concerns of the 
people. Too often he has no intelligent appreciation of 
whole fields of human interests that are rightly of prime 
importance to his parishoners. The country minister 
needs special training for work in the country. For 
lack of such training many of his chief interests are 
artificial and technical, while those of his people are 
essential and practical. Without a knowledge of the 
fundamental interests of rural life he can not hope to 
succeed. His education should include courses in rural 
economics and rural sociology of a practical sort, and 
at least so much instruction in agriculture as will en- 
able him to understand the work by which his parish- 
ioners earn their living and his own. 

On the side of doctrine also the country ministry is 


not equipped intellectually to meet the needs of the 
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present day. Many a country minister has been so 
poorly educated that his ability is limited to the cham- 
pioning of his own denominational peculiarities of be- 
lief, while he lacks the power to set forth and discuss the 
fundamental truths which underlie the whole structure 
of the church. Most of the ministers in the two coun- 
ties are in need of instruction to supplement their 
training in college and seminary. This need may be 
met in part by summer schools, such for example, as 
have been held in Amherst, Mass., at Ithaca, Hamil- 
ton, and Auburn, N. Y., and-elsewhere. 

The nature of his work and the demands upon his 
intellectual resources also are such that the country 
minister needs frequent supplies of information to meet 
the conditions of his service. The books which now 
come most often to his attention fail to supply his 
needs, while too often they direct his attention to 
matters of slight concern to his people. 

Most country ministers in the two counties are in- 
sufficiently acquainted with their own parishes. They 
are familiar with the roads, and with the people whom 
they meet, but the essential facts as a rule they have 
not yet: discovered. The country minister needs a 
deeper and more sympathetic understanding of his 


community and of the conditions and needs of the 
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people whom he serves, and this he can not get by 
ordinary methods of observation, but only through 
special studies directed to that end. 

Furthermore, as we have seen, the salary of the 
average country minister in Windsor and Tompkins 
counties is not a living wage. Such under-payment 
necessarily keeps him out of touch with the progress 
of his profession by depriving him of books and jour- 
nals. It debars him from the knowledge and uplift 
which conventions supply, and it creates a condition of 
restlessness which not only kills his own effectiveness 
in his work, but rightly prevents him from advising the 
vigorous and ambitious young men of his acquaintance 
to enter the ministry. The country ministry will not be 
better until it is better paid. 

One of the urgent needs of the country minister in 
the area covered by this investigation is contact with 
a world larger than his parish. The conditions of his 
work make necessary a greater knowledge of facts 
and methods than he can get by himself. It must be 
made easier for him to draw from the fund of valuable 
experience that has already been accumulated upon 
various phases of country life, and to keep in touch 
with the new methods which are developing for the 


work of the country parish. These needs should be 
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met and supplied in part by the employment of State 
or County secretaries in contact both with the country 
ministers and with the developments of rural social 
service, and in part by attendance at conferences 
and summer schools. The country minister too often 
feels lost in a backwater of the main stream of prog- 
ress, and sees himself as engaged in a solitary struggle 
with small, discouraging, and unessential problems, 
while, as a matter of fact, his place upon the stage 
of civilization is very near the center, and no 
one has a better right than he to all the enthusiasm 
of those who are employed in the most vital of 
tasks. 

Church Coéperation. In the villages of Windsor and 
Tompkins counties, the more numerous the churches 
the greater the loss in attendance in the last twenty 
years. In these over-churched communities, the sup- 
port of the churches is obviously more difficult, and the 
religious bodies are losing ground so rapidly that for 
some at least it is only a question of time when all but 
one in each community will become extinct. Like 
any other army, the Christian church can most easily 
be defeated in detail. Sectarian rivalries weaken the 
churches. Lacking the spirit of coéperation, they 
hinder each other rather than help, and their standing in 
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the community is lowered, while their power and desire 
for service is greatly reduced. 

The long period of the death struggle of superfluous 
churches presents the serious problem of securing a 
sound community life in the face of dwindling religious 
institutions. Under such circumstances, consolidation 
or federation of the churches is the obvious remedy. To 
bring it about, however, is seldom easy. In nearly 
every church there are some members who oppose con- 
solidation, and are usually able to prevent it. Their 
position is all the more harmful for the reason that for 
the most part in Windsor and Tompkins counties de- 
nominational divisions have ceased to be matters of 
principle or of theological difference, and have become 
matters of social grouping, based on custom or associa- 
tion, on petty jealousies, personal hostility, and the 
desire to retain minor church offices. 

There is but one solution for the problem of over- 
churching which seems to offer reasonable hope in the 
two counties concerned. This lies along the line, not 
of doctrinal union, but of common effort in the cause 
of the common welfare. When people work together 
for a better community, they are the more likely to 
work together for a better church. Divisions in the 
churches may often be bridged over by setting the 
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members of hostile groups working together for the 
common good. 

Organization for Social Service. The country churches 
of Windsor and Tompkins counties are each too small 
as units of organization to be able to carry on the work 
of social service with efficiency. A larger and more 
powerful unit is necessary before the churches can 
take their reasonable part in the work for the general 
welfare. Just what form such an organization should 
take may be open to discussion. The form it has taken 
in Vermont is described on page 53. 

Whatever form is accepted should rest on the prin- 
ciple that the needs of the community should determine 
the work of the church. Such an organization must 
of necessity be more widely extended than the bound- 
aries of village or township, because only thus can the 
necessary broader view be acquired or the necessary 
paid experts be employed, and only thus is a policy 
or plan of work likely to be adopted and continued long 
enough to be made effective. 

One of the important results of church organization 
for social service is that the work becomes more varied 
in character, accordingly appeals to people of a greater 
variety of interests, and so strengthens the church; while 


the church in action gives point and carrying power to 
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its teaching, and makes its message more comprehensi- 
ble and effective. 

It is hardly to be questioned that the church is the 
natural body to lead in rural social service. It is found 
everywhere, the doors of every home are open to its 
ministers, its buildings are the meeting places in which 
men, women, and children are accustomed to assemble, 
and its ministers speak to some of the people at least 
once every week. The country life movement could ill 
afford to neglect the codperation of an organization 
already rooted in the field of country life. In Vermont 
at least, the religious bodies have already done enough 
to make it clear that to them belongs the position of 
leadership. 


II. ORGANIZATION IN VERMONT 


The most significant movement in church organiza- 
tion in Vermont is what has come to be known as the 
Hartford Forward Movement, which owes its origin to 
facts disclosed by this investigation. The pastor of 
the successful church described in Section g had been 
in charge of it for three years when the results of our 
investigation made him aware of a serious decline both 
of his own church and the churches of the rest of Wind- 
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sor County. Thereupon, with a broader and clearer 
view, he began to study the needs of the community, 
and to determine the most effective ways to supply 
them. It soon became evident that the wants of his 
parish could not be met by themselves alone, but that 
the movement must extend throughout the whole town- 
ship. Later on even the township was seen to be too 
small, and it became evident that to be successful the 
movement must be county-wide, and then state-wide, 
that persons not connected with the church must be 
induced to take part in it, and that it must include the 
coéperation of all forces working for social betterment. 

Before long nearly a hundred of the most influential 
men and women of the township, organized in seven 
groups of public-spirited citizens, were actively engaged 
in promoting the public welfare, while each of the seven 
formed part of a central body. These groups held 
themselves responsible for the promotion of better 
farming, for the improvement of the schools, for the 
organization and supervision of recreation, for uniting 
the efforts of different organizations engaged in chari- 
table and social work, for making the town more attrac- 
tive, and for securing the reasonable enforcement of the 
law. 

Part of the work of the Hartford Forward Movement 
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was done in codperation with the Windsor County 
Y. M. C. A., which for a number of years has been ac- 
tive in the county, and has already done excellent 
service in making the occupation of the farmer more 
interesting for him as boy and man. Public apprecia- 
tion of the Y. M. C. A. work is shown by the increase 
in its annual budget from $1,700 to its present amount 
of $6,000 with eight hundred subscribers. This amount 
does not include the codperative assistance of the 
United States Government in paying one-half the cost 
of an agricultural expert, nor $500 per year given by 
the Grain Growers Association, nor $500 appropriated 
this year by the Legislature of Vermont for the holding 
of a State corn show for which the Y. M. C. A. is re- 
sponsible. 

The Windsor County Y. M. C. A. has made itself 
one of the most potent factors in Vermont for the im- 
provement of agriculture, while in its work with boys, 
in promoting more and better recreation, and in its 
varied program of social service, it has demonstrated, 
as no other social force has done, both the need and the 
possibilities of county organization. 

For the past few years the idea of making a better 
Vermont has been agitated through the State, and this 
agitation increased the public interest in the Hartford 
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Forward Movement. One of the results was the organ- 
ization of the Greater Vermont Association, another 
was the formation of the Bennington County Vermont 
Improvement Association, which ultimately adopted 
a broad program of general betterment, and which, 
like the Windsor County Y. M. C. A., receives help 
from the U. S. Government and from the Grain Growers 
Association. Its annual budget, including these con- 
tributions, is about $8,000, while the total expenditures 
in the county due to its initiative amount this year to 
$25,000. Under the leadership of this association the 
people of Bennington County are being rapidly or- 
ganized into township leagues, which are component 
parts of a county league of farmers, whose business it 
is to increase the prosperity of the county through 
cooperation in producing and selling crops, and in buy- 
ing supplies. 

Chittenden County has adopted a similar organiza- 
tion, while several other counties in Vermont are about 
to employ county agricultural experts. Hampden 
County, Massachusetts, has followed the same lead, 
and the promoter of the Hartford Forward Movement 
has been employed for its work. 

We have seen that the Hartford Movement began 
in the church, but spread beyond it when the church 
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came to understand that not one of the interests of 
the community were foreign to it. When the other 
country churches awake to the same realization, the 
effect will be to strengthen enormously the movement 
for the reorganization of country life. That such an 
awakening is imminent is indicated by the broad pro- 
gram just adopted by the Interchurch Federation of 
Vermont. This body was formed seven years ago. It 
includes nearly all of the Protestant churches of the 
State. Until 1912 its principal effort was to persuade 
the churches to consolidate, or live together as good 
neighbors. In 1912, however, under the influence of 
the Hartford Forward Movement, it adopted and pub- 
lished the following remarkable program, through which 
it accepted responsibility for the general betterment of 
conditions in Vermont. 

““t, We propose to take for our first endeavor the 
economic, social and intellectual, and religious, im- 
provement of the small towns of the State. 

“9. We pledge our help to communities of this kind, 
especially in securing for them an efficient religious 
leadership: 

““(a) By the promotion of summer conferences for 
instruction and inspiration for religious work in the 


open country. 


58 THE COUNTRY CHURCH 


“(b) By extension work, including correspondence 
courses in the country church, and in modern agricul- 
ture. 

“3. We agree to outline plans for the uplift of certain 
districts, to assume the task through a common effort 
to be made under the leadership of a committee to be 
chosen under the separate churches of that district, and 
further requesting that these churches become respon- 
sible for the special field assigned, and labor for its 
uplift by all possible means, but including: 

“(a) The approach of the people on the side of the 
work whereby they earn their daily bread, and the 
endeavor to stimulate better farming and better living, 
so that Vermont boys may realize that they have a 
chance in Vermont. 

“(b) The organization of towns for recreation and 
common social amusement to cure the ills of isolation 
and neighborhood jealousy. 

“4. We believe that each religious body represented 
in Vermont should work first for the welfare of Vermont, 
and should subordinate its own promotion to that end. 

“5. We promise to lay to heart the condition of our 
rural schools—teachers underpaid and _ frequently 
changed, insufficient books and supplies, inadequate 


buildings and grounds,—and we pledge our codperation 
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in any movement looking to the equalizing of educa- 
tional advantages between country and city children.” 

The Interchurch Federation proposes, through the 
establishment of a summer school and conference for 
ministers, to promote the codperation of the Protestant 
denominations for the general welfare, and there is 
strong hope that through the unifying power of social 
service the concerted action of all Protestant Christian 
forces in Vermont can be secured. 

Not one of the movements here enumerated can do 
its best work alone. Thus it is doubtful whether the 
Hartford Forward Movement can be permanently suc- 
cessful without the support and reénforcement of cor- 
responding movements in the County and State. The 
Interchurch Federation of Vermont, in its turn needs 
the codperation and assistance of the church on a na- 
tional scale. The success of the movement for a health- 
ier church in the open country must depend, as we be- 
lieve this investigation, within its limits, goes far to 
show, on a working alliance of the churches for social 


service throughout the United States. 
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I. THE LOCALITY AND THE PEOPLE 


Windsor County lies just south of the center of Ver- 
mont along the Eastern border of the State. North 
and South its extent is about fifty miles; East and West 
nearly forty. There are hills everywhere, roughest 
and most numerous in the Western part. Its many 
streams run southeasterly into the Connecticut River. 
Its arable soil produces good crops of hay and of forage 
corn and oats, while its pastures are for the most part 
fertile and well adapted to dairying. The railroad sta- 
tion nearest the center of the county is about 170 miles 
from Boston, which offers one of the best markets in 
the United States for agricultural products. In summer 
the climate is delightful. The winters are long and cold, 
but the atmosphere dry and invigorating. 

Windsor is a rural county and agriculture is its prin- 
cipal industry. Its largest township has less than 5,000 
people, and only three have more than 2,500. Less 
than half its townships have factories of any kind. 
The United States Census reports supply the following 


statement of changes in population. 
63 
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The settlement of the county began after the close of 
the French and Indian Wars in 1760. In 1790 there 
were already 16,000 inhabitants. These increased to 
27,000 in 1800, and to more than 40,000 in 1830. From 
1850 to 1890 the population steadily declined. From 
1890 until 1910 it grew from 31,706 to 33,625, an in- 
crease mainly due to the growth of the manufacturing 
industries in Springfield, Windsor, and other towns. 

Among the causes to which the previous decline in 
population was due are the fall in the price of wool in 
the years following the Civil War, competition with the 
free lands of the West under modern conditions of 
transportation, agricultural mining of the soil (due to 
bad methods of farming), the clearing and settlement of 
lands which should have been devoted to forestry 
rather than to agriculture, the tendency of small manu- 
facturing industries to give way before the larger con- 
cerns of the cities, and the superior attractions of the 
larger centers of population for young men and young 
women. 

It should be noted that a part of the loss of popu- 
lation is probably due to a centralization of schools and 
their consequent removal to a greater distance from the 
back farms. Just as the modern system of caring for 


roads often results in the neglect of the back roads, 
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while it greatly improves the main highways, so cen- 
tralized schools may have a similar result. Children 
sent to them are at a greater distance from the super- 
vision of their parents, who often object to having them 
exposed to possible bad influences in the village, es- 
pecially during the noon hour. 

Windsor County contains 24 townships or towns, 
which are not villages but portions of the county gen- 
erally containing villages, of which one township or 
town may include several. The 4 townships which 
have not declined in population since 1840 contain the 
largest and most important manufacturing villages. 
All the strictly agricultural towns have lost in popula- 
tion. 

As compared with other States the population of 
Vermont is of an exceptionally pure native stock. The 
county was settled by a very vigorous class of farming 
people, chiefly from Connecticut, but partly also from 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire. For more than 
seventy years steady streams of Vermonters have 
gone to the West and to the eastern cities, while on the 
other hand Vermont has had a smaller immigration 
of foreigners than most of the other New England 
States, and Windsor County less than most of the other 
counties of Vermont. The people who have moved 
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away from Vermont have usually been of so excellent a 
quality that their emigration has resulted in a most 
serious loss to the State. Windsor County is now 
suffering from this long continued drain upon its vi- 
tality, a drain which is not supplied by the substitution 
of an inferior population for the former vigorous ag- 
gressive inhabitants, whose ideals, ambitions, and 
abilities were of a high order. 

The close relation between the prosperity of the 
country people and the condition of the country church 
is self-evident. There can be no progressive country 
church where agriculture is decadent. Therefore some 
information as to the tendencies in agriculture is es- 
sential. 

The surface of Vermont is rough and hilly, but no 
State in the Union has so many cattle per acre, or in 
proportion to population. In the fertility of its soil 
it compares favorably with other New England States, 
yet the Census figures for 1900 and rgr1o show little 
progress in the agriculture of Windsor County. The 
total acreage of farms in 1900 was 547,817, and in 1910, 
537,912, or a loss of about 10,000 acres. The total 
acreage in crops in the ten years fell off slightly. There 
were 58 more farms in 1900 than 1910, more farms of 


less than 50 acres in size, less farms of from 50 to 200 
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acres, with an increase in the number of still larger 
farms. On the other hand, the value of farm land and 
farm buildings increased $3,559,958 during this ten 
year period, although if allowance is made for the pur- 
chasing power of the dollar the increase was less than 
half of that sum. 

In an agricultural township selected as typical the 
assessed property continuously declined in value from 
1870 to 1900, but since 1902 has been on the rise. Dur- 
ing the past five years farms have been sold at greatly 
advanced prices. This fact, however, does not neces- 
sarily indicate an increased agricultural prosperity, nor 
a larger income to the farmer. 

In portions of the county land is farmed improvi- 
dently, while the removal elsewhere of enterprising 
families has doubtless had as unfavorable an effect upon 
agriculture as it has had on the church. But while the 
agricultural situation is not altogether satisfactory, it 
will doubtless improve, in part because of the increasing 
demand for farm produce in the city markets. 

Economic conditions alone, however favorable to 
agriculture, will not, as we know, suffice to keep a fair 
proportion of the best young people and the best fam- 
ilies on the farm. Good returns for farm products 


must be supplemented by good schools, by an attrac- 
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tive social life and an efficient church, or the process 
of rural decay, leading directly to national inefficiency 
and decline, will continue unchecked. Good industrial 
and social conditions, combined with an intelligent 
enthusiasm for the country and for the farm, can and 
will counteract the lure of the city. Without them 
there is little hope that men and women who will in- 
sure the conservation of soil fertility and maintain 
efficient schools and efficient churches can be induced 


to live in the open country. 
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TABLE 2 


NUMBER OF INHABITANTS IN THE TOWNSHIPS OF WINDSOR 
COUNTY IN 1910 COMPARED WITH THE YEARS OF THEIR Maxt- 
MUM POPULATION 


County and Year of Maximum Population Decline per 
Townships Maximum Population im 1910 bank from 
Population Maximum 

County...... 1830 40,623 33,025 17 
Andover... .. 1800 1,016 234 oH 
Baltimore. ... 1810 207 54 74 
Chester. 72... 1820 2,493 1,784 28 
Reading. .... 1820 1,603 530 67 
Weathersfield 1820 2,301 1,092 53 
Hartland.... 1820 2,552 1,316 48 
Barnard ..... 1830 1,881 737 61 
Norwich... .. 1830 2,316 1,253 46 
Pomfret. .... 1830 1,867 709 62 
HALON s 2c. « 1830 1,459 585 60 
Windsor..... 1830 1 3.032 2,407 23 
Bridgewater. . 1840 1,363 874 36 
Plymouth. ... 1840 1,417 482 66 
Royalton. ... 1840 1,917 1,452 24 
Stockbridge .. 1840 1,418 737 48 
Weston...... 1840 1,032 632 39 
Woodstock. .. 1840 3,315 2,545 23 
West Windsor 1850 1,002 567 43 
Rochester. ... 1860 1,507 1,317 13 
Cavendish... 1870 1,823 1,203 34 
pernel Gas 2s IQIO 1,943 1,943 

Hartford..... IQIO 4,173 4,173 

Ludlow...... 1910 2,215 2,215 


Springfield ... I9I0 4,784 4,784 
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2. MEMBERSHIP 


Membership data are available for fifty-five churches 
for the years 1888 and 1908. These data show an in- 
crease from 4,688 in 1888 to 4,889 in 1908 or 4.28 per 
cent. The United States Census gives the membership 
for 1890 as 6,130 and for 1906 as 6,422, or an increase 
of 4.8 per cent in sixteen years. 

No membership data for 1888 were found for the 
churches of the Universalist denomination. The pub- 
lished figures for several of the Methodist Churches 
include members of other churches outside of the 
county with which they are yoked. As there was no 
way of determining what proportion of these members 
were in the churches of Windsor County it was neces- 
sary to omit them all. 

In Table 3, the figures are given for the individual 
churches and charges. 
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TABLE 3 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES (GROUPED BY 
DENOMINATIONS AND TOWNSHIPS) FOR THE YEARS 1888 AND 
1908 AND THE PERCENTAGE OF GAIN oR Loss 


Members Per cent 
Gain (+) or 

1888 1908 Loss (—) 

PD Gals Mencepe cre cc) elave syctene sversttece 4,688 4,880 + 4.28 
Springfield Congregational...... 283 340 + 20 
Hartford SOs tees ee 182 176 — 3 
Quechee C? 88 Tine a IOI 79 — 22 
Wrest-Hartiord.- 9S ic s.1-ciscee 71 70 — 1 
Wilder oR eae 21 67 +219 
Woodstock Lie ASE 2 ee ee 2Ir 176 — 7 
Windsor GES: wicca Sy eae 128 IIo — 4 
Ludlow oP eae cas 108 176 + 63 
Bethel Peanet Se ets 85 76 —iiI 
Chester CO a mee Te 160 178 + ir 
So. Royalton Sees 2a Rare er Sas 61 06 + 57 
Royalton gs Age oe 73 59 — 19 
Hartland Lal le erie = 65 60 + 6 
Rochester i oe 118 86 — 27 
Norwich SO yee ais 187 174 — 7 
Weathersfield Ctr.“ ......... 54 46 — 15 
Bridgewater SaePR Py aaitee ae 43 56 + 30 
Stockbridge See Fe eimiuse tee 48 25 — 48 
Pomfret See Rn sie ere 31 74 +139 
Weston ET EAS ance 37 30 — 19 
Sharon StS a ates ne 02 qI — 23 
Plymouth Sineie Vesanatdioteters 17 23 + 35 
Springfield Baptistsccicee as 132 120 — 9 
Windsor Soe Dr aeninvesre 143 74 — 48 
Ludlow SOS toa es 216 224 + 4 
Bethel de ea a rs 18 9 — 50 
Chester Sarg ahora 157 169 + 8 
Cavendish See lena ctaalers 46 76 + 65 
Weathersfield eee Praay at oe Coe 85 100 + 18 


74 THE COUNTRY CHURCH 


TABLE 3 (Continued) 


Members Per cent 
Gain (+) or 
1888 1908 Loss (—) 

Weston Baptistaiesces 67 42 — 37 
Sharon oN arate 54 I5 — 72 
Reading as Pd is se 62 9 — 85 
Andover ES uEN ne ere 28 26 — 7 
Springfield Episcopal ........ 9 53 +489 
Wihite;River Jct. tasers nae 37 49 + 32 
Woodstock OE oes 48 go + 88 
Windsor eho tee Cone als 70 83 + 19 
Bethel Ss io Nh aN RD 46 43 — 7 
Chester ee te eset 77 43 — 144 
Royalton Sete Sat aAs ee 26 19 — 27 
Springfield Methodist Episcopal 193 234 + ar 
Woodstock ss 173 152 — 12 
Windsor s 36 100 +178 
Bethel ss a 59 oe 
Ludlow se 76 102 + 34 
So. Royalton ss 8x 93 + 15 
Hartland ee 76 36 — 43 
Rochester ss 142 77 — 46 
Cavendish <F 48 50 + 4 
Reading 

st . 64 5S whee 
Barnard S or 99 + 9 
Weston Y 72 78 + 8 
West Windsor Gs 65 IOI + 55 


3. ATTENDANCE 


The final results of the investigation show a decline 


in the number of regular and frequent attendants, or _ 
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those attending services on at least one Sunday in three, 
from 8,003 in 1888 to 5,537 in 1908, or nearly 31 per cent. 
After making deductions for the decrease in the Prot- 
estant population, the relative loss is 29.4 per cent. 
More than 26 per cent of the Protestant population 
attended church regularly or frequently in the year 1888 
and less than 19 per cent in the year 1908. The loss 
for the individual townships was from 11 per cent in 
the town of Pomfret to 75 per cent in the town of An- 
dover. The change relatively to the Protestant popu- 
lation varied from a gain of nearly 14 per cent in the 
town of Pomfret to a loss of 58 per cent in the town of 
Andover. 

To determine what were the figures which would 
show the loss in attendance in its relation to the Prot- 
estant population, it was necessary to find not only 
the figures for the total population in 1888 and in 1908 
but also for the non-Protestant population. 

According to the U. S. Religious Census there were 
in Windsor County, in 1890, 1,470 Catholics while in 
1906 there were 3,430.* Using these figures as a basis 


for computation it was found that there was a relative 


*Note. The actual numbers given in the census reports are 1,250 for 
1890 and 2,916 for 1906; but these numbers exclude children under a 
certain age, or about 15 per cent of the Catholic population. 
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loss in the attendance of the Protestant churches of 
27 per cent. But it was learned that the number of 
Catholics reported in the census for 1890 must have 
been very much too small. The figures given included 
only those who rented pews and members of their 
families. In view of this fact it was thought advisable 
to get more accurate information as to the number of 
Catholics in the counties in the two years compared. 
To this end the lists of the families of the county for 
1888 and 1908 were used to determine the number of 
Catholics in the townships in each of these years, in 
consultation with Catholics who resided in the different 
towns in each of the two years. Accurate information 
was thus obtained as to the Catholic and other non- 
Protestant part of the population. 

It was learned in this way that there were at least 
six hundred more Catholics in the county in 1890 than 
were reported in the census. In six of the smaller towns 
the exact figures could not be obtained, but the people 
interviewed agreed either that the number was so small 
as to be a negligible quantity or that the number was 
less in 1908 than it was in 1888. Whatever possible 
errors there may be, they must be such as to make the 
final estimate of 29 per cent, (the relative loss in at- 


tendance in Protestant churches, allowance being made 
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for changes in Protestant population) less rather than 


greater than the actual relative loss. 


TABLE 4 


PERCENTAGE OF PROTESTANT POPULATION ATTENDING CHURCH 
IN 1888 AND IN 1908 ONE-THIRD OF THE TIME OR MORE 


Regular and frequent attendants, 1888............... 8,003 

o < eG s TOOS: jeisie esioredeeee ee 5,537 
Loss in regular and frequent attendants in twenty years] 2,466 
Loss per cent in regular and frequent attendants in 


VEO a? MED Siohbo eo. dane ace conor admeu dec dm S0a5 31 
Relative loss per cent after making deductions for de- 

crease in Protestant population ................00- wehee 29 
Per cent of Protestant population attending church regu- 

ariyOr ETeQuenELY IN7ES8S.,~ o/s scejece =: ish shale sett evelsl nek toda 26 


Per cent of Protestant population attending church regu- 
laxiyor frequently, 119) T908.i0,-4 eyelet aici sety stole siete his ee 19 
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TABLE 5 


Ssowinc How RELATIVE Loss IN ATTENDANCE IS RECKONED 


INon-Protestant population, 18oo.- so. t eee ene eee 2,040 ! 
ff ce TOOSMceaia Sei dees sas Gene 3,560 1 
Totals population in) county, | 1SSO. cna sass nal ye ents 35,196 2 
« ss ae LSGO mse va tao ei reser 31,706 2 
a te Sheet TOGO ee eee a eter eos 32,225 2 
st ec Shee BES TOEOS Menten a ee Ce ee 33,625 2 
Gainsinstotalspopulationysr900—1oLOss 4. sel ecine cme ne cies I,400 
ee rte SE ne DETHVCAL yr cusustarsrepdiscekshe oa nenaaiere I40 
Losstin population, 7880-1 800:)s'. «<0 «seo ere eine ce erie me 3,490 
fhe aate se DOT VAT nes eats econ also ee eae 349 
Estimated -totali population: ross. ace seis etee eee eine 32,404 3 
ee < ee TOOS sects teats v Sao oe oS oa 33,345 4 
Protestant population nt S8Gsnno cea wrereece nine ae ree eres 30,364 
ee ee TOO Nana Sree are tee be ione av biare Me epee 20,785 
Protestant attendance: Loocuseeincs Sonic tere ae ier 8,003 ! 
No. of Protestant attendants in 1888 constituted following per 
centjof Protestant:populationl. = cmuaaem eee teeters 26,356 5 
Normal Protestant attendance in 1908 (26.356% of 20,785).. 7,8505 
Actual ProtestantvattendancemmooSia satan teers 5,537 2 
Loss per cent in attendance from 1888 to 1908 relative to ; 
ProtestantyPODUla tone essere etree eater nee nee 29.47 © 


1 Determined by the work of the investigation as previously described. 
2 According to U. S. Census reports. 
3 31,706-++ (349x2) = 32,404. 
4 33,625—(140x2) = 33,345. 
5 The attendance in 1888 is assumed to be normal. 
8 7850—5537 
= 20.47%. 
780 
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In Table 6, showing the relative losses in attendance 
in the individual townships, the same methods of es- 


timating are used as for the county in Table 5. 


TABLE 6 


Losses IN ATTENDANCE IN INDIVIDUAL Towns 


5 Estimated |Per Cent of 
Attendants | [oss | Population Pabulation Population 
Township Ea bese Per POR oniere: 
Cent Attendants 
1888 | 1908 I890 | 1910 | 1888 | 1908 in 1888 
County ...... 8,003 | 5,537 31 ee gee heels ave toeaiae Pea 
Andover..... 61 EE. 70 418 | 234] '447*| 262%) 13.65 
Warmard...... 184 118} 36 918 737 973 758 18.9 
Bethek....... 531 347 35 | 1,448 | 1,943 | 1,407 | 1,877 355 
Bridgewater ..| 166 86) 48 | 1,124 874 | 1,166 804 14.2 
Cavendish. ...| 230 163 29 | 1,172'| 1,203 | 1,193 | 1,233 19.3 
Chestersci.:s'.. « 434 363 16 | 1,789 '| 1,784 | 1,810 | 1,782 24. 
Hartford ..:... 856 578 | 32 | 3,740] 4,173 | 3,583 | 4,102 23.9 
Hartland. . ... 360 207 | 43 1,393 | 1,316 | 1,434 | 1,321 25.1 
Ludlow...... 536 448 16 | 1,768 | 2,215 | 1,815 | 2,180 20.5 
Norwich..... 307 227 38 | £,304' | 1,253 | 1.337 | 2,263 27.5 
Plymouth .... 80 37 54 755 482 819 515 9.8 
Pomfret. ..... 110 98 II 865 700 920 133 52. 
Reading...» 170 74 56 749 530 790 554 or.5 
Rochester ....| 345 181 48 1,257 | 1,317 | 1,278 | 1,304 a7. 
Royalton ....| 382 333 13 1,433 | 1,452 | 1,458 | 1,447 26.2 
HALON. <...s\e1 IQl IO 47 937 585 792 610 24.1 
Springfield... 704 668 16 | 2,881 | 4,784 | 2,934 | 4,514 27. 
Stockbridge ..| 326] 143] 56 804} 737] 940] 754 34.7 
Weathersfield..| 310 198 | 36 | 1,174 | 1,092 | 1,210 | 1,076 25.6 
Weston...... 225 90] 60 864 632 889 657 25.3 
West Windsor 108 92 15 570 567 504 556 18.2 
Windsor..... 438 388 II 1,844 | 2,407 | 1,912 | 2,349 22.9 
Woodstock ...| 7099 582 27 2,545 | 2,545 | 2,500 | 2,547 30.7 


*In estimating numbers in this column the figures in Table 1 were used. , 
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TABLE 6 (Continued) 


Per Cent 
*Nor-|Per : Cent Non- Protestant | of Prot- |** Nor- 
mal | Gain or | Protestant ib padats Petrie roe 
No. |Loss Rel-| Population on Popula-| At- 
Township Al- | ative to Grom whoatenie 


tend- | Total were At-| ants 


1908 | 1888 | 1908 | tendants| 1908 


1908 tion in 1888 
County ss.15: 2,040 | 3,560 real Pagicias, |") Baden 
Andover..... 36 —58 Io Io 437 252 13.96 35 
Barnard...... 143 —I7 Xe\is eet ied tecrtorial Sac os 
‘Bethelae-e3 5. 666 | —48 81 208 |1,416 | 1,669 | 37-5 626 
Bridgewater .-}. 127 —32 Sree tn A hevsts coos] Reece catia oTehone| Wrote sreae Soe 
Cavendish. ...] 238 | —32 55 65 | 1,138 | 1,168 20.21 236 
Chester. .... «| 428 —I5 Beas ET oaasel Waseem. aoocd 879 
Hartford: . =... 980 | —4r 553 990 | 3,030 | 3,112 28.25 879 
Hartland..... 332 —38 135 145 | 1,299 | 1,176 27.71 326 
Ludlow...... 643 —30 281 419 | 1,534 | 1,761 34.94 615 
Norwich..... 347 —35 oes SQ avers cial rotor ctembl’ Mite reravaie stats 
Plymouth .... 50 —26 HOI | seen boden nl Wea nievsiare sisi 
Pomfret. ..... 87 | +13 Sse cfs iererete Suall sie eeeall Sectoral || wrteveresete 
Reading...... 119 | —38 siecetul irvsavevevil | fersvoven! iereveretetns || iterators apie 
Rochester ....] 352 —49 12 62 | 1,266 | 1,242 27.25 338 
Royalton. ....] 370 —I2 38 36 | 1,420 | 1,411 26.9 380 
Sharonipacs tte 147 —3I 40 24 752 586 25.4 149 
Springfield ...| 1,219 | —45 310 812 | 2,615 | 3,702 30.36 | 1,124 
Stockbridge ..} 262 | —45 Beas Wanicn ope annie soccLd Ki eeence Sits 
Weathersfield .| 275 —28 eieteie 58 | 1,210 | 1,018 25.6 261 
Weston...... 166 —46 35 35 854 | 622 26.35 164 
West Windsor | ror —9 SE a Om cia b arensts | [roca 4 omic yer 
Windsor ..... 538 —28 310 32I | 1,593 | 2,028 27.5 558 
Woodstock ...} 782 | —26 162 271 | 2,437 | 2,276 | 32.70 746 


* Per cent of total population in r908 equal to per cent of total population 
who were attendants in 1888. 

** Per cent of Protestant population in 1908 equal to per cent of Protestant 
population who were attendants in 1888. 
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TABLE 6 (Continued) 


Gain or Loss Gain or Loss 

Per Cent in Per Cent in 

Township Relation to Township Relation to 

Protestant Protestant 

Population Population 
aunty pace costes cess —29 Pomfret Nernst saieteiee +13 
IANGOVEE: vq:aiccagleen os —57 Readings ccterecccictei<i —38 
Barnard, 2 cica cteele cio es —17 Rochésteri ih cic. «oes —46 
Bethel. acjsisws cision a0 —45 Royalton sere .s cies —I2 
Bridgewater. .......... —32 Sharon Gisieles<creoorterae —32 
averidish.)emiele a's «1 —31 Springfield /-,.)./s)% «ees —4I 
Ghester, spiaicieassisies —15 Stockbridge.......... —45 
tartfords n <2 fone oa ae —34 Weathersfield......... —24 
ETaetland .vccsdevsieye) + 6c —37 Weston. -decies. cores § 45 
DM OWere:suercr0's @ivisiee ns —27 West Windsor........ —9 
INGE WACH sin ieie:o1stainisrsicrertie —35 WitdsOMsiere isos eistsiae —30 
Plymouth? <'. <.5j50i3.5.5.35 —26 Woodstock........... —22 

TABLE 7 


ATTENDANCE OF INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES BY DENOMINATIONS 
AND TOWNSHIPS 


Regular and fre- Gain (+) 
quent attendants or Loss (—) 
1888 1908 Per cent 


BEE AIS ta vanehe ev otcheie wis eis\eeleit c/alsie sislo steis 8,003 5,537 — 31 
Springfield Congregational..... 317 200 — 37 
Hartford UES See a ee 248 153 — 38 
Quechee OO ee inaxetande ais 121 73 — 40 
West Hartford eS rea ions audio le 92 64 — 30 
Wilder Ad WRT ICD 46 61 + 33 
Woodstock SOA Kaycesvoreistes i 194 163 — 16 


Windsor SO ee A ovctccets 196 73 — 63 
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TABLE 7 (Continued) 


Regular and fre- Gain (+) 
quent attendants or Loss(—) 


1888 1908 Per cent 
Ludlow Congregational........ 113 127 + 12 
Bethel pare mee ae 130 62 — 52 
Chester OS Seana teeta 177 152 — 4 
So. Royalton SO eee ross 133 I4I + 6 
Royalton ULE concemete as 98 88 — Io 
Hartland 2 ERAT do seaaete 04 59 — 37 
Rochester Cen Ae ered 137 75 — 45 
Norwich Co) Senay. a anamain, 244 195 — 20 
Weathersfield Ctr. ee eA AA 42 I4 — 67 
WeathersficldsBow ss =e-cee esse oan 25 Sonts 
Bridgewater Heras aes 49 36 — 27 
Stockbridge Sis Ry reac 58 40 — 31 
Pomfret SOM Se eat ete 108 98 — 9 
Weston SE eee aS TTS 26 — 40 
Sharon SARS OREN es 73 — a 
Plymouth Malsnepaesee nee hs 63 23 — 63 
Springtieldias Baptistwawesmecesteciene 65 77 + 18 
Windsor ner 5 one ise aR 119 63 — 47 
Ludlow Se Aare epee tau cares 198 133 — 33 
Bethel SETH ie aaa eet peers ae Come 12 I + 42 
Chester IHNR UR Cok Ok ATi I54 at _— 2 
Cavendish Se OA aces a Re sean rc 73 63 — 14 
Weathersheld (5m anisasd cannes 100 58 — 42 
Weston eamenay ost ciate rch aoe 81 22 — 73 
Sharon SS asl disap ots 62 28 — 55 
Reading CEN eT cea en 60 23 — 62 
Andover So nctse tons eet oe 61 15 — 75 
Springfield Episcopalsn cj scceeet 25 53 +112 
“White River Jct. BSS, Re ROS 27 44 + 63 
Woodstock : 5 ecoeae Re 109 149 + 37 
Windsor EE as eee PERC 2 6 
Bethel Ne bean ons topeaem tote ‘ us e 
Chester Pp cemccon tii nts. oA 61 40 — 34 
Royalton EES Ali Bed Sah toes 32 12 — 62 


NOT WiGhin, Sach eis Comin eae Ore eae de 12 II — 8 
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TABLE 7 (Continued) 


Regular and fre- Gain (+) 
quent attendants or Loss (—) 


1888 1908 per Cent 
Cavendish Episcopal i... 17 ae ohne 
Springfield Meth) Espisies scence IQI 194 + 2 
White River Jct. “ ere ee 126 OI — 28 
Quechee ee RP Ue arnctoe 53 wee ptr 
Wilder iy Es Pie ort 37 51 + 38 
Woodstock 9 Marra Sete 134 85 — 37 
Windsor <s Se ee hiss 100 ae 
Bethel = et cee Ai 134 ee ESO) + 19 
Ludlow 3 Sa ee 5 06 106 + i0 
So. Royalton ‘ 32 Peer fee 119 92 — 23 
Hartland & Se staat ot 88 54 — 30 
No. Hartland rs Ode ikea ae a > 5% 24 — 53 
Rochester s BN igelsaraes ate 125 63 — 50 
Norwich ie DD Be en IIL 21 — 8&1 
Cavendish e ee eer Se 71 63 — iI 
Weathersfield se sale eae, hd 34 37 + 9 
Gaysville ee De ie een ae 3 2 es 16 — 52 
Stony Brook ne Ea, Miah Sea ee II4 18 — &4 
Barnard a BS Nate t tiers 136 6r — 55 
East Barnard < PES es Sa 48 57 + 19 
Weston Se alneed UPN ovalersit 101 ans — 58 
Reading id oh he see a 64 22 — 66 
West Windsor us COD Pee Ir ee 108 92 — 15 
Springfield Universalist ............. 154 128 — 17 
WARIFEMRT VED [Cle en “asciin ejects cd moe 106 4I — 61 
Woodstock Si ee ee a ee 130 40 — 69 
Ludlow th, tata serene 129 82 — 36 
Bethel CS Seay hk ie eae 176 55 — 60 
Chester i i A ah PY 42 66 + 57 
Hartland Sa Mehra oreiaeticooion 127 70 — 45 
Rochester CO Mave raieeane toe Matte 83 43 — 48 
Cavendish SB ie soe cruealeren cetvitte 69 37 — 46 
Gaysville SOL sete che tues ee ate fo 54 33 — 39 


Reading COON eae Bicker MEMS 46 20 — 37 
Sharon SEA at pI ENS 27 Ae 
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Regular and fre- Gain (+) 
quent attendants or Loss(—) 


1888 1890 ~— per Cent 
Woodstock Christian ........<s... 174 107 — 30 
Windsor Unitarian’ suites eemieete 66 80 + ar 
SpringielavA dvenbacs..1s:etalesaelelevewietcis 42 16 — 62 
Bridgewater) "Sic cc ctaieiesie states LLY. 50 — 57 
Taftsville Wnlone nese oe cerca 14 12 — 4 
Stockbridge Union (Univ. & Meth.) 67 36 — 46 
Pomfret ss bid cs 2 se See 
Plymouth Notch “ # ¢ 17 14 — 18 
So. Woodstock “ 2 e 44 26 — AT 


Ascutneyville “ (Cong’l & Meth.) 134 64 — 52 


Records of Attendance. The tendency for church at- 
tendance to decline is shown also by the records of 
counted congregations. Records for more than one 
year were found in the case of 34 churches. These 
records appear in Table 8, in the last column of which 
the figures are reduced to percentages, 1888 being taken 
as the index year. 

From this table it appears that reckoning from 1870, 
or the nearest year following for which a record exists, 
only g churches out of 34 gained in attendance. In 
the case of most of these 9 the records cover a period 
of a few years only. In the case of 5 they do not 
extend later than 1882. Reckoning from 1888 or the 


nearest years preceding or following for which attend- 
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ance was recorded, only 4 indicate a gain whereas 20 
show a loss. 
The figures of this table are used as the basis of Dia- 


gram I, pages 92-97. 
TABLE 8 


RECORDS OF ATTENDANCE 


Percentage 
Name of Church Year Attendance of Aitené- 
ance in 
1888 
Bridgewater Congregational 1870 80 123 
1877 I50 231 
1880 80 123 
1887 80 123 
1888 65 100 
1890 90 139 
1895 Or 140 
1900 I00 154 
1904 50 77 
Stockbridge Congregational 1870 100 167 
1875 53 83 
1880 50 83 
1885 50 83 
1888 60 100 
1890 50 83 
1805 49 82 
1900 20 48 
1904 27 45 
1907 37 62 
1908 40 67 
Andover Baptist 1870 70 175 


1874 60 150 
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TABLE 8 (Continued) 


Percentage 
Name of Church Year Attendance a tee 
ance in 
1888 
Andover Baptist 1888 40 100 
1890 36 90 
1895 35 88 
I900 40 I00 
1905 30 75 
Hartford Congregational 1870 220 138 
1874 225 I41 
1880 176 IIo 
1885 190 II9Q 
1888 160 100 
1890 206 129 
1905 108 67 
1909 99 62 
Hartland Congregational 1870 Ir 139 
1876 65 8x 
1881 70 88 
1885 75 94 
1888 80 100 
1889 90 113 
1890 80 100 
1895 75 94 
1900 65 8r 
1905 67 84 
1908 40 50 
1909 40 50 
Springfield Congregational 1870 307 140 
1875 310 I4I 
1880 270 123 
1888 220 100 
I9QOL 205 93 
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TABLE 8 (Continued) 


Percentage 
Name of Church Year Aitendance of Attend- 
ance in 
1888 
Springfield Congregational 1904 187 85 
IgIo 138 * 63 
Reading Baptist 1888 60 100 
1895 56 93 
1898 45 75 
1900 40 67 
1905 24 40 
Cavendish Baptist 1888 75 I00 
1890 68 [ope 
1895 35 47 
1900 40 53 
1905 30 40 
Windsor Baptist 1888 160 100 
1895 Bqere) 63 
1900 60 38 
1906 49 a0 
Weston Congregational 1870 60 100 
1875 75 125 
1880 40 67 
1885 95 158 
1888 60 100 
1890 56 93 
1895 80 133 
1900 70 Il7 
1905 40 67 
1909 40 67 
Ludlow Methodist Episcopal 1888 alee 100 


* Counted September r9or0o—February ro1t. 
** Counted last six months of 1888 and 1908. 
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TABLE 8 (Continued) 


Percentage 
Name of Church Year Attendance of ee 
ance in 
1883 
Ludlow Methodist Episcopal 1889 89 IIQ 
1908 74* 99 
Weathersfield Baptist 1888 75 100 
1893 54 72 
So. Royalton Congregational 1868 75 83 
1870 85 04 
1875 80 89 
1880 102 113 
1885 fete) 100 
1888 fele) 100 
1890 95 106 
1892 98 109 
Bethel Congregational 1870 67 74 
1875 60 67 
1880 80 89 
1886 82 Or 
1888 90 100 
1889 I0o IIL 
1890 I0o It 
1891 85 04 
Plymouth Congregational 1870 75 214 
1876 75 214 
1885 35 I0o 
1890 35 100 
1896 38 109g 
1900 32 or 
1906 32 QI 
1909 45 129 


* Counted last six months of 1888 and 1908. 
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TABLE 8 (Continued) 


Percentage 
Name of Church Year Attendance of Aitend- 
ance in 
1888 
Windsor Congregational 1870 180 162 
1875 140 126 
1880 123 IIr 
1882 I50 135 
1892 85 77 
1805 100 {ele} 
1900 60 54 
1904 60 54 
1906 49 44 
East Weathersfield Cong’l 1867 80 146 
1869 60 109g 
1871 jo 127 
1873 85 155 
1900 31 56 
IQOL 23 42 
White River Junction Univ. 1903 53 7° 
1904 37 49 
1908 31 4I 
1909 23 31 
Woodstock Congregational 1870 230 146 
1875 175 III 
1880 167 106 
1908 135 85 
1909 137 87 
Weathersfield Congregational 1870 60 80 
1873 50 67 
1876 50 67 
1880 65 87 
1889 75 100 


1890 56 75 
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TABLE 8 (Continued) 


Percentage 
Name of Church Year Attendance of ie 
ance in 
1888 

Weathersfield Congregational 1805 5I 68 
Ig00 31 41 

East Bethel Baptist 1872 60 133 
1880 50 IIr 

1885 48 107 

1890 30 67 

1804 40 89 

Norwich Congregational 1870 I04 146 
1875 206 I55 

1880 180 135 

1882 140 105 

Ave. 1889-1903 123 92 

Pomfret Congregational 1867 98 140 
1869 II5 164 

1870 75 I07 

1875 7° 100 

1880 75 107 

1882 75 I07 

Royalton Congregational 1870 125 176 
1874 75 106 

1880 108 I52 

1882 76 107 

Rochester Meth. Epis. IQOI 85 I0O 
1902 80 04 

1905 63 74 

1907 60 oa 

1908 72 85 

1909 55 65 
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TABLE 8 (Continued) 


Percentage 
Name of Church Year Attendance of Aitend- 
ance in 
1888 
Chester Congregational 1870 220 133 
1875 I50 Or 
1880 185 ree 
1882 175 106 
Sharon Baptist 1871 33 66 
1875 55 IIo 
1880 60 120 
1885 85 170 
1887 50 100 
1890 65 130 
1894 40 80 
Windsor Episcopal 1895 53 93 
I9g00 50 88 
I905 41 72 
1907 51 90 
Weston Baptist 1883 40 89 
1896 50 III 
1900 35 78 
I905 50 III 
Ascutneyville Congregational 1871 80 86 
1875 75 81 
1880 125 134 
1882 93 100 
Sharon Congregational 1870 75 107 
1875 80 II4 
1880 85 I2I 
1881 80 114 


1882 75 107 
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TABLE 8 (Continued) 


Percentage 
of Attend- 
Name of Church Year Attendance es 
1888 
Rochester Congregational 1870 108 108 
1875 105 I05 
1880 89 89 
1882 117 117 
Ludlow Congregational 1870 80 89 
1875 I05 117 
1880 82 gI 
1882 go 100 
Quechee Congregational 1870 75 75 
1875 150 I50 
1880 120 120 
1882 I30 I30 
DIAGRAM 1 


Recorps or ATTENDANCE 


The figures at the left of the cuts indicate percentages of the 
average attendance in the year 1888, while the figures at the 
bottom indicate the years. 
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DIAGRAM 1 (Continued) 
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DIAGRAM 1 (Continued) 
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DIAGRAM 1 (Continued) 
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DIAGRAM 1 (Continued) 
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DIAGRAM 1 (Continued) 
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The Gill Method Used in Ascertaining Church At- 
tendance in 1888 and 1908. A more detailed account 
than that in Part 1 is required for complete under- 
standing of the method of ascertaining church at- 
tendance for two years twenty years apart. The fol- 
lowing description is based on the method as first 
applied in Windsor County, Vermont. Elsewhere 
difference in public records might entail small changes 
in the application of the method. 

The problem was to determine the change made in 
the number of church-going people in Windsor County 
during the twenty year period from 1888 to 1908. 

Two or more copies of the lists of taxpayers for each 
of these two years were secured, and the names were 
arranged in groups according to place of residence in 
each town. For this the old school districts were taken 
as a basis, and copies of maps of the districts were pre- 
pared for each town. The list of taxpayers comprised 
nearly every family in each town, and in each school 
district of each town, for the two years. 

The next step was to ascertain the names of the per- 
sons still living who regularly attended each Protestant 
church in the year 1888. From them were selected the 
best witnesses, that selection being based on interest 


in the church, age, memory, habits of mind, and ac- 
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quaintance with and interest in the people. If any 
persons had moved into the town in the year 1888 and 
had become regular church attendants, their names were 
ascertained, and generally they were found to be most 
efficient in settling cases of doubt as to the attendance 
of individuals in that year. Next the investigator 
called on the witnesses selected, awakened their interest 
in the work, explained its methods, and invited their 
codperation. In some cases it was possible to interest 
a whole family of regular attendants of different ages, 
who increased the probable correctness of the work by 
participating in it. 

Church-goers were divided.into three classes,—occa- 
sional attendants, who were present from one-sixth to 
one-third of the time; frequent attendants, present 
from one-third to two-thirds of the time; and regular 
attendants, present from two-thirds to all of the time. 

The witnesses selected were cautioned against the 
danger of confusing any other year, such as 1887 or 
1891, with the year 1888, and were urged to declare 
their uncertainty in every doubtful case. The name 
of the pastor in the year 1888 had previously been 
ascertained, and in all cases was given to the persons 
interviewed. 

Then came the tedious task of going over the names 
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on the list of taxpayers, recording the number of 
church-goers from every family, and marking the names 
as to which the witness was doubtful. Later the witness 
was questioned carefully as to whether any names had 
probably been omitted, and whether the facts as writ- 
ten down were surely correct. Opinions were then 
asked as to the tendency in church attendance in the 
twenty year period, and estimates were secured as to 
numbers in the congregations of 1888 and 1908. In 
many cases it was found that the persons interviewed 
had been in the habit of actually counting the con- 
gregations. 

The tax lists for 1908 were then treated in the same 
way. ‘The process here described was repeated with 
other witnesses. Any divergences were then discussed 
with the first witnesses, and the repetition was con- 
tinued until the investigator had satisfied himself that 
his figures were reasonably accurate. It is not always 
possible to find competent witnesses on the first trial. 
In Windsor County there are one or two such in nearly 
every church. 

The codperation freely given in this part of the 
investigation was of peculiar value, and acknowledg- 
ment is here repeated of the unselfish and indispensable 


assistance so generously rendered. 
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The Method Tested. Confidence in the truthfulness of 
the conclusions resulting from this method is based 
chiefly on the thorough testing to which they were sub- 
jected by comparison with records of counted congrega- 
tions. In most cases it was comparatively easy to as- 
certain the average attendance in 1908. Where records 
of actual counts were not available, it was usually pos- 
sible to find church members who had been in the habit 
of counting congregations although not of recording the 
count. Ina surprisingly large number of cases in Wind- 
sor County it was found that two-thirds the number of 
combined frequent and regular attendants, that is, of 
those who were in church at least one Sunday out of 
three, coincided closely with the average congregation 
as shown by the record of counted congregations, and 
by the estimates of persons who had been in the habit of 
counting. In order to make certain that the figures 
for 1908 did not fall below the actual attendance at 
church these estimates were checked against two-thirds 
of the number of combined frequent and regular at- 
tendants as found by the Gill method. If the estimates 
were larger than the number found by the Gill method, 
the estimate was used. If the number was larger the 
number was used. By this uniform method of choice 


all possibility of an unfair selection of the result to 
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use was avoided and a conservative figure was made 
certain. 

Columns 6 and 7 of Table 9 show that the average 
change in attendance in counted congregations was a 
decline of 41 per cent, while the average change for the 
same congregations by the Gill method was a decline of 
only 33 per cent. 

Of course it does not follow that in all cases the change 
in the relative number of people who attended church 
more than one-third of the time in two given years will 
correspond exactly with the change in the average 
congregations of the two years, but in determining the 
tendency in church-going the two sets of data coincide 
so closely that the truthfulness of both sets is confirmed. 

In more than one-third of the churches, therefore, the 
method is tested. It is not unlikely that hereafter 
records of counted congregations in other churches may 
be discovered, and it is possible that these may show 
that in some churches the loss in attendance is over- 
estimated, but it is scarcely possible that enough over- 
estimates have been made to offset the underestimates 


which have been proved. 
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TABLE 9 


SHOWING THAT THE LOsS IN ATTENDANCE May Br GREATER BUT CAN- 
not Br LESS THAN THAT STATED IN THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE 
INVESTIGATION 


Number of | Percentage of Percentage Lost 
Alttendance| Regular Attendance in or Gained Com- 


According | and 1888 pared with 1888 
to Records | Frequent 


Year 
of Counted Attendants Caanict : Chie : 
Congrega- | Determined C Gill C _ | Gill 
tions * by Gill ee Method| ~°"8"* | Method 
Method gations gations 
I 2 3 4 5 6 7 


Average loss in 20 years, 
(a) Excluding the church- 
es for which the members 
are estimated for 1888. —43 —34 
(b) Including the church- 
es for which the members 


are estimated for 1888 ** AE —33 
Hartford Cong’l 1886 190 4 119 are 
1888 160 248 100 100 
1889 165 or 103 ore 
1890 206 cv 129 Ade 
1908 99 153 62 62 —38 —38 
Hartland Cong’l 1888) 80 94 100 I00 
1889 90° eee 113 
1890 80 Sirs 100 dar 
1908 40 59 50 63 —s5o 37) 
1909 40 Sea 50 BAG 
Ludlow Meth. 1888 75 06 100 I00 
1908} 74 106 99 IIo —1 +10 
Springfield Cong’l 1888 220 317 100 100 
1901 205 age 93 
1904 187 Ary 85 Sei 
1908 133 200 61 63 —39 ST 
I9QIo 138 eure 63 


oie th IT EE a EE a ae ee 
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TABLE 9 (Continued) 


Year 


I 


Stockbridge Cong’l 


Weston Cong’! 


Andover Baptist 


Bethel Cong’! 


Bridgewater Cong’l 


Cavendish Baptist 


Chester Cong’l 


Chester Baptist 


Queechee Cong’! 


Number of | Percentage of 
Attendance| Regular | Apendance in 


According and 1888 
to Records | Frequent 
of Counted | Attendants 


Congrega- | Determined Come 


Percentage Lost 
or Gained Com- 
pared with 1888 


Counted 
Congre- 
gations 


Hons * | by GIN eae Method 
Method 
2 3 4 oF 
60 58 100 100 
40 40 67 69 
60 43 100 100 
56 : 93 
40 67 
35 26 58 61 
40 61 100 100 
Io 15 25 25 
90 130 100 100 
4r 62 46 48 
80 sot! 123 Siete 
65 49*** 100 100 
90 139 
50 gor 77 74 
40 ae 62 
75 73 I0o 100 
55 63 73 86 
175 106 
177 roo** 
ro2 152 62 86 
125 I54 100 r00 
70 105 56 68 
130 Sc 130 
5 12 00 100 
47 73 47 60 


—S4 


—23°*** 


—44 


—39 


—26 


WINDSOR COUNTY—ATTENDANCE 


TABLE 9 (Continued) 
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Year 


I 


West Hartford Cong’! 1882 


1888 
1908 


White River Jct. Univ. 1888 
1903 
1904 
1908 
1909 


North Hartland Meth. 1888 
1908 


Ludlow Cong’! 1882 
1888 


1908 
I9I0 


Ludlow Baptist 1888 
1908 
I9QIO 


Norwich Cong’! 1875 
1880 
1882 
1888 
1896 
1908 
IQIo 


Reading (Felchville) 
Baptist 1888 
1906 


Number of | Percentage of 
Attendance| Regular Jipepniecaa dn 


According and 1888 

to Records | Frequent 
of Counted | Attendants 
Congrega- | Determined 
tions * by Gill i 
Method ganems 


Counted 


Cone Watched 


Percentage Lost 
or Gained Com- 
pared with 1888 


Counted 
Congre- 
gations 


2 3 4 5 
7O 108 = 
92 100 100 
43 64 66 7° 
ote 106 I0o 
53 : jo 
37 : 49 ie 
3I 4 41 39 
23 5 31 
55 §I I0o0 100 
16 24 29 47 
90 Ior 
AeA 113 100 00 
85 127 905 112 
100 dsc 112 
140 198 100 100 
59 133 64 67 
63 . 45 
206 aera) 155 aera 
180 Yes 135 piss 
I40 eee I05 Gor 
oe 244 100 100 
123 s00 92 
miei 195 80 
00 nos 75 
60 60 100 100 
30 rete 50 


—7I 


ead, 


—30 


+12 
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TABLE 9 (Continued) 


Year 


I 


Reading (Felchville) 
Baptist 
Rochester Cong’! 


Rochester Meth. 


S. Royalton Cong’l 


Royalton Cong’] 


Sharon Cong’! 


Sharon Baptist 


1908 


1882 
1888 
1908 


1883 
IQOI 
1902 
1905 
1907 
1908 
1909 


1888 
1908 


1880 
1881 
1882 
1888 
1908 


1880 
1881 
1882 
1888 
1908 
IgIo 


1885 
1887 
1888 


Number of | Percentage of Percentage Lost 


Altendance Regular | Attendance in | or Gained Com- 
According | and 1888 pared with 1888 
to Records | Frequent 
of Counted Attendants Syed ongiad : 
Congrega- | Determined i Gill 
eck 5 Congre Congre 
tions by Gill clisns™® Method ciines Method 
Method |8"°"% 8 
2 3 4 5 6 7 
16 23 27 38 —73 —62 
117 eros 117 
SGC 137 100 100 
50 75 5° 55 —so as 
fae 125 100 
85 100 
80 04 
63 74 
60 AAS 72 Ree 
72 63 85 5I 
55 65 
go 131 I0o 100 
04 I4I 104 108 +4 +8 
108 152 
100 I4I 
76 an 107 : 
<i 98 I00 100 
59 88 83 90 —17 —10 
85 : I2r 
80 II4 
75 en 107 
het 102 100 100 
49 73 7° 72 54) —28 
4o 57 . 
85 I70 4 
5° I0o 


62 100 100 
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Year 
I 
Sharon Baptist 1890 
1895 
1908 


Springfield Baptist 1888 
1908 


Weathersfield Baptist 1888 


1893 
1908 


Weathersfield Center 
Cong’! 1880 
1888 
1889 
1895 
1900 
IQOI 
1908 


Weathersfield Cong’! & 

Ascutneyville Meth. 1880 
1882 
1888 
1908 


Weston Baptist 
& Meth. 1888 
1908 


Windsor Cong’l 1882 
1888 
1895 


Attendance 
According 
to Records 
of Counted 
Congrega- 
tions * 


160 


150 


Ioo 


Number of | Percentage of 
Attendance in 


Regular 
and 
Frequent 
Attendants 
Determined 
by Gill 
Method 


42 
14 
134 
64 


182 
64 


1096 


7888 
Count an 
et - | Method 
4 5 
130 
80 eat 
38 45 
I00 Ioo 
83 119 
100 100 
72 Se 
52 58 
87 BaD 
I00 
100 
68 
4r 
37 od 
33 
134 
IIS 
100 100 
53 48 
I0o0 I00 
27 35 
IIL Prt 
100 100 
74 


Percentage Lost 
or Gained Com- 
pared with 1888 


Counted 
Congre- 
gations 


—62 


Method 


+19 


—42 
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TABLE 9 (Continued) 


Year 


I 


Windsor Cong’l 


Windsor Baptist 


Windsor Episcopal 


Woodstock Cong’! 


1900 
1904 
1906 
1908 


1888 
1906 
1908 


1888 
1895 
1900 
1905 
1907 
1908 
1909 
IQIo 


1880 
1888 
1908 
1909 


Number of | Percentage of 
Attendance in 


Attendance| Regular 
According and 
to Records | Frequent 
of Counted | Attendants 
Congrega- | Determined 
tions * by Gill 
Method 
2 3 
60 
60 
49 ass 
49 73 
160 119 
49 ae 
42 63 
ad 57* 
53 
50 
AI 
51 sare 
8 2 72*** 
72 
61 
167 ADS 
ats 104 
135 163 
137 


1888 
coum i 
Fosoass Method 
4 5 
44 
44 
36 BHO 
36 37 
00 100 
30 ae 
26 53 
I0oo 
93 
88 
92 5 
90 : 
144 126 
126 
107 
106 
roo I0o 
85 84 
87 


Percentage Lost 
or Gained Com- 
pared with 1888 


Counted 


Congre- ie 
87 | Method 
gations 
6 Vi 
—64 —63 
mea" Al, 
—I5 —16 


*In column 2 figures which are reckoned in the manner described on page 100 are 
italicised. The rest of the figures represent actual counts. 
** Tn column 4 the italicised figure stands for the number for 1888 estimated from the 
counts for the nearest years for which counts are recorded. All other figures represent 


actual counts. 


*** Does not include attendants whose residences are in other townships. 
**** Tt will be noted as compared with the year 1887 the loss is 37 per cent and as com- 
pared with 1890 it is 44 per cent. 
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Diagram II, based on the figures in Table 9, shows also 
that the loss in attendance may be greater but cannot be 
less than that stated by the conclusions of this investiga- 
tion. The unbroken line represents the average decline 
of 41 per cent shown by the records of counted congrega- 
tions of those churches for which such records were 
found, while the dotted line shows for the same group 
of churches a decline of only 33 per cent indicated by 
the results obtained in the use of the Gill Method. 


DIAGRAM II 


COMPARISON OF THE RESULTS OF THE GILL METHOD WITH 
RECORDS OF COUNTED CONGREGATIONS 


(Dotted line represents the former, the unbroken line the latter.) 
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4. ATTENDANCE AND MEMBERSHIP COMPARED 


For fifty years in Windsor County there has been a 
tendency for church attendance to decline in propor- 
tion to membership. Table 10 gives membership and 
attendance figures for every church in the county for 
which both sets of facts are available for the twenty 
year period 1888-1908. Of the 49 churches compared, 
the attendance has gained in proportion to membership 
in 12, while in 37 it has lost. In the last two columns 
the figures are reduced to percentages. 

In these 49 churches there is a decline in the total 
church membership of less than 1 per cent, while in 
attendance there is a decline of nearly 28 per cent. The 
same tendency is also shown by comparing the figures 
which have already been given for membership and 
attendance in the county. While for the county, mem- 
bership has increased 4 per cent, attendance has de- 


clined 30 per cent. 
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TABLE to 


NUMBER OF MEMBERS AND ATTENDANTS COMPARED FOR 1888 
AND 1908 (CHURCHES ARRANGED IN ORDER OF RELATIVE In- 
CREASE OR DECREASE OF ATTENDANCE IN RELATION TO MEm- 
BERSHIP) 


Enrolled Per Cent 
Members pkentonts Gain or Loss 
In In 
1888 1908 1888 1908 | Member-| Attend- 

ship ance 
PR OGAIS 2 aie ste. nolo wie-s @ e3ie 4,493 |4,456 |5,320 | 3,834 —I1 —28 
Springfield Epis. 9 53 25 53 +489 +112 
Pomfret Cong’! 31 74 108 08 +139 —9 
Plymouth 17 23 80 37 +35 —54 
Cavendish Baptist] 46 76 73 63 +65 —I4 
West Windsor Meth. 65 IOI 108 92 +55 —I5 
Barnard Meth. or 99 136 61 +9 —55 
Andover Baptist 28 26 61 15 —7 —75 
Weston Meth. 72 78 Ior 42 + 8 —s58 
Weathersfield Baptist} 85 I00 100 58 +18 —42 
Springfield Cong} 283 340 317 200 +20 —37 
Bridgewater re 43 56 49 36 +30 —27 
Windsor & 128 IIo 10906 73 —I4 —63 
Weathersfield Ctr. “ 54 46 42 I4 —1I5 —67 
Woodstock Epis. 48 90 109 149 +88 +37 
So. Royalton Cong’l 61 96 133 I4I +57 + 6 
Hartland ia 65 69 94 59 Sei Ae ey 
Ludlow “4 108 176 113 127 +63 +12 
Bethel o 85 76 130 62 —II —52 
Weston Baptist 67 42 8r 22 —37 —73 
Royalton Epis. |26 (1887) 19 32 12 —27 —63 
Chester Baptist] 157 169 154 105 + 8 —32 
Ludlow ts 216 224 1098 133 +4 —33 
Hartford Cong} 182 176 248 153 —3 —38 
So. Royalton Meth. 81 93 119 92 -++r5 —23 
West Hartford Cong’l 71 70 92 64 —1 —30 
Bethel Epis. 46 43 79 54 —7 —32 
Woodstock Meth. 173 152 134 85 —12 —37 
Chester Cong’! | 160 178 177 152 +11 —I4 
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TABLE to (Continued) 


Enrolled Per Cent 
Members ete Gain or Loss 
In In 
1888 1908 1888 1908 | Member-| Attend- 

ship ance 
Ludlow Meth. 76 102 96 106 +34 +10 
Weston Cong’! 37 30 43 26 —I19 —4o 
Rochester se 118 86 137 75 —27 —45 
Springfield Meth. 193 234 IQ 194 +21 +2 
Quechee Cong’l |. ror 79 121 73 2 —40 
Norwich 187 174 244 105 —7 —20 
Cavendish Meth. 48 50 71 68 +4 —4 
Sharon Cong’l 92 71 102 73 —23 —28 
Rochester Meth. 142 77 125 63 —46 —s50 
Woodstock Cong’ | 211 176 194 163 —17 —16 
Windsor Baptist] 143 74 IIQ 63 —48 —47 
Windsor Epis. 7° 83 57 72 +19 +26 
Stockbridge Cong’! 48 25 58 40 —48 —31 
Royalton Ss 73 59 98 88 —I19 —1I0 
Hartland Meth. 76 36 88 54 53 =——30) 
Chester Epis. 17 43 61 40 —44 —34 
Sharon Baptist] 54 I5 62 28 —72 —55 
Reading oe 62 9 60 23 —85 —62 
Springfield AS 132 120 65 77 —9 +18 
White River Jct. Epis. 37 49 27 44 +32 +63 
Bethel Baptist 18 9 12* 17* —50 +42 


* Attendants resident in neighboring townships excluded in both years. 


Diagram III, based on the figures in Table 10, shows 
graphically that in the churches for which both sets 
of facts are known membership has declined only 1 


per cent while attendance has declined 28 per cent. 
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DIAGRAM III 
CoMPARISON OF Loss IN MEMBERSHIP AND Loss IN ATTENDANCE 
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The decline of attendance in proportion to member- 
ship has been explained as due to the retention of non- 
resident members on church rolls. That this is not true 
is shown by the figures for 32 churches given in Table 11, 
in only 6 of which the attendance has gained on the 
resident membership, while membership has increased 


over attendance in 26. 
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TABLE 11 


NuMBER OF RESIDENT MEMBERS AND ATTENDANTS IN THE 
INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES IN THE YEARS 1888 AND 1908 AND THE 
Gain AND Loss PER CENT (CHURCHES ARRANGED IN THE 
ORDER OF THE PERCENTAGE OF Loss IN ATTENDANCE IN RE- 
LATION TO MEMBERSHIP) 


Pomfret 
Plymouth 
Cavendish 
Andover 
Weathersfield 
Springfield 
Bridgewater 
Windsor 


Weathersfield Ctr. 


So. Royalton 
Hartland 
Ludlow 
Bethel 
Weston 
Chester 
Ludlow 
Hartford 
West Hartford 
Weston 
Chester 
Rochester 
Quechee 
Norwich 
Sharon 
Woodstock 
Windsor 
Royalton 
Sharon 


Resident Gain or Loss 
Members Banter: Per Cent 


Resident | Attend- 


1888 | 1908 | 1888 | 10°38 | ar, noes! ants 


siotaahe ies 2,324 |2,180 |3,761 | 2,553 — 6 —32 
Cong’! 27 63 108 98 +133 —o9 
" 14 18 80 37 +29 SS 
Baptist} 37 61 73 63 +65 —I4 
16 12 61 15 —25 —75 

< 354 45 100 58 Sy —42 
Cong’l | 235 245 317 200 see 377 
ie 25 37 49 36 +48 — 27 

s 104 85 196 73 —18 —63 

s 39 23 42 an | soar |) ae 
5° 77 133 I4I +54 +6 

i 56 55 904 59 ea 37, 
60 133 113 127 +122 +12 

es 68 61 130 62 —I0 —52 
Baptist 30 32 81 22 +7 —73 
sf 113 120 154 IO5 + 6 —32 

f 160 145 198 133 i) —33 
Cong’l 147 I16 248 153 —21 —38 
s 48 48 92 64 Pate —30 

ef 26 24 43 26 —8 —40 

s 116 II9 177 152 + 3 —I4 

y 04 66 137 75 —30 —A45 
79 SI 12r 73 35) —40 

Se 150 138 244 105 —8 —20 

ss 67 38 I02 73 —43 —28 

se 166 149 194 163 —I0 —16 
Baptist] or at II9 63 55 —47 
Cong’! 51 47 98 88 —8 —I0 


Baptist] 32 15 62 28 nS —55 
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TABLE 11 (Continued) 
Se Os 


Resident Gain or Loss 
Members Bare Gans Per Cent 


Resident | Attend- 
Members| ants 


Stockbridge Cong’l 39 19 58 40 —sI —31 
Springfield Baptist 74 79 65 7 +7 +18 
Reading a 42 9 60 23 —79 —62 
Bethel ce I4 9 12* rs —36 +42 


* Attendants resident in neighboring townships excluded both years. 


5. INCOME AND EXPENDITURES 


A description of the method of determining the in- 
crease or decrease in the amount of expenditure by the 
churches is given on page 24. 

The Change in Prices and the Cost of Living. Tables 
12 and 13 show that the greatest increase in the cost of 
living, comparing the period 1885-1889 with the period 
1905-1909, was 48 per cent in the township of Hartford; 
the least increase was 7 per cent in the township of 
Weston. Comparing the year 1909 with the average 
for 1885-1889 the least increase was Io per cent in 
Weston, while the greatest was 57 per cent in Hartford. 
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TABLE 12 


INCREASE PER CENT IN THE Cost oF LIVING FOR THE YEAR 
1909 AND FOR 1905-1909 AS COMPARED WITH THE AVERAGE 
FOR 1885-1889 


Percentage of Increase in Cost of 
Living as Compared with 


1885-1889 
1909 IQO5—1900 
Per Cent Per Cent 
County enero ee ea eee 31 24 
Hartiord eE own ware cnemiarsierinceateersels 57 48 
INOEWICH oS tevch ee isles wate wietopererettcnre 46 40 
Bethel LUNES ste Bie aS Ata 5 42 35 
Cavendish ei. wan Noiei ereietettoe 38 34 
‘Windsor: eiiiew ccrarscnremincteercaes 4° 33 
Ludlow SSN Toe eet arc Saree acs lets 4I 32 
Rochester “oN Sanreinaccnecrocesniee 38 3r 
Weathersfield Town..< ....+-.-..-+° 35 28 
Stockbridge Soe raavecrelstons ee eteis he 33 25 
Chester Sabre ieee hovonrccierae 30 25 
Woodstock So erats ot elanoreatie ates sete 31 23 
Reading Sear ee PUR Re meee nte 2I 18 
Sharon ee eaiene Sete eae 29 17 
Bridgewater ST Seine enemas 30 16 
Barnard SS cidisag cntteetroe eee 22 16 
Royalton oO svase, eroioietceererctersnete 24 15 
Hartland Se aera cays ea SE ieee 24 I4 
Springfield a aR Tae tool 20 13 
Pomfret 1 Feueher lau tev etore moments 15 9 


Weston Lah OR ERE Gos, cP CRS Io 7 
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TABLE 13 


INDEX FIGURES SHOWING THE CHANGE IN THE Cost oF LIVING 
IN TWENTY Towns, AS COMPARED WITH 1885-1889 


Year | Hartford) Norwich| Bethel | Ludlow | Windsor| 7-0" 
1875-1880 105 
1880-1884 102 
1885-1889 100 100 100 100 100 100 
1890 IOI 95 108 96 
1893 IIo 07 108 106 
1895 93 105 
1898 904 105 
1900 93 I12 II5 
1903 11g I05 
I905 143 137 128 I25 126 I31 
1908 | 148 139 139 134 136 135 
I909 I57 146 142 I4I 140 138 
Ave. ’os—’09 | 148 I40 135 132 733 134 
Stock- 
Roch- | Weath- | bridge | Wood- | Bridge- 
Year ester ersfield | (without| stock water | Chester 
rent) 
1875-1880 III 126 I20 123 
1880-1884 96 £32 II5 105 
1885-1889 100 100 I0o I0o 100 100 
1890 114 106 I05 IOL 
1893 102 sab ues 99 106 
1895 100 IOI 86 IOI 
1898 98 I04 96 104 
1900 113 I09 I05 104 
1903 III II5 103 III 
I905 126 120 II9Q 118 109g I1Q 
1908 133 133 126 124 116 123 
I909 138 135 133 131 130 130 


Ave. ’o05—’09 | 131 128 125 123 116 125 
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TABLE 13 (Continued) 


Hart- 
Year Sharon | Royalton hack , Barnard | Reading Je 

rent) 

1875-1880 905 II5 94 

1880-1885 IIo 112 Io4 

1885-1889 I0o I0O ~ 100 100 100 b core) 

1890 96 98 86 102 

1893 104 I02 103 

1805 100 07 I02 

1808 102 96 IOI 

1900 108 IOI 102 102 

1903 109 103 103 

I905 III III 107 113 116 107 

1908 116 II4 118 117 IIQ r16 

1909 120 124 124 122 121 I20 

Ave. ’o5—’o9 117 IIs II4 116 118 113 


Year Pomfret | Weston 


1875-1880 105 IIs 
1880-1885 128 108 
1885-1889 100 100 
1890 104 100 

1893 102 103 

1895 107 100 

1898 97 97 

I900 IO4 105 

1903 103 108 

1905 IOL 105 

1908 113 cole) 

1909 II5 IIo 
Ave.’o5-’09 | r00 107 


Diagram IV shows the change in the cost of living 
in the different townships. The figures at the bottom 
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of the cuts indicate the years. The average for 1885- 
1889 being taken as 100, the lines show the increase 
per cent as indicate by the figures at the left of the 
cuts. 


DIAGRAM IV 


THE CHANGE IN THE Cost oF LIVING IN THE DIFFERENT 
TOWNSHIPS 
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DIAGRAM IV (Continued) 
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DIAGRAM IV (Continued) 
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DIAGRAM IV (Continued) 
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Total Expenditures. The following comparison 
(Table 14) of church expenditures in Windsor County 
deals with the average of the five years from 1905 to 
1909 as compared with the five years from 1885 to 1889. 
It appears that all the churches in the county for which 
statistics are available taken together have increased 
their expenditures from $50,931 in the first period to 
$65,679 in the second, an increase of 29 per cent. The 


latter figure, however, includes more than $20,000 ex- 


WINDSOR COUNTY—EXPENDITURES 123 


pended in the second period for a church in Woodstock, 
more than three-fourths of the cost of which was con- 
tributed by summer residents and non-residents. If all 
the churches of the town of Woodstock are eliminated 
from the comparison, as it is fair they should be, the 
increase is from $42,704 in the first period to $52,419 in 
the second period, or an increase of 22.7 per cent. If 
we express these expenditures for the second period in 
terms of their actual purchasing power compared with 
expenditures in the first period, still eliminating the 
churches of Woodstock, we find them to amount only 
to $41,855, or a loss of 2 per cent. 

To express the matter differently, 34 churches in 
Windsor County have expended a greater number of 
dollars in the second period than in the first, while 19 
have expended a smaller number. Measured in pur- 
chasing power, 27 churches have increased their ex- 
penditures while 26 have decreased them. 

Among the churches whose financial statistics are 
not available there are in the county 14 churches of 
one denomination whose total attendance declined 50 
per cent in twenty years. It is probable therefore that 
their expenditures in money have suffered a greater 
decline than did those of the denominations whose 


statistics are given. It is evident from these results 
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that the churches of the county as a whole are barely 


holding their own, although largely assisted by con- 


tributions from non-residents. 


TABLE 14 


AVERAGE ANNUAL EXPENDITURES OF THE INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES 
1885-1889 AND 1905-1909 


1885-89 

Name of Church Dollars 
and Pur- 

chasing 

Power 

Totals with Woodstock 
GHULChES To peiiereite ree 50,931 
Totals without Wood- 

stock Churches. ...... 42,704 
Springfield Cong’l. .. 5,373 
Hartford s 2,168 
Queechee os 1,523 
West Hartford “ 568 
Wilder 238 
Woodstock < 4,926 
Windsor oe 1,661 
Ludlow 619 
Bethel sf 728 
Chester Ee 1,219 
So. Royalton eee 864 
Royalton ie 831 
Hartland Ss 884 


1905-1909 
Pur- 
chasing 
Power as 
Dollars Com- 
pared 
with 1885 

-1889 

65,679 | 52,635 
52,419 | 41,855 
4,225 3,732 
1,946 1,318 
1,440 98 
727 492 
I,205 816 
4,704 | 3,824 
1,520 1,144 
2,200 ol, 730 
1,074 797 
1,946 1,582 
1,506 1,304 
890 824 
1,263 I,103 


Gain or Loss 


Per Cent 

In 

In | Pur- 
Dol- | chas- 
lars ing 
Power 

£29: )-F3 
“23 ) ag 
—21 | —3r 
=—190 =59 
See iol Pee'3 0 
+28 | —13 
+406 |+243 
— 5 | —22 
— 8/| —31 
+270 |+181 
Sid Ones anO 
+60 | +30 
Sie [boar 
a Ye] 3 
+43 | +25 
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TABLE 14 (Continued) 


1885-89 


Name of Church Dollars 


and Pur- 
chasing 
Power 

Rochester Cong... 816 
Norwich oe 1,182 
Ascutneyville Cran 218 
Weathersfield OS Sh 160 
Bridgewater se comin: 352 
Stockbridge Os ae 344 
Pomfret Geen 463 
Weston aed 362 
Sharon st 720 
Plymouth ee re 130 
Springfield Baptist. .. 1,078 
Windsor Pe 1,213 
Ludlow ones ae 1,795 
Bethel need 254 
Chester Ses ot 1,404 
Cavendish See ens 449 
Weathersfield ae 718 
Weston 2) Se 3 
Sharon BES Cee 301 
Reading ete a 734 
Andover PAS 257 
White River Jct. Epis.. 558 
Springfield cae 27 
Woodstock saree 1,482 
Windsor M3 1,157 
Bethel Gil es 546 
Chester te 1,045 


Royalton tal A ree 


1905-1909 

Pur- 

chasing 
Power as 

Dollars Com- 

pared 
with 1885 

—1889 

I,200 O13 
nag I,139 
337 203 
125 97 
584 503 
281 207 
809 745 
466 434 
684 600 
189 I5I 
984 869 
863 649 
2,369 1,798 
109 81 
20n1 1,652 
843 671 
760 593 
13% 122 
202 177 
375 202 
453 368 
615 417 
505 446 
7,287 | 5,924 
1,868 1,406 
417 309 
801 651 


Gain or Loss 


Per Cent 

In 

In | Pur- 
Dol- | shas- 

lars ing 
Power 

steals 02 
+28 |—4 
+55 | +21 
—22 | —30 
+66 | +43 
ait || 3746) 
Sis |) aoe 
eig20u tata 20 
yr Oye |e ae 
+45 | +16 
= 98 | =-20 
—29 | —46 
+32 Re, 
— 57 | ——O8 
+45 | +18 
+88 | +49 
Sn Ouler at 
aoc eae 
—49 | —60 
+76 | +43 
+10 } —25 
+392 |+300 
+61 | +22 
SPY FG 
—23 | —38 
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TABLE 14 (Continued) 


* Did not report expenditures in 1888 
** Not holding services in 1888 


1885-89 IQO5—1909 
Pur- 
chasin 
Name of Church Dollars Beves a 
and Pur- Dollars Com- 
chasing pared 
Power with 1885 
-1889 
Norwich AUDISU Es Masel acictetcoermls vetsacrs 
Cavendish Sh 160 204 162 
Springfield M.E......... 1,662 2,566 2,267 
Wilder Se Soe sina 627 425 
Mand Queaice  f| 289] 987 | ses 
Woodstock “ 1,810 1,260 1,032 
Windsor < Serine 752 566 
Ludlow ss 940 913 693 
Hartland s 811 I,020 801 
Rochester 3 I,500 1,288 081 
Cavendish * 719 1,108 882 
Barnard ss 766 782 673 
_ Weston “ 564 468 436 
West Windsor of 720 1,148 1,058 


Gain or Loss 


Per Cent 

In 
In | Pur- 
Dol- | chas- 
lars | ing 
Power 
+28/+ 14 
+54 | +36 
hash |eaO 
a SO 
— 3 | —26 
+26 | +10 
SP 25 
+54 | +23 
+ 2]—12 
Samy fa meets} 
S745 
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TABLE 15 
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AVERAGE ANNUAL CHURCH EXPENDITURES OF THE DIFFERENT 
TOWNSHIPS 1885-1889 AND 1905-1909 


1885-1889 


Dollars 
Name of Town and 
Purchas- 
ing 
Power 


Totals with Wood- 


Totals omitting 


Woodstock ...... 42,704 
ANGOVED ss 0 ce cei: 257 
BSALIVANC aicteseicie esis) 374 766 
PBCLROE sr ar bjoveyartyo ae)8 1,528 
Bridgewater ....... 352 
Cavendishriy..22::. 1,328 
Mhester 2 oo .c1o.c.s.0 5-0 3,668 
PTATLIOLC creteie: aeese ers 6,046 
Hartland. cijcic sate 1,605 
WatdlowWinvc.cc «0c e 0.6 3,354 
Norwich... sec. 1,182 
Biymouthiva. </s-srar 130 
IP GUE C ice cieiac 5:7 463 
PR CAGUIG rs evelcteionelielevs 734 
Rochester <...5. 605 2,316 
HR OVAILOD vereiateie crsio 1,605 
SALON.) siete visiersieer- 1,021 
Springfield........ 8,140 
Stockbridge ....... 344 
Weathersfield. ..... 1,006 
WieStom. cist sie ote « 929 
West Windsor..... 729 
WV GSOT is ep eterd.cteseross 4,031 
Woodstock ........ 8,227 


Gain or Loss 


1905-1909 
Purchas- 
ing 
Dollars Ravers 
compared 
with 1885 
-1889 
65,679 | 52,635 
52,419 | 41,855 
453 368 
782 673 
1,600 1,187 
584 503 
2,155 1,716 
4,778 | 3,885 
8,557 | 5,795 
2,283 1,904 
51574 4,230 
1,513 1,139 
180 I5r 
809 745 
375 292 
2,488 1,804 
2,390 2,218 
886 777 
8,270 7,314 
281 207 
1,222 952 
1,065 992 
1,148 1,059 
5,002 3,794 
13,260 | 10,780 


Per Cent 
In 
In Purchas- 
Dollars ing 
Power 
+20 aP G 
+23 —2 
ain ON | eectAS 
+2 —12 
+5 ae? 
+66 +43 
+62 +29 
+30 ae 
+23 a7 
+35 +18 
+66 +26 
aes) af) 
Sag |p aes 
+75 +61 
—49 —6o 
EAT, et 
+41 +31 
—13 —24 
+2 —I0 
—18 —40 
+ir —13 
+15 aT, 
S57 +45 
+24 aT 
+61 =zau 
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Benevolences. Measured in dollars 32 churches in 
Windsor County have increased their gifts for benev- 
olences while 21 have decreased them. Measured in 
purchasing power, but 25 churches have increased their 
gifts while 28 have decreased them. Taken as a whole 
the churches of the county have decreased their contri- 
butions in dollars from an average of $10,986 in the first 
period to an average of $8,625 in the second, a decrease 
of 21 per cent. If we eliminate the churches of Wood- 
stock, as was done in the matter of expenditures above, 
they have fallen from $7,585 in the first period to $6,820 
in the second period, or 10 per cent. Expressed in terms 
of purchasing power the churches of the county gave 
an average each year of $10,986 during the first period 
and an equivalent of $6,964 in the second, or a decrease 
of 37 per cent. If we eliminate the churches of Wood- 
stock as before, they gave $7,585 in the first period as 
against $5,496 in the second, a decrease of 27 per cent. 
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TABLE 16 
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AVERAGE ANNUAL BENEVOLENCES IN THE INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES, 


1885-1889 AND 1905-1909 


1885-89 1905-1909 is Oe 
Gain or Loss 
Purchas- 
Name of Church Dollars ing In 
and Dollars Power as In Purchas- 
Purchas- compared| Dollars ing 
ing with 1885 Power 
Power to 1889 
Totals with Wood- 

Stock =,chnm Seis cae 10,986 8,625 6,964 — 21 — 37 
Totals without 

Woodstock ...... 7,585 6,820 5,496 — 10 — 27 
Springfield Cong’l ..} 2,682 1,012 804 — 62 — 67 
Hartford Bea at 618 235 159 — 62 — 74 
Wilder se Il 85 57 +673 +418 
Quechee 200 51 34 — 74 — 83 
West Hartf’d “ 28 29 20 | + 4 — 29 
Woodstock “ 3,219 T,G3r 1,082 — 59 — 66 
Windsor Ef 204 127 96 — 57 — 67 
Ludlow ee 181 283 215 + 56 + 19 
Bethel s 47 66 49 -++ 40 + 4 
Chester sf 176 199 162 + 33 — 8 
So. Royalton “ 158 57 52 — 64 — 67 
Royalton cs 173 155 144 — 10 — 17 
Hartland sé 58 68 60 + 17 3 
Rochester “  .. 86 100 76 + 16 — 12 
Norwich i ae ee 273 166 I25 — 30 — 54 
Ascutneyville“ 37 82 64 +122 + 73 
Weathersfield Ctr. 

Cong eameeee es 7 5 4 — 20 — 43 
Bridgewater Cong’l 57 13 II — 77 — 8&1 
Stockbridge s 20 7 5 — 75 — 83 
Pomfret ss 14 49 45 +250 +221 
Weston ve 45 34 31 — 24 — 31 
Sharon € 70 18 16 — 74 — 77 


130 THE COUNTRY CHURCH 


TABLE 16 (Continued) 


Per Cent 
1885-89 EQOS HOOD Gain or Loss 
: Purchas- 
Name of Church | Dollars ing In 
and Power as In Purchas- 

Purchas- | Dollars compared| Dollars ing 

ing with 1885 Power 
Power to 1889 
Plymouth Cong’l... 16 6 5 — 63 — 69 
Springfield Baptist . 75 114 IOI + 52 + 35 
Windsor rei Oe 66 76 57 + 15 — 14 
Ludlow Dae 518 884 671 + 71 + 30 
Bethel iar 28 4 3 — 86 — 89 
Chester $7 ls too 547 445 | +447 +345 
Cavendish Serene 47 131 104 +179 +121 
Weathersfield “ .. QI 129 IOI + 42 + 11 
Weston Sart 3 23 21 +667 +600 
Sharon an ee 18 17 15 — 6 — 17 
Reading Lar ees 176 14 II — 92 — 04 
Andover Ke 19 25 20 + 32 + 5 
White River Jct. 

Epissen sactae 25 84 57 | +236 +128 
Springfield Epis... 37 33 
Woodstock “ .. 63 340 277 | +440 +340 
Windsor “Ata 147 232 175 + 58 =—) 10 
Bethel Seog II7 74 54 — 37 ——. 6A 
Chester eres 62 54 44 — 13 — 20 
Royalton - 24 42 EO) |) Se 78 + 63 
Norwich hie 
Cavendish “ .. 5 15 12 | +200 +140 
Springfield Meth. ... 286 519 458 + 8x + 60 
White River Jct. 

Meth. Epis...... 124 248 168 | +100 + 35 
Woodstock Meth. .. 11g 134 109 aoers — 8 
Windsor San 57 43 
Ludlow i 8x 104 79 | + 28 — 2 


Hartland SCN 54 4 35 — 24 — 35 
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TABLE 16 (Continued) 
Per Cent 
ae i) FOOD £209 Gain or Loss 
Purchas- 
Name of Church Dollars ing In 
and Dollars Power as In Purchas- 
P urchas- compared| Dollars ing 
mg with 1885 Power 
Power —1880 
Rochester Meth... 48 126 96 +163 +100 
Cavendish SEA 42 52 41 + 24 — 2 
Barnard es 49 165 142 +237 +190 
Weston eo Sek 44 v7. 16 — 61 — 64 
West Windsor “ ... 76 142 131 + 87 + 72 
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TABLE 17 


AVERAGE ANNUAL BENEVOLENCES IN THE DIFFERENT TOWNS, 
1885-1889 AND 1905-1909 


Name of Town 


Totals: 
With Woodstock ... 
Without Woodstock 


Andoverncisseccscur 


Barnandeementecerr 


Bridgewater....... 
Cavendishin.ss ccm. 


Pivimouthyeor es ces 
Pomiretenuacsestacs 


Springfield........ 
Stockbridge....... 
Weathersfield...... 


1885-1889 


Dollars 
and 
Purchas- 
ing 
Power 


338 
I,007 
I1I2 
780 
273 


compared| Dollars 


1905-1909 
Purchas- 
ing 
Dollars F oloerae 
with 1885 
—1889 
8,625 6,964 
6,820 5,496 
25 20 
165 142 
144 107 
13 II 
198 158 
800 650 
733 406 
109 95 
T2727 965 
166 I25 
6 5 
49 45 
14 II 
226 172 
254 235 
35 30 
1,682 1,486 
6 5 
216 168 
73 68 
142 I31 
493 371 
1,805 1,468 


Per Cent 
Gain or Loss 


In 


In 
Purchas- 
ing 
Power 
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Ministers’ Salaries. The salaries of 53 out of the 57 
ministers in the county are here considered. During the 
five year period (1885-1889) or the first year thereafter 
for which data are available, if the rental value of the 
parsonages be estimated and reckoned in as a part of 
the salary, five ministers received $400 or less; ten re- 
ceived $500 or less; twenty-three, $600 or less; thirty- 
four, $700 or less; thirty-seven $800 or less; while the 
general average was $710. 

Twenty years later (1905-1909) two received $400 or 
less; four received $500 or less; fifteen received $600 or 
less; twenty-one received $700 or less; thirty received 
$800 or less, while the general average was $814. 

It must be remembered that in purchasing power the 
salaries of the second period were from 7 to 32 per cent 
less than salaries of the same number of dollars twenty 
years before. For example, in the town of Hartford, a 
salary of $636 during the first period was as good as a 
salary of $1,000 in the year 1909. 

The following figures cover all the churches in Wind- 
sor County which attempt to furnish support for a 
minister: 

Of the 53 churches considered, only 7 gave less dollars 
at the end of the twenty year period than at the be- 
ginning. It is highly probable, therefore, that the 
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people in the great majority of these churches believe 
they are giving salaries at least as large as they were 
twenty years ago. The facts are otherwise. 

In only 19 of the 53 churches is the purchasing power 
of the salaries now as great as it was twenty years ago. 
As a matter of fact, 64 per cent of the ministers are 
receiving salaries worth less to-day than were those of 


twenty years ago. 


TABLE 184 (Summary) 


INCREASE AND DECREASE IN MINISTERS’ SALARIES 


Increase or De- 


885-188 . 
Ce pak a crease per Cent 
Purchas- Purchas- In 
Dollars | ing | Dollars | ing 8 Purchas- 
Power Powep | Or O®. | ome 
Power 


Received by 
ministers of 
churches for 
which data 
are reported 
for 1885-89 
and 1905-00} 27,756 | 27,756 | 32,721 | 25,871 +18 —7 
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TABLE 184 (Continued) 


Year Nearest 


I De- 
1885-89 for Which naa cas 


— C 
Dale ure Beperied 1905-1909 crease per Cent 
In 
Purchas- Purchas- 
: é In Purchas- 
Dollars ing Dollars ing : 
P Dollars ing 
ower Power 
Power 
Received by 
ministers of 
churches not 
reporting for 
years 1885— 
BO es tie « 8,690 8,402 0,547 7,744 | ro —8s 


Increase or De- 


Totals For Earlier Periods| For Later Period 
crease per Cent 


Purchas- Purchas- 


Dollars ing Dollars ing 
Power Power 


36,446 | 36,158 | 42,268 | 33,615 | +16 =H 
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TABLE 188 


INCREASE OR DECREASE IN THE AVERAGE ANNUAL SALARIES 
OF MINISTERS—1885-1889 AND I905-1909 


Increase or Decrease 
1885-89 | 1905-09 | 1905-09 


Per Cent 

Purchas- ee 

3 ing Power In 

ee ome Dollars | as Com- is Purchas- 

and ‘ Dollars |. 
Dollars pared with ing Power 
85-89 

SPOta ear wuaretc auehercievecrars 27,756 32,721 25,871 + 18 — 7 
Springfield Cong’l...... 1,540 1,612 1,424 + 5 — 8 
Hartford CaS Sse 1,000 1,040 704 + 4 — 30 
Quechee Soe tenes 800+P} 880+P} 5096+P) + 10 — 26 
Ludlow So Ste soa I,00o—P} 1,150 873 + 15 — 13 
Bethel CT eerie 900 9or 668 + 1 — 26 
Chester SOR Sacer 900 I,I25 ors + 25 + 2 
Royalton SE 600—P} 387—P] 358—P] — 36 — 40 
Hartland Sod itaratcrait 600+P} sost+P} s520+P}/ — 1 — 3 
Rochester See igtstevers 685 805 613 + 18 —ii1I 
Norwich Bee ihe are 5s00+P| 684+P} s540+P] + 37 + 8 
Sharon SOR aewesh 500+P| 600+P} sr4+P} + 20 + 3 
Springfield Baptist ..... 780 580 512 — 26 — 34 
Ludlow See Pires teste goo—P} 1,030 782 + 14 — 3 
Cavendish) “O° 2 on.Fe. 500 773 655 + 55 + 31 
Perkinsvilles Wennie 500 575 448 + 15 — 10 
White River Jct. Epis. 538—P|  oo00o—P| 680—P] + 67 + 26 
Woodstock ‘s 1,150 1,320 1,073 + 15 — 7 
Windsor ss 706 1,030 778 + 46 + ro 
Bethel sf 571 886 657 + 55 + 15 
Chester ye 971i 1,121 QII + 16 — 6 
Springfield Meth. 1,050 1,300 1,148 + 24 + 9 
White River Jct. ‘“ 906 I,I00 712 + ar — 21 
Woodstock “s gio 069 788 + 7 — 3 
Ludlow ue 645 75° 569 + 16 — 12 
Bethel rst sf 305 515 382 + 30 — 3 
Bethel 2d s 370 746 554 +102 + 50 
So. Royalton sf 673 725 632 + 8 — 6 
Hartland ss 633 545 476 — 14 — 25 


Rochester oe 695 745 567 a ti — 8 
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TABLE 188 (Continued) 
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1885-89 
Purchas- 
ing Power 
and 
Dollars 
Norwich Meth. . 605 
Proctorsville bs 618 
Perkinsville so 538 
Barnard ss 629 
Gaysville s 416 
Stockbridge sf 541 
Weston eo 430 
West Windsor “s 614 
Reading < 347 
Woodstock Christian 500—P 
Windsor Unitarian 600—P 


1905-09 


Dollars 


640 
gIo 
502 
591 
442 
610 
547 
74° 
581 
800—P 
960—P 


' | Increase or Decrease 
eek et) Per Cent 
Purchas- 
ing Power In 
In 
as Com- Dollars Purchas- 
pared with ing Power 
85-89 
465 ap 4 ras 
678 Si wAy + 10 
301 Sp || ay 
508 — 6 — 19 
353 Sp A 15 
411 + 13 — 24 
510 aie + 19 
683 + 21 + 11 
453 + 67 “I 3 
6s50—P| + 60 + 30 
723—P| + 60 Se? | 


138 


THE COUNTRY CHURCH 


TABLE 18c 


INCREASE AND DECREASE IN MINISTERS’ SALARIES IN CHURCHES 
NOT REPORTING FOR PERIOD 1885-1889 


West Hartford 
Cong’! 
Wilder es 
Woodstock ‘“ 
Windsor es 
So. Royalton “ 
Bridgewater 
Pomfret 
Weston By 
Windsor Baptist 
Chester s 
Wilder Meth. 
Windsor ‘“ 
Chester Univ. .. 


“ 


“ 


Dollars Given 

in Year Near- 
est 85-89 for 
which Data 

are Reported 


8,690 


(93) 400—P 
(93) 600 
(90) 1,200+P 
(00) 1,000-++P 
(05) 7oo+P 
(89) 600—P 
(05) 600—P 
(98) 350—P 
(90) 600 
(95) 900 
(9s) 450+P 
(95) 690 
(03) 600—P 


Purchasing 
Power of 
Salary in 

Year Nearest 
85-89 for 

which Data 

are Reported 


8,402 


(93) 366—P 


(93) 


549 


(90) 1,162-+P 


(00) 
(05) 
(89) 
(os) 
(98) 
(90) 
(95) 
(95) 
(95) 
(03) 


897+P 
712+P 
600—P 
594—P 
360—P 
627 

895 

445 +P 
655 

540—P 


Average Annual Salary 


in Period 1905-1909 


In Dollars| Power as 


9,547 


538—P 
640 
1,400+P 
I,020-+P 
740 +P 
725 
600—P 
360—P 
670 
1,025 
410+P 
810 


Increase 

or De- 

crease 

Per Cent 
In Pur- me 
chasing e|& s 
aS sise 

o| es 
Compared Q & x 

with 85-89 

7,744 Ske} 5 
407 =F35| 3 
433 Se Yih 
1,180+P]} +17] + 2 
768+P| + 2] —14 
726+P] + 6] + 2 
624 +21] + 4 
552—P| ....]} — 7 
Skier at ar Sila! 
504 +12] —20 
833 x4} —— 7 
278+P| — o| —38 
616 +19] — 6 
488—P —I0 


600—P 


—P indicates that no parsonage is provided by the church. 
+P indicates that a parsonage is provided for the minister rent free in addition 
to the salary as here given. 
Where not otherwise indicated, the figures in this table include the estimated 
rental value of parsonage. 


Other Expenditures. 


County no figures were gathered for classes of expendi- 


In the survey of Windsor 


tures other than benevolences and ministers’ salaries. 
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These constitute the only large classes of expenditures 
except those for buildings and improvements on church 
property. With so considerable a decline in benevo- 
lences and ministers’ salaries, and so small a. change in 
the amount of total expenditures there must inevitably 
have been an increase in the remaining expenditures, 
that is, for heating, lighting, janitor work, incidental 
expenses, and repairs to buildings. The church build- 
ings as a rule are in good condition, and it is less difficult 
to secure money for repairs and permanent improve- 
ments on church properties than for ministers’ salaries 


and benevolences. 


6. EDUCATIONAL EQUIPMENT OF THE MINISTERS 


Information was obtained concerning the educational 
equipment of 48 of the 57 pastors of the county. Of 
these, 11 have received either college or seminary train- 
ing of five or six years. Six others have privately pur- 
sued courses of study prescribed by the Methodist 
Episcopal Conferences. Less than two-thirds of the 
ministers have received what by any ordinary standard 
could be regarded as an adequate training, while only 
12, or 25 per cent, have completed the full college and 
seminary course of seven years which a reasonably high 


standard of ministerial education requires. 
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7. ACTIVITIES OF THE DENOMINATIONS 


Table 19 shows that in number of attendants the 
Congregational churches rank first in the county, the 
Methodist Episcopal Church second, the Baptist 
churches third, the Universalist fourth, the Episcopal 
fifth. 

Of the five larger denominations the Episcopal 
Church ranks first in percentage of gain in membership, 
with its increase in twenty years of 21 per cent. The 
Methodist Episcopal Church ranks second with 17 
per cent, the Congregational churches third with a gain 
of 4 per cent, while the Baptist churches have lost 
I4 per cent. 

In maintaining attendance the Episcopal Church 
again stands first, with a gain of 4 per cent. The 
Methodist Episcopal Church has lost 27 per cent, the 
Congregational churches 28 per cent, the Baptist 
churches 39 per cent, while the Universalists have lost 
no less than 50 per cent. 

Table 20 shows that in real expenditures the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church is the only denomination which 
has gained. When expressed in purchasing power the 
increase is 7 per cent. The Congregational churches 


have declined 2 per cent reckoning in purchasing power, 
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the Baptist 11 per cent, the Episcopal Church 11 per 
cent. These figures do not include those for the 
churches of Woodstock. 


TABLE 19 


GAINS AND LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE BY DE- 
NOMINATIONS IN WINDSOR COUNTY 


L Gain or Loss 
Membership | Attendance peciCnat 
1888 | 1908 | 1888 | 1908 | “ember- | Attend- 
ship ance 
photalserrr ices 4,688 | 4,889 | 8,003 | 5,537 +4 —31 
Congregational ..| 2,176 | 2,257 | 2,805 | 2,021 + 4 —28 
Methodist. ...... I,191 | 1,388 | 1,974 | 1,448 +17 —27 
Baptist Jeep cs 1,008 864 | 985 604 —TA —39 
maby ersalish peers ctrl Massa) |, 2431 O24 $6 —45 
Episcopal. ..2..- 313 380 | 419| 435 tar +4 
@hristian:: oc. cetehemMacasicts 174 107 Se —39 
Unitarian *...... Emre | tastes 66 80 a +21 
Advent sini. '.e =... i oterep [eaters 159 66 ae —58 
Ofer ter hea eee ee eae Meaxee' 278 152 He —45 


* There is only one Unitarian church in the county. 
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TABLE 20 


EXPENDITURES BY DENOMINATIONS EXPRESSED IN DOLLARS 
AND IN PURCHASING POWER FOR 1885-1889 AND 1905-1909 


TOTAL EXPENDITURES 


Gain or Loss 


1885-1889 | 1905-09 | 1905-1909 Pee Pon 
Dovlars Purchasing In 
Power 
and In Purchas- 
5 Dollars | compared i 
Purchasing with Dollars ing 
$2 
ower 1885-89 Power 
Totalsseeereeer 42,704 52,410 41,855 +23 Bh 
Congregational.| 21,423 26,230 20,074 +22 —2 
Methodist. .... 9,582 12,659 10,218 +32 + 7 
Baptistiiecosecs 8,206 9,120 7,272 +11 —II 
Episcopal. ..... 3,493 4,410 3,391 +26 —3 
BENEVOLENCES 
Rotalsueeee ete 7,585 6,820 5,406 —10 —27 
Congregational. 5,260 2,847 2,324 —46 —56 
Methodist. .... 804 1,471 1,209 +83 +50 
Baptistannet I,I41I 1,964 1,549 +72 +36 
Episcopal. ..... 380 538 414 +42 +9 
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TABLE. 20 (Continued) 


SALARIES 
Earlier Periods Later Periods Gainer Tass 
Per Cent 
Purchas- Purchas- a 
‘ s In Pur- 
Dollars ing Dollars ing z 
Dollars\chasing 
Power Power 
Power 
otalsinc se ch sree 36,446 | 36,158 | 42,268 | 33,615 | +16 | — 7 


Congregational ..| 14,475 | 14,265 | 15,802 | 12,750 | + 9 | —11z 


Methodist. .......} 12,155 | 12,115 | 14,196 | 11,174 | +17 | — 8 
Baptist vayee cists 4,180 4,202 4,653 3,734 | t1z | —11 
Universalist..... 600 540 600 488 .. | —Io 
Episcopal....... 3,936 | 3,036 | 5,257 | 4,006 | +34 | + 4 
Christian........ 500 500 800 650 | +60 | +30 
Unitarian. ...... 600 600 960 723 | +60 | +ear 


8. OVER-CHURCHING 


There are 16 one-church communities in the county, 
for one of which we have no data. Of the remaining 
15, 7 sustained a greater loss in church attendance than 
did the average church in the county. This shows that 
over-churching is by no means the sole cause of church 
decline. One of the remaining 8 has sustained a loss no 
greater than that of the average church, while the other 
7 have all held their own in church attendance very 


much better than the average. 
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There are only 2 one-church townships in the 
county: In one of these, West Windsor, the relative 
loss in attendance is less than g per cent; the total 
expenditures have increased 45 per cent; the benevo- 
lences have increased 73 per cent; while the salary of 
the minister has also increased. This is the best record 
for any community or town in the county except that 
of Pomfret, the other one-church township. After 
making allowance for the numerical decrease in the 
population, Pomfret has made a relative gain of 13 per 
cent in attendance; the total expenditures have in- 
creased nearly 17 per cent; the benevolences have 
made a still greater increase; while the membership 
has increased nearly 139 per cent. 

Among the smaller communities those with a single 
church are the only ones with a spirit of good cheer in 
church matters. The only township in Windsor County 
which has made a relative gain in church attendance, 
and has also gained in benevolences and in total ex- 
penditures is a one-church township, while another 


one-church township stands second in these respects. 


Til 
TOMPKINS COUNTY 


I. THE LOCALITY AND THE PEOPLE 


Tompkins County lies somewhat west and south of 
the centre of New York State. North and South its 
extent is about 26 miles, East and West about 23. The 
county consists of a high plateau, deeply cut by the 
valleys of the streams. The soil of the northern part is 
a rich loam, that of the southern half a silt loam, much 
less productive. The southern half was at one time a 
region of abandoned farms. 

An agricultural survey of the county had just been 
completed by Cornell University, when this investiga- 
tion began, according to which (pp. 393-394): 

“Most of the agriculture is general farming. The 
most important products are hay, milk, oats, potatoes, 
eggs, corn, wheat and buckwheat. The crop yield 
averages a little above the average of the state and 
considerably above the average for the United States. 
The milk production per cow, and egg production 
per hen, are a little above the state average. On 
the whole, the county may be said to represent about 


the average of the state. The northern part of the 
147 
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county is better and the southern part poorer, than the 
average.” 

With the exception of the city of Ithaca, which lies in 
the central township of the nine the county contains, 
Tompkins is a rural county. Besides Ithaca there are 
but three communities with more than 700 inhabitants. 
Agriculture is the chief industry. 

The changes in population given in Table 21 are 
taken from the reports of the United States Census. 

The people of the county are mostly the descendants 
of pioneers who came from Virginia, Maryland, Con- 
necticut, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Vermont, Mas- 
sachusetts, and from the earlier settled portions of 
New York. The various townships were organized 
from 1799 to 1817. Settlement began in all of them 
about the year 1800. It will be observed that in the 
censuses from 1820 to 1850, the neighboring township 
of Hector was included in Tompkins County. If we 
omit the figures for Hector and for the city and town- 
ship of Ithaca, it appears that the population reached 

lits maximum of 26,646 in 1840. It has declined steadily 
ever since to its present level of but little more than 
half—17,577 in 1910. Every town but one attained its 
maximum population by 1850, and has declined in 


population since 1890, and also since 1900. The excep- 
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tion is the town of Lansing, whose population has been 
increased by the establishment of two manufacturing 
industries. 

It will be seen that the population of every town was 
smaller in the year 1910 than it was between the years 
1880 and 1890. Every township of the 8 has declined 
25 per cent or more below its maximum, and this in a 
county which is above the average in its agricultural 
productiveness, and in accessibility to markets for its 
products, Ithaca being but 275 miles from New York. 

The settlement of Tompkins County was followed at 
a very early date by religious activities. The circuit 
riders of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the preachers 
of the Baptist, Dutch Reformed, and Presbyterian 
churches were early on the ground, and in several of 
the townships the establishment of churches antedated 
the organization of the town government. At the 
present time there are in the county nearly 30 preaching 
places of the Methodist Episcopal Church, where 
services are held at least once every two weeks, 9 
Baptist, 1 Free Will Baptist, 1 Old School Baptist, 5 
Congregational, 6 Episcopal, 2 Christian, and 2 Uni- 
versalist churches. There is also 1 Society of Friends, 
and x Wesleyan Methodist Church. The Presbyterian 


churches are 3 in number with 4 preaching places. In 
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all there are 62 preaching places now as against 60 
twenty years ago. There are also 3 Roman Catholic 
churches. These figures include none of the churches in 
the township or city of Ithaca. 

Five Presbyterian churches, 4 Baptist, 2 Episcopa- 
lian, 1 Swedenborgian, 1 Dutch Reformed, and 1 Chris- 


tian,—14 in all,—have become extinct. 


TABLE 22 


DECLINE OF POPULATION IN TOMPKINS COUNTY 


ed of Maximum | Population Decline 
aximum : 5 

Popalsiion Population im 1gI0 per Cent 
County.*2 1840 26,646 17,557 34 
[atsings ... 1830 4,020 2,676 33 
Dry den.jeeae 1840 5,446 3,590 34 
Grotonssee.e- 1840 3,618 3,289 9 
Dan Dyna re 1840 2,570 1,235 52 
Enfield....... 1840 2,340 1,000 57 
Newfield. .... 1850 3,816 1,509 60 
Caroline. . ... 1850 2,537 1,646 35 
Ulyssesic ..ae 1880 3,458 2,612 24 


* Omitting Ithaca and Hector 


2. MEMBERSHIP 


Membership statistics were obtained for all but six 


of the churches in Tompkins County for the year 1890 
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and for the year 1910. Nineteen churches and charges 
have gained in membership, while 17 have lost. (All 
of the churches under one pastor are regarded as 
constituting one charge). Since membership is re- 
ported for charges rather than for churches, it was 
not possible to ascertain the membership of some of 
the individual churches. In Table 23, which gives 
membership by towns, the membership of each charge 
has been divided between the churches composing it 
in the ratio of attendance at the churches constituting 
the charge. This method is not strictly accurate; yet 
the charges which are composed of churches in different 
towns are so few that its results can not be far from 
correct. 

In 5 of the 8 townships there has been an increase 
in the total membership of the church; in 3 a decline. 
The total membership was 4,039 in the year 1890 and 
4,102 in the year 1910, or a gain in the twenty year 


period of 1.56 per cent. 
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TABLE 23 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES IN 1890 AND IN IQIo 
AND THE GAIN OR Loss PER CENT FOR EACH IN TWENTY YEARS 


1890 
LOtal pamrcnnians orctaccah ere eats 4,039 
Churches of Caroline 
Slaterville Meth. Episcopal..... 124 
Speedsville Meth. Episcopal. ... 162 
Brookton Baptist=....jcseees o- 100 
Brookton Congregational... .... 96 
Slaterville Episcopal.......... 
Speedsville Episcopal ......... 22 


Churches of Danby 
Danby and So. Danby Meth. E. 338 


West Danby Meth. Episcopal. . 50 

West Danby Baptist. ......... 40 

Danby Congregational........ 07 
Churches of Dryden 

Dryden Meth. Episcopal....... 89 

Freeville . aoe 

West real Meth. Epis. ... re 
Varna Meth. Episcopal.......... 80 
I tnax Baptiste m sce eerie 40 
Dryden Presbyterian............ 147 


Dry deny piscopali: sakes ete cee 
Churches of Enfield 


Enfield Meth. Episcopal. ...... 90 

MufeldtBaptist=cs. as ae oe eer 71 

BoheldiChristian.. 4.02 eee es I2 
Churches of Groton 

Groton Meth. Epis............ I42 

McLean Meth. Epa 56 


Groton City 
Groton City Congregational ... Sa 
Peruville Meth. Epis. ......... 17* 
Groton Baptistucmmedceseneen I55 


IgIo 


4,102 


98 
79 


Gain or Loss 
per Cent 


+ 2 


+ +44] 
3 
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TABLE 23 (Continued) 


McLean Baptist: . <...5:.0..0% 


Groton Congregational........ 

West Groton Congregational. .. 

Groton Episcopal............. 

McLean Episcopal............ 
Churches of Lansing 

Ludlowville & Lansingville.. .. 

Asbury Meth. 

No. Lansing & East Genoa 

No. Lansing, Asbury 

and East Genoa Meth. | 

No. Lansing Baptist:......2.... 

(asesansile wpe btoniacce et. 

Ludlowville Presbyterian....... 
Churches of Newfield 

Newfield Meth. Episcopal...... 

INewiheld! Baptist «crc. c ice cc 

Newfield Presbyterian......... 

Newfield Christian............ 
Churches of Ulysses 

Trumansburg Meth. Episcopal . 

Jacksonville Meth. Episcopal... 

Trumansburg Baptist......... 

Trumansburg Presbyterian .. .. 

Trumansburg Episcopal....... 


1890 


86 


IQIO 


225 
165 
306 
261 

80 


Gain or Loss 
per Cent 


a at! 
Se; 
Slag, 


*Estimated by dividing reported membership of each charge ac- 
cording to the proportion of number of attendants of the churches 


constituting the charge. 
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TABLE 24 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE CHURCHES OF EACH TOWNSHIP IN THE 
YEARS 1890 AND 1910 AND THE GAIN OR LOSS PER CENT FOR 
Eacu Town IN TWENTY YEARS 


Gain or Loss 


per Cent 
Countyaieaids coer cra ee 4,039 4,102 + 2 
Caroline sae wee eee neoe ne 504 324 —36 
Danbyer.s toncacow ed eater ek 525 397 —24 
IDry dene wee Ac ee ae ee 463 598 +29 
nfieldin sien seek cae Seas Cee 173 256 +48 
Groton-ee eee ee 773 779 +1 
WANSING yer. <a rants see rere ete 414 387 —7 
INewtreld (stn aseks | aoerainee 318 324 + 2 
WIVSSES rsh tl oe ee ee ee 869 1,037 +19 

TABLE 25 


Totat NUMBER OF FARMS AND TENANTS IN 1890 AND IQIo 


Year Total Farms |Number Tenanis Per Cent 
1890 3312 66r 20 
IQIO 2,988 640 21.4 


3. ATTENDANCE 


Better evidence was available as to the increase or 
decrease in church attendance for Windsor County than 
for Tompkins County, where the habit of recording 
congregation counts has not prevailed. Yet the ac- 


curacy of the method of ascertaining decrease in at- 
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tendance was so thoroughly confirmed by actual counts 
in Windsor County, and the general opinion of Tomp- 
kins County is so overwhelmingly in accord with the 
results obtained by the use of the Gill method, that 
they may be accepted as accurate. (For a description 
of the method see p. 97.) 

It should be noted that in Windsor County the lists 
of taxpayers include all who paid poll taxes as well as 
all property owners, while the lists used in Tompkins 
County included only those who paid a property tax. 
This raised the question as to whether the work based 
on the lists for Tompkins County would give results 
as reliable as those for Windsor County. If, however, 
it could be shown that the number of taxpayers kept 
the same relation to the total number of families for 
twenty years, the difference in the tax lists would be 
without effect on the accuracy of the method. The 
United States census reports show that there has been 
only 1.4 per cent increase of tenants on the farms in the 
last twenty years, and therefore undoubtedly no ap- 
preciable change in the number of taxpayers’ families 
in relation to the total population as shown by 
sable 25: 

The results of the investigation in Tompkins County 
show that in all of the 8 townships outside of the 
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city and township of Ithaca there has been a decline in 
attendance of from 13 to 54 per cent, or an average of 
about 33 per cent for the period. There was, however, 
a decline of population in the various towns of from 8 
to 32 per cent, or an average of 14 per cent in the twenty 
years. Making allowance for this change, the relative 
loss in church attendance varies from 1.5 to 42 per cent 
in the different towns, or for the county a total loss in 
relation to population of 22 per cent in the twenty years. 
These figures require to be still further modified, but 
very slightly, by allowing for the small number of non- 
Protestant people in the county. When such allowance 
is made the net loss varies in the different towns from 
1.2 per cent to 42.1 per cent, or an average of 19.5 


per cent for the county in twenty years. 
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TABLE 26 
RELATIVE Losses IN ATTENDANCE 
Gai L Per Cent 
Attendance Population OER of Popu- 
Per Cent lati 
ation 
Attend- 
Attend- | Popula- ane 
1890 IgIo 1890 IgIo ce Ten Church 
in 1890 
County...| 4,304 2,878 | 20,480 |17,557 —33 —I4 21.02 
Caroline .. 486 223 2,002 1,646 —54 —21 23.23 
Danby ... 524 315 1,707 1,235 —40 —28 30.70 
Dryden... 662 4838 4,043 3,590 —26 —II 16.37 
Enfield ... 288 173 1,393 1,000 —40 —28 20.67 
Groton ... 813 582 3,572 3,280 —28 — 8 22.76 
Lansing... 432 305 2,505 2,676 —29 +7 17.25 
Newfield. . 517 285 2,214 I,509 —45 —32 23.35 
Ulysses ... 582 507 2,054 2,612 —13 —I2 19.70 
Number | Percent-| Non-Protestant Protestant 
Less than} age of Population Population 
*Normal | Normal | Decline 
Attend- | Attend- | Below 
ance ance | Normal 
IgIo I910 | Alttend- 1890 IgIo 1890 IQIo 
ance 
County. ..| 3,690 812 22 635 867 |10,845 | 16,690 
Caroline .. 382 1590 42 42 20 2,050 1,626 
Danby...] 379 64 17 51 28 | 1,656 | 1,207 
Dryden. . 588 100 17 62 17 3,981 3.573 
Enfield ...]| 207 34 16 3 3 | 1,390 997 
Groton ... 749 167 22 174 169 3,308 3,120 
Lansing... 462 157 34 80 368 2,425 2,308 
Newfield. . 352 67 19 SE 60 2,214 1,449 
Ulysses ... 515 «8 2 223 202 2,731 2,410 


* Same per cent of population as were attending church in 1890. 
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TABLE 26 (Continued) 


Gain or Per Cent of ee) Number | per Cent Be- 
een Prot. Pop. Wianlier of Less than |joy Normal 
Protestant Altending Attendants | “er | or Decline 
Popalcuon Church in Hi ieTe Altendance Relativentp 
1890 Mm 1910 
County.... —16 21.69 3,620 742 20.5 
Caroline. .. —21 23-7 385 162 42. 
Wanye —27 31.6 381 66 rhe 
Dryden.... —I0 16.6 593 I05 18. 
Enfield.... —28 20.7 206 33 16. 
Groton.... — 8 23.9 746 164 22. 
Lansing. . . —>5 17.8 AIL 106 26. 
Newfield... —35 23.4 339 54 16. 
Ulysses. ... —I2 23 513 6 Le 
TABLE 27 


CHANGE IN ATTENDANCE IN THE INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES OR 
PREACHING PLACES 


Gain or 
1890 IQIO Loss 

per Cent 
(Totals. <cvetscis shoieiesltereere 4,304 2,878 —33 

Churches of Caroline 
Slaterville Meth. Epis. .. I40 46 —67 
Central Chapel Ser ats 40 9 —77 
Caroline Scots sete 30 AK 
Caroline Centre Save 53 24 —55 
Speedsville SORA 36 It —69 
Brookton Baptist .......... 90 38 —58 
Brookton Congdlerss estes 68 44 —35 
Slaterville Episcopal........ Geis I4 


_ 
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TABLE 27 (Continued) 


Speedsville Episcopal....... 
Union Valley Christian..... 


Churches of Danby 


So. Danby Meth. Epis... 
Morris Chapel Ss 


Smiley Hill ee 
No. Danby & 
Jersey Hill ay 
West Danby rs eC 
West Danby Baptist. ...... 
Danby Congregational ..... 
Churches of Dryden 
Dryden Meth. Epis. . . 
Freeville ef 
West Dryden ae 
Varna - 
Ellis sf 


Etna Bapust <ocrcicchat os 
Snyder Ee 6 shee) secrete le 
Dryden Presbyterian ....... 
Dryden Episcopal.......... 


Churches of Enfield 
Enfield Meth. Epis. . 


“ 


Kennedys Cors. 
Enfield Falls i : 
Enfield Baptis. ...0 <<. «01 
Enfield. Christian.......... 


Churches of Groton 


Groton Meth. Episcopal. ... 
McLean Che ee a2at 
Groton City Meth. Epis. | 

“ “ Con ral gin 
Peruville Meth. Episcopal... 
Grotone Baptists «oc.-ste-ce's 


1890 


Tor 


Tit 


IQIo 


I6r 


Gain or 
Loss 
per Cent 


—8r 
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TABLE 27 (Continued) 


1890 
McLean Baptist. <.c0.2 02.6 46 
Groton Congregational..... . 193 
West Groton ST SP cosets IOI 
Groton Episcopal.......... anes 
McLean Seen Coats Mian ate 57 
Mclean) Univee...+2.<-2 2. 64 
Pleasant Valley Wesleyan .. . 47 
Churches of Lansing 
Ludlowville Meth. Episcopal "7 
Lansingville oe 84 
Asbury ee 74 
No. Lansing « 48 
Myers oe Seat Sais 
Drake Hill School House. . . 25 
East Lansing Baptist. ...... 84 
Ludlowville Presbyterian ... 60 
Portland hi 
Churches of Newfield 
Newfield Meth. Epis... 187 
Trumbulls Cors. € A 116 
Newfield Baptist=sccan 
Poney) Hollow) a <o niea ses eRe 
Newfield Presbyterian...... 122 
Trumbulls Cors. Christian. . 83 
NOs Vian Etteny cee. cen 24 
Jackson's Hollow... 5 .....0. 
Churches of Ulysses 
Trumansburg Meth. Epis. .. 89 
Waterburg et He 37 
Jacksonville s ae 80 
Trumansburg Baptist. ..... 130 
Trumansburg Presbyterian.. 149 
ee Episcopal. ... 53 
Society of Friends. ........ 20 


IQIo 


127 
124 


Gain or 
Loss 
per Cent 


—46 
—26 


45 
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4. MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE COMPARED 


In Tompkins County, N. Y., as in Windsor County, 
Vermont, there is a marked disposition for the attend- 
ance to decline in proportion to church membership. 
In Table 28, 36 churches and charges are compared, 
in only 2 of which is there a tendency for the member- 
ship to decline in proportion to attendance. The En- 
field Christian Church shows an increase of 283 per 
cent in membership and a decline of about 69 per cent 
in attendance. 

In these 36 churches there is a decline in the total 
membership of only x per cent while in attendance 
there is a decline of no less than 35 per cent. 

The same tendency is shown also in Tables 24 and 27. 
There it appears that while the total membership for 
the county has increased from 4,039 in 1890 to 4,102 in 
Igo or 1.56 per cent, the number of attendants has 
declined from 4,304 in 1890 to 2,878 in 1910, or 33 per 


cent. 
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TABLE 28 


ATTENDANCE IN RELATION TO MEMBERSHIP 


Per Cent 
Members Attendants Ginete 
Attend- 
1890 | 1910 | 1890 | 1910 | Members eae 

ota lave caste tty. 3,955 |3,916 |3,864 | 2,512 —1 =35 
Enfield Christian........| 12 46 71 22. | +283 —69 
Ludlowville Presbyterian] 38 58 60 16 “52 —73 
West Danby Baptist... . 40 68 64 33 +70 —48 
McLean SS Pe reacere| eS, SI 46 25 +38 —46 
Enfield eee seasiis Lovie: 93 68 36 Se Ay) 
Varna Meth. Epis.| 80 105 7° 37 S135 47 
West Danby So t| aes! 65 65 37 +30 AS 
Etna Baptist... .] 49 63 54 3I +28 —43 
McLean Meth. Epis. } 
Groton City Meth. Epis. } 56 69 84 44 +23 —48 
Groton City Cong’l } 
West Groton Cong’l....} 04 138 Ior 78 +47 —23 
Jacksonville Meth. Epis. . 82 165 80 r1o***| + yor +38 
Trumbulls Cors. Christian 62 68 83 40 +10 —52 
Peruville Meth. Epis.... . 7 15 30 9 —I2 —7o 
**Enfield Meth. Epis. .. . 90 117 125 93 +30 —26 
Trumansburg Presby....} 200 261 140 124 +31 —I17 
ManbyCongilij-anccowes 07 109 167 I09 +12 —35 
Trumansburg Meth. Epis.| 200 225 126*** 90 +13 —29 
pee: Cote E..| 19x 162 303 138 —I15 —54 
Dryden Presbyterian....} 147 210 138 153 +40 +11 
Dryden Meth. Episcopal . 89 103* 5 74 +16 —22 
McLean Episcopal....... 20 Io 57 8 —50 —86 
Groton Baptist......... I55 162 III 78 +5 —30 
Caroline 
Central Chapel ¢ M.E.| 124 98 180 85 —21 ——53 
Slaterville 
Trumansburg Episcopal. . 86 80 53 33 —7 —38 


* Estimated by dividing reported membership of charge according to the 
proportion of the number of attendants of the churches constituting charge. 

** Including Kennedy’s Corners and Enfield Falls. 

*** Including Waterburg Methodist Episcopal. 
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TABLE 28 (Continued) 


Asbury 

Brookton Baptist ....... 
Ludlowville 
Lansingville 
Speedsville Episcopal. ... 
W. Dryden 
Freeville 
Trumansburg Baptist .. . 
Speedsville Meth. Epis... 
East Lansing Baptist... 
Groton Meth. Episcopal. 


Groton Congregational. .. 


Brookton' 6 oy sccies.e7 


No. Danby . 
SeaDanby | meth Epis. 


Diagram V, based on Table 28, shows 


Bie Eense Meth. Epis. 
} Meche Epa. 


Meth. Epis. 


Members 
1890 I9gI0 
102 98 
100 66 
146 132 

22 8 
98 90 
301 306 
162 79 
I0g 85 
142 113 
252 IQl 
96 43 
338 155 


Attendance 
1890 IgiIo 
122 86 
go 38 
161 107 
32 6 
155 125 
1390 127 
89 35 
84 62 
IOI 70 
193 143 
68 44 
250 156 


Per Cent 
Gain or Loss 
Members crac 

ance 
—4 —30 
—34 —s58 
HHO) aad 
—64 —81 
== § —I9 
42> || e==10 
—5I —61 
—22 —26 
—20 —22 
—24 —26 
oe aaa) 
—54 38 


that in the 


churches for which both sets of facts are known mem- 


bership has declined only 1 per cent while attendance 


has declined 35 per cent. 
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DIAGRAM V 


MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE COMPARED 


| pe ey Loss (rn Members 
~ 
<o= 
SSS 
err 
= 
SBN 
1900 0 


80 


390 95 p 1910 


§. INCOME AND EXPENDITURES 


The method of determining the change in the in- 
come and expenditures of the churches is described on 
p. 24. 

The Change in Prices and the Cost of Living. Tables 
29 and 30 show that the greatest increase in the cost 
of living, comparing the average for the years 1886- 
1889 with the average for 1906-1910, was 28 per cent 
for the township of Groton, while the least increase 
was 14 per cent for the townships of Enfield and Ulysses. 
The increase for the year 1910 was considerably greater 
than for the average for the five years 1906-1910. It 
was 20 per cent for the township of Enfield, where 


the increase was the least, while for Groton, where 
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it was the greatest, it was no less than 41 per 
cent. 

TABLE 29 


INCREASE IN THE Cost oF LIVING FOR THE YEAR IQIO AND FOR 
THE PERIOD 1906-1910 AS COMPARED WITH 1886-1890 


Increase per Cent in Cost of Living as 
Compared with 1886-1890 


IQIo Ave. 1906-1910 
Gountys. ees ace eet 26 +19 
Pinfield itevce steer eles +s 20 14 
NMUIVSSES2 25 casas Ge eoineals 21 I4 
AN SING a3 opeceve creveialeretsle 25 17 
Danbysne cas neowies iste se one 18 
WNewheldic 26 )cttetera ste 21 19 
Dry denscccces cy sees * 26 20 
Caroline, store ctasoe oe ee 27 2I 
MG EOEOME etoxcrecolerats yates its 41* 28* 


* Compared with 1890. 
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TABLE 30 


InDEXx FicuRES SHOWING RELATIVE Cost oF Livinc 1n Dir- 
FERENT YEARS BY TOWNSHIPS COMPARED WITH 1886-1890 


Year Enfield|Ulysses Le 


80-84 104 I00 
86-90 100 100 
1890 98 96 
1893 103 95 
1895 99 94 
18098 102 94 
1900 103 94 
1903 108 99 
1905 ses Oe 
1906 I0Q 108 
1908 113 108 
1909 116 123 
I9IO 120 121 
IQIL : 

06-10 II4 II4 


ns- »| Vew 
tex Danby Feld 
92 
105 107 
100 I0o 100 
09 99 | 100 
107 104 109 
III sot IOI 
106 04 104 
IIo 106 105 
109 102 IIo 
IIo ae 
112 : 113 
II5 I1l 121 
120 122 121 
125 sae Tor 
147 
117 18 IIQ 


* Rent not included, 


Dry- 
den 


112 
102 


100 


95 
IOI 


98 
105 


107 
II4 


IIQ 
125 
126 
132 
I20 


Caro- 
line 


107 


107 
100 
- 98 
104 

97 

95 
IOI 


108 


I12 
123 
128 
127 


I2rI 


Groton 


In Diagram VI the figures at the bottom of the cuts 


indicate the years while the figures at the left indicate 


the percentage, the average cost of living for 1886-1890 


being taken as 100. 
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DIAGRAM VI 


CHANGE IN THE Cost or LIVING IN THE DIFFERENT 
TOWNSHIPS 


8 
8365 90 95 1900 05 1910 e865 690095 1900S SIO 
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DIAGRAM VI (Continued) 


120 


{00 


(eas go 850005 ~«GS eg ag "951900 05 1910 
ULYSSES ENFIELD 


Expenditures. The comparison of expenditures 
(shown in Table 31) was made between the annual 
average for the years 1886-1890 and twenty years later 
for the years 1906-1910, inclusive. The total average 
annual expenditures of the churches of the county for 
the first period was $32,826. Twenty years later it 
was $35,214, or an increase in dollars expended of 7 
per cent. But the purchasing power of the $35,214 
expended in the second period was equivalent to only 
29,803 of the dollars expended in the first period, or an 
actual decline in purchasing power of 9 per cent. These 
expenditures consist of ministers’ salaries, and of con- 
tributions for church extension, for benevolences, and 
for buildings and improvements on church property. 

Table 32 gives the expenditures for the two periods 
in the different townships. It shows that the expendi- 
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tures in dollars have increased in 5 townships and de- 
creased in 3. When expenditures are expressed in 
purchasing power, this ratio is reversed, and the ex- 
penditures are seen to have increased in 3 townships 
and declined in 5. 

Table 33 gives the expenditures for the individual 
churches taken from the published statistics of the 
denominations and from the work of church clerks 
and treasurers on their books. When a year is lacking, 
the average of the other four of the five year period 
is employed. It appears that of 33 churches or charges 
the expenditures of 16 when expressed in dollars have 
increased while 17 have decreased. But in purchas- 
ing power 13 have increased while 20 have decreased. 
Therefore slightly more than 60 per cent of the churches 
for which statistics are available have decreased their 


real expenditures. 
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TABLE 31 
FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE CHURCHES 


1886-1890 1906-1910 Gain or Loss 


per Cent 
Purchas- 
Dollars ing ihe 
and Power as In Purchas- 
P urch as- | Dollars Compared | Dollars ing 
HES with 1886 Power 
Power —1890 
Total Expenditures} 32,826 35,213 29,802 +7 —9 
Benevolences..... 2,821 5,271 4,446 +87 +58 
Improvements .... 6,430 3,522 3,013 —45 ——§3 
Salaries-% a. sas 17,128 17,194 14,415 +04 —16 
TABLE 32 


CHANGES IN THE TOTAL EXPENDITURES OF THE CHURCHES OF 
Eacu TownsuHip 


Gain or Loss 


886-18 6— 
I 1890 1906-1910 pre: 
Purchas- 
ats ing rp 
Che Power as In | Purchas- 
P urchas- Dollars Compared | Dollars ing 
mg with 1886 Power 
Power -1890 
Gountycemaviees 32,826 35,213 29,802 + 7 —o9 
Caroline ae enas. 4,388 2,640 2,181 —s40 —s5o0 
Danbysrerceres ores 2,530 1,529 1,208 —40 —49 
Dry.denwyscau ees 4,744 6,335 5,257 +34 +11 
Enfield ee tcnicces 1,513 1,712 1,505 +13 —5 
Grotonsnmeennins 4,012 4,216 3,287 +5 —18 
ansingaraseeiie 3,857 5,077 45334 +32 +12 
Newfield ......... 4,187 2,951 2,489 —30 —AI 


Ulysses’ asec. 7,586 10,744 0,451 +42 +25 
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TABLE 33 


AVERAGE ANNUAL EXPENDITURES OF THE INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES, 
1886-1890 AND 1906-1910 


1886-90 
Dollars 
and 
Purchas- 
ing 
Power 
Motals pcs cine nanan’: 32,826 
Churches of Caroline 
Slaterville Meth. ..... 2,288 
Speedsville “ ..... I,IIO 
Brookton Baptist .... 7707 
Slaterville Episcopal. . 56 
Speedsville cs 219 
Churches of Danby 
Danby & So. D. Meth.| 2,149 
West Danby & 390 
Churches of Dryden 
Dryden Methodist ... . 853 
Freeville iy Sonia 575 
W. Dryden “ Ane 461 
Varna & Ellis Meth... 776 
Dryden Episcopal.....} .... 
Dryden Presbyterian..| 2,079 
Churches of Enfield 
Enfield Meth. Epis... . 755 
Enfield Baptist ...... 758 
Churches of Groton 
Groton Meth. ... O71 
McLean eat Sato 310 


“ 


Groton City 


173 


Gain or Loss 


1906-1910 
per Cent 
Purchas- 

ing In 
In Power as| In Pur- 
Dollars \compared| Dollars | chasing 
with 1886 Power 

-1890 

35,213 | 29,802 | +7] —9 
1,132 932 50) = 50) 
843 94a 240 a 37 
283 2330030 ee 70) 

273 225 Ae a3 
118 97 —46 | —56 
1,209) |/§ 1,403 |) 400-40 
230 GR |) S|) iio) 
1,171 Oe | aR | se 
858 712 | +49 | +24 
389 323 —16 —30 
1,242 1,031 | +60] +33 

414 343 Sale an 
2,261 1,876 1-9 plo 
1,072 942 | +42 | +25 
640 5032020 
£350)1 94,087 | P40 | --0 
79 6a [758s 


* Average for 4 years. 
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TABLE 33 (Continued) 


Gat Pe; 
1886-90 1906-1910 a eile ie 


per Cent 
Dollars ehahanae 
Sad mg In 
Pa In Poweras| In Pur- 
Pha ane Dollars \compared| Dollars | chasing 
with 1886 Power 
Power 
-1890 
Peruville Meth. Epis... 180 211 164 | +17] —o9 
Groton City Cong’l..-| .... 379 205 ee oie 
Groton Baptist....... 1,724 I,421 1,108 | —x18 | —36 
McLean Baptist ..... 351 400 312 | +14 | —11 
Groton Cong’l....... ae rats eet 
Groton Episcopal......). .... | 146 114 orate = 
McLean aS Sa eaetenst cre 240 224 2 fe} Sand men 
Churches of Lansing 
Ludlowville Meth..... 433 824 704 | +00] +63 
Lansingville “ .... 473 1,049 805 | +122} +890 
Asbury Oey 578 1,106 044 | tor} +63 
No. Lansing: “ .... 774 507 433) 34 5| eet 
No. Lansing Baptist. ; 123 4o 34 | —68 | —73 
East Lansing ‘“ : 760 865 7300lGsit4 esas 
Ludlowville penn : q15 686 586 | —4] —18 
Churches of Newfield 
Newfield Meth. ...... 3,136 1,611 X,S50| a4 ON ey, 
Newfield Baptist.....| .... 907 765 
Newfield Presbyterian. EVRA “soe sree ae oe 
Newfield Christian. ... 325 433 365 | +33 | -F12 
Churches of Ulysses 
Trumansburg Meth. ..} 1,685 | 2,358 | 2,075 | +40] +23 
Jacksonville ee 938 | 1,845 | 1,623 | -+o7 | +73 


Trumansburg Baptist.| 1,207 1,670 1,469 | +29 | +23 
Trumansburg Presby..| 2,186 3,866 3,40r | +77 | +56 
Trumansburg Epis....| 1,480 969 852 | —35 | —42 
Jacksonvillemsas sree. in serie 36 31 
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Benevolences. Benevolences constitute about 8 or 9 
per cent of church expenditures in the first period and 
about 15 per cent in the second. Under this head are 
included contributions for church extension at home 
and abroad, for promoting the sale of Bibles and other 
religious literature, for Sunday and other schools, for 
home and benevolent missions, and for sundry benev- 
olent purposes. : 

Table 34 shows that the churches of the county 
have increased their benevolence from an annual 
average of $2,820 in the first period to $5,267 in the 
second, or 86.5 per cent. When the change in purchas- 
ing power of the dollar is allowed for, the increase is 
from 2,820 to 4,844, or 57 per cent. 

Reckoning in dollars, 7 towns increased their benev- 
olences while 1 decreased. In purchasing power 6 
towns increased and 2 decreased. 

Table 35 shows that in 36 churches for which data 
are available, 23 have increased their, contributions 
in dollars, while 13 have decreased them. Allowing 
for purchasing power, 21 have increased, while 15 
have decreased. 

The increase of benevolences appears to indicate 
the increased importance attached to the achievement 


of practical results as well as to the increasing hold of 
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foreign missions on the country population. The gain 
made by the country churches of Tompkins County in 
this line of purely altruistic activity is a most encourag- 
ing sign, and indicates their continued vitality as a 


factor in the great world movement for better things. 


TABLE 34 


AVERAGE ANNUAL BENEVOLENCES OF THE CHURCHES BY TOWN- 
SHIPS, 1886-1890 AND 1906-1910 


Gain or Loss 
1886-1890 1906-1910 der Cou 
Dollars BS 
ing In 
meee Dollars Power as In Purchas- 
: Compared | Dollars ing 
ne with 1886 Power 
Power 
-1890 
County oer. 2,821 5,271 4,446 + 87} + 58 
Carolinenianceistar: 228 229 189 +o.4 | — 17 
Man Vever cian rtetece ole 551 528 449 — 4] — 19 
Drvdentcc cere. 252 800 TA7 +257 | +106 
enfieldecnacha anes 08 145 127 + 48 | + 30 
Grotonagesscs coue 500 828 644 + 65 | + 29 
Wansingan tuscan 283 626 535 +121 | + 80 
Newfield! Wis scin ack 147 471 307 +220} +170 
Wivesesitmees sch: 762 1,545 1,358 +103 | ++ 78 
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TABLE 35 


AVERAGE ANNUAL BENEVOLENCES OF THE INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES, 
1886-1890 AND 1906-1910 


1886-90 1906-10 Gain or Loss 


per Cent 
Dollars chee 
ie In |Poweras| In ee 
. | Dollars \compared| Dollars 
chasing A Power 
Powe with 1886 
—1890 
Mopals metenaraenees seine 2,821 | 5,271 4,446 | + 87 |-+ 58 
Churches of Caroline 
Slaterville Meth. Epis... IIL 102 84 | — 8 | — 24 
Speedsville Sierra lake 43 28 23 *| — 35 | — 47 
Brookton Baptist ...... 49 * 41 34 |i == 27 — 3x 
Slaterville Episcopal ....] ... 40 * B30 me 
Speedsville Episcopal. ... 25 18 T5827 AO, 
Churches of Danby 
Danby & So. D. Meth... 135 146 724 |-+—+- $|— 8 
West Danby ee 39 20 17 |— 49 | — 56 
West Danby Baptist.... 29 58 49 | + 908 | — 68 
Danby Congregational ..| 348 304 259 | — 13 | — 26 
Churches of Dryden 
Dryden Meth. Epis..... 44 160 133 | +264 | +202 
Freeville 3 Nsvare 28 66 55 | +136 | + 06 
W. Dryden “ aieiere 43 30 25 | — 31 | — 43 
ioe e 27 135 EIQ 400) |) F305 
Hind Baptist 2. an. .40. <> 67 138 114 | +107 | + 70 
Dryden Presbyterian. ... 43 286 238 | +565 | +453 
Dryden Episcopal.......} ... 84 70 Sass ce 
Churches of Enfield 
Enfield Meth. Epis..... 46 115 tor | +150 | +120 
Enfield Baptist ........ 52 30 26 | — 42 | — 50 


* Average of 4 years. 
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TABLE 35 (Continued) 


Gain or Loss 
1886-90 1906-10 je Conk 
Dollars Sasi 
ae In |Poweras| In pee 
.__| Dollars \compared| Dollars 
chasing 5 Power 
Pane with 1886 
—1890 
Churches of Groton 
Groton Meth. Epis...... 70 IIr 87 | + 50] + 24 
McLean ES Nace panes 18: Il 8 | — 390 | — 56 
Groton City Meth. Epis.. 13 ae avers 
Groton: City ‘Cong’l =...) ... 51 39 
Peruville Meth. Epis. . .. ray Rae ee eek ce 
Groton Baptist ........ 168 238 186 | + 42 | + ir 
Mclean Baptisth.. ss. 20 Or 7x | t35r | +255 
Groton Cong’l......... 65 07 75 | + 49 | + 15 
West Groton Cong’l .... II7 86 67) |= 265) as 
Groton Episcopal....... ata 66 51 se ae 
McLean Episcopal...... 20 77 60 | +285 | +200- 
Churches of Lansing 
Ludlowville Meth. Epis... 25 r16 o9 | +361 | +2096 
Lansingville cs As 27 161 138 | +406 | +411 
Asbury s ve 54 103 88 | + ox | + 63 
No Lansing i) = 28 48 4r | + 7x | + 46 
No. Lansing Baptist... . 19 7 6 | — 63 | — 68 
Bastulsansingy | cme. a} cos 177 ist | + 7o | + 45 
Ludlowville Presbyterian 26 14 TAN ——A Ol| nal 
Churches of Newfield 
Newfield Meth. Epis....}| 124 308 259 | +148 | +109 
sé Baptiste ak ae 146 123 
ss Presbyterian .. 23 : 


“ 


Christian......| (.38) 17 15 
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TABLE 35 (Continued) 


1886-90 1906-10 Gain or Loss 


per Cent 

Dollars Purchas- 
and ing T; € 
pies In |Poweras| In le, 
- | Dollars \compared| Dollars g 
chasing : Power 

Passer with 1886 

—1890 
Churches of Ulysses 

Trumansburg Meth... . 147 309 272 | +111 | + 85 
Jacksonville aA 62 212 186 | +243 | +200 
Trumansburg Baptist... 132 200 263 | +127 | + 00 
e Presby.. . 266 622 547 | +134 | +106 
ce Episcopal . 155 103 90 | — 34 | — 42 


Improvements. The money spent by the church for 
building, repairs, and improvements of church property 
constitutes about 20 per cent of the total expenditures 
from 1886 to 1890 and ro per cent from 1906 to roro. 
Reckoning in dollars, Table 36 shows that the average 
amount spent by the churches in the first period per year 
was $6,430, against $3,522 in the second, a decrease of 
45 per cent. Expressed in purchasing power, the ex- 
penditure for the second period was equivalent to 
$3,013 or a decline of 53 per cent. Whether we reckon 


in dollars or in purchasing power, 4 towns gained and 
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4 towns lost in their expenditures for improvements 
during the twenty years. 

From Table 37 it appears that a slight majority 
of the individual churches increased their expenditures 
for improvements if we reckon in dollars, while the 
numbers are reversed if we take account of the pur- 


chasing power of the dollar. 


TABLE 36 


AVERAGE ANNUAL EXPENDITURES FOR BUILDINGS, REPAIRS AND 
IMPROVEMENTS ON CHURCH PROPERTY BY TOWNSHIPS, 1886- 
1890 AND 1906-1910 


1886-1890 1906-1910 Per Cent Gain or Loss 
Purchasing 

Dollars and Power as In Pur- 

Purchasing} Dollars | Ccompared| In Dollars| chasing 
Power with 1886 Power 

—1890 

County ... 6,430 3,522 3,013 2 lS Sr hs! 
Caroline . . 1,458 212 174 — 86 — 88 
Danby.... 657 148 126 — 77 — 81 
Dryden... 254 341 284 + 34 + x12 
Enfield. ... 78 240 2m +208 +171 
Groton.... 702 203 158 — 71 — 77 
Lansing. .. 480 714 610 + 49 + 27 
Newfield .. 1,906 403 340 — 79 — 82 
Ulysses... 895 1,261 I,IIO + 4I + 24 
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TABLE 37 


AVERAGE ANNUAL EXPENDITURES FOR IMPROVEMENTS BY IN- 
DIVIDUAL CHURCHES, 1886-1890 AND 1906-1910 


1886-1890 


Dollars and 
Purchasing 
Power 


Ig06-I9I10 


Pur- 
Dollars| chasing 
Power 


Churches of Caroline 
Slaterville Meth. .... 
Speedsville “ a 
Brookton Baptist .... 
Slaterville Episcopal. . 
Speedsville << 

Churches of Danby 


Danby & So. D. Meth. 


West Danby oe 
West Danby Baptist. . 
Churches of Dryden 
Dryden Meth...... 
Freeville Se ere 
West Dryden“ ..... 
Dryden Episcopal..... 
Varna & Ellis Meth... 
Churches of Enfield 
Enfield Meth. Epis... . 
SBA DtISt ersten 
Churches of Groton 
Groton Meth. Epis.... 
McLean Meth..... 
Groton City “ 


39522 3,013 


78 64 
69 S77, 
Bi 30 
27 22 
£ I 
126 107 
22 19 
74 61 
97 81 
44 37 
34 28 
92 77 
133 117 
107 94 
130 IOI 
5 4 


Per Cent 
Gain or Loss 


In Pur- 
ug chasing 
Dollars P 
ower 
CES | aa} 
SO Sa (aA 
Saray eT arf 
= 8 
— 87 || —— 87 
— 80 | —83 
+ 12/— 4 
208s e 3 
aie Gk: ieee 
SPAS Se Om 
+318 | +252 
+343 | +200 
[EEE | Se yy 
si Of || ae 
— 87 | — 90 
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TABLE 37 (Continued) 


1886-1890 


Dollars and 
Purchasing 
Power 


Groton City Cong’l...| .... 
Peruville Meth. ...... 16 


Groton Baptist ...... 460 
Mclean (9 seen 
Groton Cong’l ....... ae 
McLean Episcopal... . 8x 
Churches of Lansing 
Ludlowville Meth..... 42 
Lansingville “ .... 46 
Asbury Soo orks 100 
NosWansing = 9 Ss. 255 
No. Lansing Baptist ;..| 9 sc 
East Lansing “‘ AG 37 
Churches of Newfield 
Newfield Meth....... 1,906 
Smee Baptista 
Churches of Ulysses 
Trumansburg Meth... 336 
Jacksonville uke 80 
Trumansburg Baptist .| .... 
s Episcopal. 479 


1906-1910 
Pur- 
Dollars| chasing 

Power 
7 5 
53 41 
2 2 
6 5 
168 143 
9° 77 
286 244 
84 72 
3 3 
83 G fit 
146 123 
257 217 
555 488 
402 354 
67 59 
237 200 


Per Cent 
Gain or Loss 


In 
Dollars 


—"88 


103 
+300 
+ 06 
+186 
+124 


— 92 


+ 65 
+403 


— 51 


In Pur- 
chasing 
Power 


— or 
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Ministers’ Salaries. Table 38 shows that the churches 
of the county have increased the amount given for 
ministers’ salaries from an annual average of $17,128 
from 1886 to 1890 to $17,194 from 1906 to IgI0, or 0.4 
per cent. When the purchasing power of the dollar 
is allowed for, however, there is a decrease from $17,128 
to $14,405, or 16 per cent. Reckoning in dollars 18 
churches held their own or increased, while 11 decreased; 
but reckoning in purchasing power only 8 increased 
while 21 decreased. 

In some cases where two or more churches shared the 
services of one minister in the first period the group- 
ing of churches was different in the second period. 
The result of this is to cause the comparison of amounts 
received by ministers to differ slightly from the com- 
parison of the amounts given by the churches; so that 
out of 29 ministers’ salaries in dollars paid 17 in the 
second period were as large as those in the first, while 
12 were smaller; but reckoning in purchasing power 
only 7 ministers received larger salaries than their 
predecessors, while the pay of 22 was less. 

Excluding those ministers who did not give their 
whole time to the service of the church, and counting 
the rental value of parsonages as money received, the 


average salary in the first period was $646, in the 
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second $744 in dollars, or $624 reckoned in purchas- 


ing power. 


TABLE 38 


INCREASE AND DECREASE IN ANNUAL AVERAGE MINISTERS’ 
SALARIES FROM 1886-1890 AND 1906-1910 


1886-1890 


Dollars and 


Purchasing Hohe Compar’d| Dol- 


Power 


Totalsier cistern a actes 


Slaterville Meth........ 


“ 


Speedsville~ “5.6... 
Brookton Baptist ...... 


Brookton Cong’l ....... 
Danby Meth. 

Danby & So. D. Meth. | 
So. Danby Meth...... 
West Danby “S022. 
Dryden SO eaarar 


Dryden & McLean Meth. 


Freeville Meth......... 
West Dryden & Freeville 


Meth. 


Varna & Ellis Meth..... 
Dryden Presbyterian... . 
Enfield Meth.-......... 
Enfield Baptist ........ 
Groton Meth. Epis...... 
Mi clan ys Sees ccee 
Groton City Cong’l..... 


17,128 


17,194 


Per Cent 
ge AS Gain or Loss 
Purch. 
Power | In |\In Pur- 
chasing 
with lars | Power 
1886-90 

14,415 |+o.4| —16 
611 503 —20 —34 
520 428 —18 
gor | 330 |—45 | —s5 
308 2545 | 45) 55 
7OI 595 |t10| —y7 
147 125 |—45 | —53 
626 519 Keio 
55 +29 

724 601 
740 614 +26) +4 
980 813 —4] —20 
600 527, |t21| + 6 
408 438 ieee) Ea} 
637 406 +16 | —10 

281 219 


VvoCrC eee 
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TABLE 38 (Continued) 


1886-1890 Ig06-1910 


Per Cent 
Gain or Loss 


Purch. 
Dollars and - Power | In |In Pur- 
Purchasing Dolls Compar’d Dol- | chasing 
Power with lars | Power 
1886-90 
Groton Baptist ........ 800 825 643 +3] —20 
Groton Cong’ ...2.0.-.. I,000 I,200 936 +20] — 6 
McLean Episcopal. ...... 03 107 84 +315 | —10 
Ludlowville Meth....... 574 851 735 +48 | +28 
Asbury & W. Dryden 
Meth. 631 } 
Asbury & No. Lansing +29 | ir 
Meth) 71. 817 697 J 

No. Lansing Meth. ..... 360 See ests - A 
East Lansing Baptist ... 330 400 345 +oar} +5 
Newfield Meth. Epis. . .. 854 863 738 +1] —14 
Newfield Christian *.... 317 325 274 ae 
Trumansburg Meth... . 771 855 730 +i] —4 
Jacksonville eee era 575 840 726 +46] +26 
Trumansburg Baptist. . . 946 037 825 — 1 —13 
Trumansburg Presb.....} 1,000 1,000 865 i —I3 
Trumansburg Episcopal . 300 400 346 +33 | +15 


* The minister of this church for a part of the time received also some 
pay from another church the exact amount of which could not be de- 


termined. 
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TABLE 38 


INCREASE AND DECREASE IN MINISTERS’ SALARIES IN CHURCHES 


Average An- 
nual Salary re- 
ceived 1906— | Salary Re- 
1910 ceived in 
Year Re- 


ported Near- 
In | est 1886-90 


in Purch. 
Dollars P 

ower 
POtaISH erica stareteeneceisic teres 1,194] 990 |1,650] 1,624 
Slaterville Epis..... . (1893) 120} 99 200] 103 
West Danby Baptist (1886) 205| 174 250| 257 
Etna Baptist... ....(1887)|(10)400| 318 600] 571 
Groton Epis:cs- sees ae OOM AN Sao ene 
Ludlowville Presb... (1890) 400] 345 600} 603 


* Average for three years. 


NOT REPORTING FOR PERIOD 1886-1890 


Gain or Loss 


Per Cent 
Te s In : 
Dollars|~“”"°"" 
Powe 
—28 =30 
—40 | —49 
—18 | —32 
mcr wel ores, 
STOO. eames) 


Donations. It appears from Table 39 that reckoning 


in dollars 13 of the Methodist Episcopal churches have 


decreased their donations while only 7 have increased 


them. The total average amount given in the first 


period was $773 while in the second it was only $291, a 


decline of 62 per cent. In Table 40 it appears that in 


every town in the county these churches have decreased 
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their donations. A similar decrease was reported in 


other churches but exact figures could be found only 


in the case of one or two. 


TABLE 39 


AVERAGE ANNUAL DONATIONS IN DOLLARS TO MINISTERS OF 
METHODIST CHURCHES, 1886-1890 AND 1906-1910 


Town Church 

POESIS eer trstet ere ociede tect oo cieiete Sree a oi isle! 
Churches of Caroline: 

Slaterville Meth. Epis 

Speedsville * 
Churches of Danby: 

Danby 3 

South Danby oes 

Danby & S. Danby es 

West Danby oF 
Churches of Dryden: 

Dryden Y? 

W. Dryden & Asbury ie 

Freeville & Peruville be 

Varna & Etna es 

Varna & Ellis Sf 


Churches of Enfield: 
Enfield & Kennedy’s Cors. ‘ 
Churches of Groton: 
Groton 
McLean and Groton City “ 
Churches of Lansing: 
N. Lansing & E. Genoa ss 
Ludlowville & Lansingville 


Average 
1886-90 


(hee) 


per Year 


Loss 


1906-10] per Cent 


201 


30 


37 
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TABLE 39 (Continued) 


Average |perYear| Loss 


Town Church 1886—-90| 1906-10) per Cent 


Ludlowville+ (Asbury 1906-1908 Lansing- 


ville 1908-09) Meth. Epis.............. ihe 18 
No. Lansing+(Lansingville ’06-o9. Asbury 
TOOO=10) A Meths piss acta tea ees Bho 54 18 
Churches of Newfield: 
Newfield & Trumbulls Cors. ““ = ........ 47 15 
Churches of Ulysses: 
Trumansburg Pe PU Ser oh 42 
Jacksonville ae see OP 
TABLE 40 


AVERAGE ANNUAL DONATIONS IN DOLLARS TO MINISTERS OF 
METHODIST CHURCHES, 1886-1890 AND 1906-1910 


County 1886-1890 1906-1910 
Countyaa. cna 773 201 
Average for town... 07 36 
@arolines seis <a se 173 54 
IDanby.1ocecs ones 92 77 
DINGS 5 Goose Ss 182 30 
nfieldssesus cts ees 3 as 
Groton teres sci: 95 37 
Tansingenics.celentns 85 60 
Newfield. ......... 54 18 


Ullyssessemuracmacce 89 15 
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6. EDUCATIONAL EQUIPMENT OF MINISTRY 


There are 34 ministers in Tompkins County. Data 
as to their educational equipment was gathered in the 
case of all but 3. It is probable that these 3 had little 
preparation for the ministry. 

Five ministers, including 2 pastors of the rural 
churches and 3 of the churches of the larger villages, 
have had a training of seven years in college and semi- 
nary. Two have had a five years’ course, 3 a four 
years’ course, 6 a three years’ course. Six have taken 
the courses of reading and study prescribed by Metho- 
dist Episcopal conferences, while 7 have received 
only high school or common school education. One 
has taken, in addition to other studies, some special 
studies in agriculture at Brown University, 2 have 
taken some agricultural studies at the summer school 
in Amherst, Mass., while 5 have had some experience 
on farms. None has reported a fuller course in agri- 
cultural training. 

As a whole this preparation is insufficient. It should 
be supplemented by courses in summer schools, at 
theological seminaries, agricultural institutions, or 


elsewhere. 
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7. ACTIVITIES OF THE DENOMINATION 


In Tables 41 and 42 are given the figures for the at- 
tendance, membership, and expenditures of the dif- 
ferent denominations of Tompkins County. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church ranks first in the 
number of members and attendants. The Baptist 
churches are second, the Congregational third, the 
Presbyterian fourth, the Episcopal fifth. 

Of these denominations the Episcopal Church has 
gained 38 per cent in membership, the Presbyterian 
Church has gained 20 per cent, the Baptist Churches 
14, the Congregational 1 per cent, while the Methodist 
Episcopal Church has lost 12 per cent. 

In the number of attendants the Baptist Churches 
have lost 19 per cent, the Congregational 22 per cent, 
the Episcopal 30, the Presbyterian 35, while the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church has lost 37 per cent. 

In expenditures reckoned in purchasing power, 
the Presbyterians have gained 3 per cent, the Episco- 
palians have lost 5 per cent, the Baptists have lost 
ro per cent, and the Methodists 15 per cent. 
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TABLE 41 


GaINs AND LOSSES IN MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE FOR THE 
SEVERAL DENOMINATIONS 


Membership | Attendance ebilcveae 
In In 
1890 | 1910 | 1890 | 1910 | Member-| Aitend- 
ship ance 
Totalse et saascctieics 4,039 | 4,102 | 4,304 | 2,878} + 2 —33 
Methodist. ......... 1,967 | 1,729 | 2,080 | 1,317 | —12 —37 
IBAntisbemes an cael 881 | 1,002] 656] 533| +14 —r10 
Congregational...... 5390 | 543] 520] 413) + 1x —22 
Presbyterian......... 450] 538] 460] 303] +20 —35 
Episcopal.waiss fe nere/es r28| 176| 142 99 | +38 —30 
(Christians ay0.).ccs5 2 74| 114] 105 62| +54 —68 
Universalist. ........ Sei al he cea 64 62 xe Ser3 
Freewill Baptist...... tas | Peace 44 18 x5 —59 
Wesleyan Meth...... priest eae 47 38 .. | —10 
PrieadS Aras ess Sarde Duetersde 29 22 ne —24 
Undenominational 


and attending out of 
County Resin Wt ieee 49 II a —78 
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TABLE 42 


EXPENDITURES OF THE DENOMINATIONS FOR THE PERIODS 1886- 
1890 AND I906-I9I0 


TOTAL EXPENDITURES 


Increase or De- 


1886-1890 1906-1910 crease per Cont 

Dollars Purchas- 
ae) feos ing Power In |In Pur- 
chasing Dollars | as Com- | Dollars | chasing 
Power. pared with Power 

86-90 
Rotalsaet eels eso20 35,213 29,802 + 7/— 9 
Methodist. ...... 19,071 19,182 16,220 +o0.6 | — 15 
Baptistaeanesenr: 5,783 6,226 5,222 + 8 | —10 
Presbyterian. ... . 5,708 6,813 5,863 +19 | + 3 
Congregational...| ..... 379 205 Riek as 
Episcopal .ses os 1,039 2,180 1,837 + 312]— 5 
Christian. ....... 325 433 305 || °-te33e are 
BENEVOLENCES 

Motalsata coe 2,821 5,271 4,446 + 87 | + 58 
Methodist ....... 1,093 2,181 1,852 +100 | + 69 
Baptisterne. acentes 640 1,225 1,023 + or | + 60 
Presbyterian. .... 358 922 707 +158 | +123 
Congregational. .. 530 538 440 + 2 — 17 
BpISCopall wmusss 200 388 3190 + 04 + 50 


Ghristianwn sr seals luecer 17 nan A + 37 
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TABLE 42 (Continued) 
MINISTERS’ SALARIES 


Increase or De- 


1886-1890 Ig06-I910 pias boron 


Dollars | Purchas- 


and Pur- ing Power, In |In Pur- 
chasing | Dollars | as Com- | Dollars | chasing 

Power pared with Power 

86-90 
Potais) ee...) 275528 17,194 14,415 +o.4 | — 16 
Methodist. ...... 9,369 9,532 8,043 ar ¢) || ev 
BAGUSES foc cece 2s 3,407 3,061 2,581 — 12 | — 26 
Presbyterian. .... 2,020 1,980 1,678 — 2 — 17 
Congregational... 1,562 1,789 1,409 + 315 | —10 
Episcopal. ....... 393 507 430 +29 | + 9 
Christian, ..5sc0< 317 325 274 + 3/—1m 
IMPROVEMENTS 
otals: oo) casos 6,430 3,522 3,013 — 45 — 53 
Methodist. ...... 5,267 2,579 2,207 th To eS Oy 
BA DUSts a= sie «.'- 505 631 530° | et OL — 10 
RCSD VLCTiAit cic) 2 staciee ofS. eiveeree. of ceases oe 

Congregational...|  ..... 7 5 Ae Sar 
Episcopal. ....... 568 305 265 — 46 | — 53 
MAST ATES errant, «atone ee Ht Bio's es | tee atte noe Sei 


8. LARGER VILLAGES COMPARED WITH SMALLER VILLAGES 
AND THE OPEN COUNTRY 


There are three villages in Tompkins County with 
more than 600 inhabitants. These are Groton, with 
a population of 1,260, Trumansburg in the town of 
Ulysses, with a population of 1,118, and Dryden, with 
a population of 709. No other village of the county 
has a population exceeding four hundred. 
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By comparison between the activities of the churches 
of these three larger villages and those of the rest of 
the county it appears: 

That in the smaller communities a very much smaller 
proportion of the inhabitants are church members than 
in the larger villages: 

That while there is a considerable decline in the 
number of attendants at church services in the larger 
villages in proportion to population, the decline is 
much greater in the smaller communities; 

That the contributions for church expenses are very 
much less per capita outside the larger villages; 

That while in the larger villages the amount given 
per capita has substantially increased in twenty years, 
in the rural districts it has decreased; 

That while 56 per cent of the churches in the larger 
villages have gained in at least two out of three lines of 
activity, namely, maintaining or increasing member- 
ship, attracting attendants to their services, and con- 
tributing money, 83 per cent of the other churches 
have declined in at least two of the three; 

That the churches in the larger villages, while they 
are not holding the attendance of the rural population, 
are losing it much less rapidly than are the churches in 


the rural communities. 
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TABLE 43 


MEMBERSHIP IN .THE CHURCHES OF THE LARGE VILLAGES AND 
IN THE RuRAL DIstTRICTS, 1890 AND IQIO 


Gain or 
1890 | 1910 Loss 
per Cent 
Dryden Meth. Episcopal.................06- 89 to3 | +16 
Dryden: Presbyterians «cose s setts sl ecaeve.as I47 219 | +49 
Prov Genel piscopal: eretarr: sts iets sion dowel ake sists 18 oe 
Groton-Meth. Episcopal... ......c00008-s000 142 113 | —20 
ETOLOEIMISAPUISty ym sires arariece ois aisle atelete ere ale 155 162} + 5 
erroron CongresatiOnals ci.cc: cie sma cacweee 252 ror | —24 
KSFOCOn ED DISCODAlZ se soars eden t Ose soa seem is A 30 ae 
Trumansburg Meth. Episcopal.............. 200} 225| +13 
a3 PB apeish xno srrcisnye ocoe te eke ote zor | 306| + 2 
ee (Presby teria: aac civics ocias erclare 200| 261] +31 
es EpISCOpAll are a, ayehesr2io/8 sia secs, viniele 86 80| —7 
Total Membership Large-Village churches. . ..| 1,572 | 1,708 | + 9 
fe ee TMCOUNRLYS sepae saree sheer 4,039 | 4,102 | + 2 
ce 2 ee churches of Rural Districts | 2,467 | 2,304 | — 3 
Rural members of large village churches 1890 
(estimated at 20.7% of total)... +26 s+. 316 
Rural members of large village churches 1910 
(estimated at 16.6%. of total). ........0600 fies? 284 
Estimated Total members who live in large 
WHALES are iaige ote ccteh mean otine ok kn ean tana 1,256 | 1,424 
Estimated Total members who live in Rural 
IDISETICES Ry sce oe a rane es cieraseic ene 2,783 | 2,678 
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Membership. From Table 43 it appears that in 
the churches of the three larger villages the member- 
ship in 1,890 was'1,572 and 1,708 in 1910, or a gain of 
9 per cent in twenty years. The churches in the rest 
of the county, including those of the smaller villages 
and of the open country, had 2,467 members in 1890 
and only 2,394 in 1910, a loss of 3 per cent in the mem- 
bership of the rural churches. 

In Table 44 it appears that the Protestant popula- 
tion of the three larger villages was 3,040 in 1890 and 
2,947 in 1910, a loss of 3 per cent, while the Protestant 
population of the rest of the county was 16,805 in 1890 
and 13,743 in 1910, a loss of 18 per cent. 

But some members of churches in the larger villages 
live in the outlying or rural districts. Table 46 shows 
that in 1890, 215 or 20.1 per cent of the attendants 
of the churches of the larger villages lived in the rural 
districts, and 156 or 16.6 per cent in 1910. It was 
therefore necessary, in estimating the number of mem- 
bers from the larger villages, to subtract 20.1 per cent 
of the recorded members for 1890 and 16.6 per cent 
for IgIo. 

With this allowance made, Tables 43, 44, and 45 
show that there were 1,256 church members in the 


large villages in 1890, or 41 per-cent of the Protestant 
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TABLE 44 


PROTESTANT INHABITANTS IN LARGE VILLAGES AND IN THE 
Rurat Districts, 1890 AND 1910 


Gain or Loss 


1890 I9Io pep end 
Weydems ye cect sics stasis ees 653 706 
NOE OLON MA eos cls, selcis cine 1,273 1,241 
Trnmansbure:~. bisa se 1,114 I,000 te 
Total in large villages. ... 3,040 2,047 —3 
Wotabin ‘County,. «coe. <0 19,845 16,690 —16 
Total in rural districts. ... 16,805 13,743 —18 
TABLE 45 


ENROLLED MEMBERSHIP IN LARGER VILLAGES AND RURAL 
DisTRICTS, 1890 AND IQIO 


Large Villages | Rural Districts 


Per | Per Per Per 
1890 | Cent 1910 |Cent| 1890 | Cent | 1910 | Cent 


Prot. Population. ..... BiOAONs sccia | 20A.7i|la\er010|| EO; SOS arevev es 13,743 
Members resident in 
larger villages...... LA Oleewer ail Alle ewoen tara miltercaell | taratevstelll a setene 
Members resident in 
PUTA L CISELECES sco solpersies lacie leis alles Ae ILes TOS bases. 2 (917.8 hakelele 
Members constitute fol- 
lowing per cent of 
Prot. populations. || «.-+|4T- 3). «+ |49-3\r2 >. LOO ln ctecss ate 19.48 
Normal membership in | 
Igro, i. €. same per 
cent of population as 


Increase above normal | ...2\..| 207/27. | .....|.-..6- 402|17.7 
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population, and 1,424, or 48 per cent of the Protestant 
population, in 1910; whereas in the rural districts there 
were 2,783 members in 1890, or 16.56 per cent of the 
rural Protestant population, and 2,678 members, or 
19.5 per cent in 1gI0. 

Table 45 shows that in the larger villages church 
membership gained 17 per cent above that for 1890 in 
proportion to population, while the membership in the 
smaller communities gained 18 per cent in twenty years. 

It appears then that in the matter of enrolled mem- 
bership the smaller communities have made a slightly 
greater relative gain than the larger villages, while in 
the larger villages a very much larger part of the popula- 
tion belongs to the Church than in the rural districts. 

Attendance. From Table 46 it appears that the 
number of attendants of the churches of the three 
larger villages was 1,068 in 1890, while in 1910 it was 
939, a loss of 12 per cent. In the churches of the more 
rural part of the county the number of attendants was 
3,236 in 1890 and only 1,939 in 1910, a decline of 40 per 
cent. 

But it has been shown that in 1890 there were 20.1% 
or 215 rural people attending the churches of the large 
villages, while in rg1o there were 16.6 or 156. There- 


fore in 1890 there were 853 church attendants in the 
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TABLE 46 


CuurcH ATTENDANTS IN THE LARGER VILLAGES AND IN THE 
Rurat Districts, 1890 AND IgIo 


Attendance in 


Large Villages Gain or 
Loss 
per Cent 
1890 IgIo 
Dryden Meth. Episcopal.......... 95 74 
(oe Presbyfenans ic. .c2c 02. 138 153 
pone FapiSCOPAl..., 54, <ca05 S8rs 3.2% eo I4 
Groton Meth. Episcopal.......... IOL 79 
See BB ANCISt sel cts,s eye le inic sce. erated IIt 78 
eo \Conerregational’. 7. ...../.).. 0 193 143 
Smee HD NISCODALs taieias malta ranienioe e Asa 24 
Trumansburg Meth. Episcopal.... 89 90 
ae Baptist) vases sone 139 127 
es Presbyterian ........ 149 124 
ee WpISCOpalle .:<'- cisie-e « 53 33 
Total attendance in large villages. . 1,068 939 —I2 
as fe eoCounty eae 4,304 2,878 
& a * churches of 
Rural Districts... mete sel sce 3,236 1,939 —40 
Rural attendants in large-village 
BUNYCORES aaa oe Sele ela is dct ote hes 215 156 —27 
Village attendants in large-village 
GUMU CHES Hac iy ie. cisie cvaied's\ee'o os 853 783 —8 
Total ruralattendantsinallchurches} 3,451 2,005 —39 
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large villages and 783 in 1910, a loss of 8 per cent; 
while in the rural districts there were 3,451 attendants 
in 1890 and only 2,095 in 1910, a loss of 39 per cent. 

It will be seen in Tables 46 and 47 that in 1890, 
28 per cent of the Protestant population of the larger 
villages were church attendants, and 26.6 per cent in 
1910; whereas in the rural districts 20.5 per cent of 
the Protestant population were attendants in 1890 
but only 15.2 per cent in 1910. Whereas we have ~ 
hitherto seen that in all the churches together there 
was a decline in proportion to the Protestant population 
of 19 per cent in Table 47 it appears that for the larger 
villages it was less than 6 per-cent while in the smaller 
villages and open country it was nearly 26 per cent. . 

In the period covered by the investigation, there- 
fore, there was a very much greater loss in the rural dis- 
tricts both absolutely and in relation to the population. 

Income and Expenditures. From Table 48 it ap- 
pears that the total expenditures of the churches in 
the larger villages were 12,275 dollars in the first period, 
and the equivalent in purchasing power of 13,267 of 
the same dollars in the second, a gain of 8.1 per cent. 
In the rural districts the expenditures in the first period 
were 20,551 and 16,535 in the second, a loss of 109.5 


per cent. 
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TABLE 47 


PROTESTANT POPULATION AND NUMBER OF ATTENDANTS IN 
LarGe VILLAGES AND Rurat Districts, 1890 AND 1910 


Poplation:.c. sires 010; 
Attendants of churches 
of large villages. .... 
Rural attendants rural 
CISHTCNES oo ata aor 
Village attendants in 
large villages....... 
Rural attendants in 
large villages....... 
Total rural attendants 


of all churches. ..... ; 


Attendants constitute 
following per cent 
Prot. population. . .. 

Normal number of at- 
tendants in 1910 (i.e. 
same per cent of pop- 
ulation as in 1890). 

Loss below normal.... 


Large Villages 


Per 


1890 |Cent|1910 


1890 


3,040]... 


E-OO S| ars 002 


Al erejne A ae 


Per 
Cent 
IQIO 


1890 


2,047 


939 


16;805)|2..63 


Rural Districts 


Per Per 
Cent| 1910 | Cent 


1890 IQIo 


20.5 


2,817 
722/25 .63 
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But as 20.1 per cent of the attendants of the larger 
village churches were from the rural districts in 1890, 
and 16.6 per cent in 1910, it was thought best to deduct 
from the expenditures of the churches 20.1 per cent 
in 1890 and 16.6 per cent in 1910, and treat the amounts 
deducted as contributions from people of the rural 
districts. This method is not strictly accurate, but it 
is the best available and its error is on the conservative 
side. 

It will be seen in Table 48 that under this method of 
estimating, the contributions of residents of the larger 
villages were 9,808 dollars per year in the period 1886- 
1890 and reckoning in purchasing power 11,065 per 
year in the period 1906-10, a gain of 13 per cent; while 
the residents of rural districts contributed 23,018 in 
the first period and 18,737 the second, a loss in con- 
tributions of 19 per cent. 

In Table 49 it appears that the people of the larger 
villages contributed 3.23 dollars per capita in the first 
period and again reckoning in purchasing power 3.75 
in the second, an increase of 16.1 per cent, while 
the residents of the rural districts contributed only 
1.369 in the first period and 2.363 in the second, 
making a decrease of .4 per cent. 
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TABLE 48 


EXPENDITURES IN LARGE VILLAGES AND IN THE RuRAL Dis- 
TRICTS, 1886-1890 AND 1906-1910, EXPRESSED IN PURCHAS- 
ING POWER 


Gain or 
1886-90 | 1906-10] Loss 
per Cent 
Dryden Meth. Episcopal.......... 853 O72 Meee 
#2 IPrESpysOLialer cictociomet: 2,079 17 Ole recess 
s IE DISCODAl cea cal hcniacts eal = loan BAS eile 
Groton Meth, Episcopal :s¢.si'-« O71 TsO57 9 | iveenats 
ae IBapbistn na Satie enresal ate 1,724 iT, LOOw letere 
“ Congrepatioualyern s.r. och emer nee eee teeos 
s HpIscopal-e ce csdsmekicel erat TeEAl allt Worsrexslets 
Trumansburg Meth. Episcopal.......... 1,685 2507500 ||Weramorre 
oy IB apeist ara casicrsaren tee est scaie I,207 AGO Ie |ie eesvetiahs 
os Presb yl@Flailcctere says sisie ee ees 2,186 Ry ie aieonde cc 
re Episcopal sence eiate see 1,480 Rete lll caetdtenky 
Total exp. churches of large villages ..... 12,275 | 13,267 | + 8. 
Total exp. churches in County .......... 32,826 | 20,802 | — 9.2 
poe 8 [oe inrural aistricts syste: 20,551 | 16,535 | —20. 


Contributions of rural att. of large-village 
churches (estimated at 20.1 per cent of 
total exps. village churches ........... BAGH ean ret | reticent 

Contributions of rural att. of large village 
churches (estimated at 16.6% of total 
exps: village Churches. <i. 5 cs smi swore «Io win ascces Dp ley 8 || aawacaany, 

Contributions of residents of large villages. | 9,808 | 11,065 | +13 

Contributions to all churches by residents 
Onrural istrichsr cm me icte eich cusioahowtese 23,018 | 18,737 | —I9 
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It appears, therefore, that not only do the’ residents 
of the larger villages contribute very much more money 
per capita, but that they have made a substantial in- 
crease in their contributions; while the rural people 
have declined in their total contributions and in their 
contributions per capita.* 

Individual Churches. In the larger villages there 
are now 11 churches, but 2 of these have been es- 
tablished since 1890. Comparison of the condition in 
1890 with the condition in 1910 can therefore be made 
in the case of only 9 of them. In the three lines of 
activity here treated (i. e. maintaining or increasing 
membership, attracting attendants, and contributing 
money), 1 church has gained in all three lines, 4 have 
gained in two, 2 have gained in only one, while 2 have 
lost in every one of the three lines of activity. This 
may be seen in Table so. 

Outside the larger villages, there are 24 churches 
for which data are available in all three lines of ac- 
tivity for the two periods. Of these 24 only 1 church 
has gained in all three lines of activity, only 3 

* Owing to the fact that statistics for total expenditures in a 
few churches are not available, actual per capita expenditures 
would be slightly greater than here indicated. Of the few 


churches omitted the expenditures for 1906-1910 were about 
equally divided between the large village churches and the others. 
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TABLE 49 


EXPENDITURES PER CAPITA IN THE LARGER VILLAGES AND IN 


THE RurAL DIstTRICTS, 


1886-1890 AND 1906-1910, Ex- 


PRESSED IN PURCHASING POWER 


Large Villages 1886-90 ........ 
a “1906-10 
Rural Districts 1886-90 

ne 5 TQCO=10%) ocane-s 
Contributed by village people to 
churches of large villages 
POSOMOO aiere eis sncwsinis epeloreceraese 
Contributed by village people to 
churches of large villages 
EOSO—TO Me ilers ayer ctso a cisisieeeers 
Contributed to all churches by 
residents of rural districts 
TBSO—OO ajc claves spose wae eh dpe 
Contributed to all churches by 
residents of rural districts 
TOOG—1O; aerial on tesa herruetst orci 


Total ee Contribu-| Gain or 
Contribu- oP «O ‘tions per| Loss 
tions Capita | per Cent 
12,275 3,040 BROAN nase 
13,267 | 2,947 | 4.50 |--11.38 
20,551 | 16,805 ery A coaaac 
16,535 | 13,743 1.20 1.64 
9,808 Roe tell lacmoebee 
11,065 3-75 |--16.1 
23,018 oe picsy > UY) oadoos 
18,737 1.36 —o.7 


206 THE COUNTRY CHURCH 


have gained in two lines of activity, 9 have gained 
in one line of activity, while 11 have declined in all 
three lines. In other words, of 24 churches outside 
the larger villages only 4 have gained in two lines 
of activity, while 20 have lost in at least two 
lines. 

Fifty-five and six-tenths per cent of the churches of 
the large villages have gained in two of the three lines, 
whereas only 16.7 per cent of the churches outside the 
larger villages have gained in more than one line of 
activity. 

Rural attendants of rural churches and rural attend- 
ants of churches of the larger villages. From Table 52 
it appears there were in 1890, 3,236 attendants 
of churches of the smaller communities while in 1910 
there were only 1,939, a decline of 40 per cent; whereas 
in 1890, 215 residents of the rural districts were attend- 
ing the churches of the large villages while in 1910 there 
were 156, a decline of 27 per cent. 

Thus it is seen that while the churches of the larger 
villages are not holding their attendance of people 
of the rural districts, still they are more successful 
in this respect than are the churches of the rural 


districts. 
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TABLE 50 


MEMBERSHIP, 


ATTENDANCE, AND EXPENDITURES 


IN THE 


CHURCHES OF THE LARGER VILLAGES, 1890 AND Ig10, Ex- 
PRESSED IN PURCHASING POWER 


Trumansburg Meth. Episcopal.. 


Gain or Loss per Cent 


Membership| Attendance |Expenditures 


+13 => oe SPAS 


“ IBAPtists.cre a aeteres +2 —o +13 

ce Presbyterian .... +31 —17 +56 
Dryden Meth. Episcopal. , +16 —22 +14 
s Presbyterian .... +49 +11 —10 
Groton ‘Baptist..kisci ses +5 —30 —36 
ee Meth. Episcopal. . —20 —22 +9 

bis Congregational . . —24 —26 —I0 
Trumansburg Episcopal....... —7 —38 —42 

TABLE 51 


MEMBERSHIP, ATTENDANCE AND EXPENDITURES IN THE CHURCHES 
OF THE RuRAL DISTRICTS, 1890 AND 1910, EXPRESSED IN 


PuRCHASING POWER 


Per Cent Gain or Loss 


Jacksonville Meth. Episcopal... 
Varna and Ellis “ 

Enfield & ee 
Newfield Christian............ 
W. Danby Meth. Episcopal... . 
Freeville ee ets 
Enfield Baptist -<if.+0%1.06.=-16 


+1or 
ae 
=“ a 
+ to 
+ 30 
ae 
signs 


+38 
—36 
—26 


Membership | Attendance |Expenditures 


“1-73 
+33 
SAB 
+12 
SEF 
+24 
ME 
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TABLE 51 (Continued) 


Per Cent Gain or Loss 
Membership | Attendance |Expenditures 


McLean Meth. Episcopal...... + 23 —r10 —8r 


SoS UB ADLISE settee ererst erste nc + 38 —45 —1II 
Ludlowville Meth. Episcopal . . . — 10 —24 +62 
Lansingville ss 4 — Io —24 +89 
Asbury of He —A4 —29 +63 
Ludlowville Presbyterian ...... + 52 —57 —18 
Slaterville Meth. Episcopal .... — 21 —53 —59 
Speedsville os ste ee — 51 —61 —38 
Brookton® Baptist. cava cscsee. . — 34 —s58 —70 
Speedsville Episcopal.......... — 64 —8r —s56 
Danby & So. Danby Meth. Epis.| — 54 —38 —49 
W. Dryden sf — 8 —I9 —30 
Peruville se — 12 —7o —o9 
McLean Episcopal............ — 50 —86 —27 
No. Lansing Meth. Episcopal... — 4 —29 —44 
East LansinesBaptist =. 2.22.05 - — 22 —26 — 3 
Newfield Meth. Episcopal...... ——E5 oH ar 
DanbyxCongelsreciete series + 12 —35 
Wi Danby Baptist... ese se + 70 —48 
ItnauBamcistiosetcmoamer ete + 28 —43 
Pnpeldi@hristianient crise erro +283 —69 
W. Groton Congregational. .... + 47 —23 Ke 
No. Lansing Baptist.......... — 26 ce —73 


Brookton Congregational....... — 55 —35 
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TABLE s2 


RurAt ATTENDANTS OF RURAL CHURCHES AND NUMBER OF 
RurAL ATTENDANTS OF LARGE-VILLAGE CHURCHES, 1890 
AND IQIO 


Attendants in Rural Attendants Big Village 
Churches Churches from Rural Districts 
Gain or ; Gain or 
1890 IQIO Loss 1890 Igio Loss 
per Cent per Cent 
Countys.2-.| 3,230 1,039 —40 215 156 —27 
Caroline... . 486 223 
Danby een. 524 315 
Dryden..... 429 247 49 48 
Enfield ..... 288 173 ete sad sil 
Groton ..... . 408 258 ae 79 36 
Lansing .... 432 305 Ses 
Newfield. ... 517 285 sts ae as 
Ulysses. .... I52 133 _ 87 72 


Relative Importance of Rural Churches and Churches 
of the Larger Villages. It will be seen from previous 
tables and from Diagram VI that the rural churches, 
as compared with the churches of the larger villages, 
are greater in number, that taken together they have 
more members, that they have a greater total number 
of attendants, that as a whole they contribute a larger 
amount of money, and that they have a larger number 
of people dependent upon their ministry. 

It is evident that the decline manifest in these 
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country churches is a matter of the gravest con- 


cern. 
DIAGRAM VI 
COMPARISON OF LARGER VILLAGES WITH THE RURAL DISTRICTS 


1. M ee 


792 
1998 “1663 316 
1256 1424 e467 708 


1890 1910 1890 1910 
Larger Villages Rural Districts 
QWor-Merbers (Non-Members 
WM Village Members of Churches waMembers of Large Village Churches 
of Large Villages Lil * Rural Churches 


2. Attendance 


13875 
2318 
215 
3236 
{erm 2304 


5 1890 2 [910 
oe ee tSI0 UM Rural Districts 
Larger Villages CoNon-Attendants 
CO Nor-Attendants waniiending 6 Churches of Large Villages 
aw Atfendants ° feral 1 churchee 
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DIAGRAM VI (Continued) 


3. Expenditures 


(2275 


2055] 


1886-90 1906-10 
pe a  aceld of lLorge Village Churches 
» Rural Churches 


Q. OVER-CHURCHING 


The figures for attendance, membership, and ex- 
penditures gathered in Tompkins County indicate 
how very serious the evil of over-churching has be- 
come. Only four churches in the smaller communities 
in a twenty year period have increased their activities 
in two or more of the three lines of activity considered 
above. Three of these are in one-church communities. 
The fourth is a weak church. Its expenditures were 
small in both periods, and its apparent gain in mem- 
bership is due to padded rolls. 

Attendance figures afford the best indication of the 
effect of over-churching. In small communities with 


only one church there was a loss of 29 per cent in at- 
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tendance in twenty years. 


In small communities 


where there were two churches there was a loss of 50 


per cent; while in the small communities of more than 


two churches there was a loss of nearly 55 per cent. 


(See Table 56.) 


TABLE 53 


Loss IN NUMBER OF ATTENDANTS IN ONE-CHURCH-COMMUNITIES 
In SMALL Two-CHurRcH COMMUNITIES AND IN SMALL CommMu- 
NITIES with MorE THAN Two CHURCHES 


MOGAIST a eaincton teu 


One-Church 
Com- 
munities 


1890 IgIO 


1,675|1,182 


Churches of Caroline 
Caroline Center Meth... 
Central Chapel nf 
Slaterville sf 
Caroline 
Speedsville ne 
mS Episcopal .... 
Brookton Baptist....... 
a Cone ea ea. 
Slaterville Episcopal... . 
Union Valley Christian. . 
Churches of Danby 


“ 


Danby-Coneilemestencre 
W. Danby Meth..... 


Jersey Hill ie 


53] 24 


AG Src 


Tail ase 


Loss 


per 
Cent 


TOF) TOO] acy. 
75\ BOs se 


Small 

Two- Commu- 
Church |Loss \nities with| Loss 
Com- per |more than| per 
munities |Cent| Two |Cent 

Churches 

I890 IQIO 1890 1910 
1,072|536| 50 | 480] 221| 55 
FAO! AG) ee seals sn <ceil ahs. evsi|eoetees 

Fraaverallieeeel tera ors 36| tr 

SA Settles neal | napa 32 

QO|PSSli aks cee even roiereere 
G8] AAT oc epee rs tevel leases 
Wend TA ce cileinerel areas heres 
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TABLE 53 (Continued) 


Small 
Two- Commu- 
One-Church| Loss| Church \Loss\nities with| Loss 
Com- per | Com- per |more than| per 
munities |Cent| munities |Ceni| Two  |Cent 
Churches 
1890 I910 1890 I910 1890 1910 
S. Danby Meth Se ral 85 w OS o-ns victor a erern erates al 's:cpereify asters lis coe 
Smily Hill ss Bl est ailieayaters Naxateronclltovare | <reioce lWerevarecdiareramelleeciers 
Morris Chapel “ ASMA S lhers retell a rccohers) |telere lcars.cteh retail mee |e cree 
West Danby ad Pi eevee Wii ls eal eke S457 [ica allleecesresllareneveilyaretore 
ned Bre AD UTS Eset tn reel secocaee Bronce O41 9S 3 i eicrealnererliaete oloeie 
' Churches of Dryden 
reevillemMethocistet .41/%. Ol = 8Ol veel eocislissidltee | «emer lirelare 
Bra Baptist semtpivsnictets wASAh Gal svecoe | ec eel eusrallRrsyeuetl ataverall srpsas)| aisles 
Varna Methodist....... EO Mg 397 aia rave muacersr oP aT Caatere olavel sil arsxeonerarets 
West Dryden Methodist; .|< 650}! 6 SOl ac. 0. |’sve.eiciei] Mein] oro avi) elavereil le stousl| 'exesa'e 
Ellis a] AAO Zl smc lee cena istove ltrs cil aitorene| orsteral eee wie 
Suyder tile baptistsys. fe Aan LOllen cele wercletatete (erste [cassie eisreailarere« 
Churches of Enfield 
Kennedy’s Cor. Meth. .. ZOU rasa ce cn allie, revere anetalisveretn) arouses amereeellioret ane 
Enfield Falls se Baier cl ores ale eeecer [inet lianeicee lt Seva teserereiltararene 
3 Center “ ai ie voeenel| ustraivsia Wats sual avers teil tev enll raters 66] 46]... 
a See ATIEISE rua) chores ieee Tne cia eiltie co labeenrs 68] 36).. 
es Span CBTIStI ATION | 4.teye-p5|ldcvors silly siatell a cerey ote ovenn'| vet 71) 22\.. 
Churches of Groton 
Groton City (Meth s1800) © SSlicd scilieterstallisee viele rei crete os] ocssote||lataucre | oue%ars 
a Z(Cone LOT) eet ear GON tac ellecs sete lieietal| smeared ereiecer| atese. easter < 
Peruville Methodist..... 30 Ofceteval saeerreticte i sescrell cesuct ell lovareicd] croxeia 
WWiest Groton Cong | srrce| TOL (78) iinceWeee cule erslea oelfiem oll ereers 
Phe Valley Wess Meth. o5| 47) 638; ccmlanetc le «\euneltyescleees 
IMC ed He VLEL HOC SEs Morale ret alte llevsisie | ans araretllov coe! Meucrst-< 49 Gils 
CCCMmES UTS EAS Crete eee stapes ie ai call (a ay se'l atecececail ly «al Rete's's 46| 25].. 
SM TVISCOP Alsace cievere (Mexeroralllere tial ltevevecel['e a:ei[ies<ieve 57 8}. 
RUIN CUSAL pers itrel| wet sieelll aveterellla'ta.ico)| aresistellfeers listers» 64) 62). 
Churches of Lansing 
Lansingville Methodist..| 84) 72)....)....-|++|s.--[« «0. 
North Lansing ‘“ Li Pema) Veter ats)| (a eteitcee tots se listo ors'liovs/are 
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TABLE 53 (Continued) 


Two- 
One-Church| Loss| Church 
Com- per | Com- 
munities |Cent| munities 
1890 IQIO 1890 1910 
Asbury Methodistycoccc! | 74) S7ilesteilace soles 
By Lansing -Baptist.<.c<c|) S4he O2Isape. ses] oei|aeete 
Ludlowville Methodist... 77| 35 
2g Presb. .. 60] 16 
Portland Presb........ Beate lievexern| Roe cospe Io]. 
Myers Methodist........] .... Lael Scum eN Gears bee 
Drake HullS. ye selec 2B catarans | nie/oeel Porsiseecel| ete eeenate 
Churches of Newfield 
Poney Hollow Baptist. . TS ecove-wtstares, elltesets 
Jacksons Hollow S. H... Olsarattas’e lees 
North Vanettan........ 24 2 eke |e akal ate ae 
Newfield Methodist ..... 187|106 
“ Presbyteriatie.o| esc 122)... 
(oe Baptist emcees Seate | eee ell Fenced eee 85 
Trumbull’sCornersMeth.] .... 116) 32 
“ Christian] .... 83] 40 


Churches of Ulysses 

Jacksonville Methodist. . 
Waterburg “s a 
LhatsarcC Bins pelo amet ce 


Sol SSRilne= 
37| 25\..<. 
20) v22ice 5. 


Small 
Commu- 
Loss|\nities with| Loss 
per \more than| per 
Cent| Two |Cent 
Churches 
1890 1910 


Io. THE CHURCH ON GOOD LAND AND ON POOR LAND 


The soil and the agricultural surveys of Tompkins 


County have pointed out the marked contrast between 


the good soil of the northern part of the county and 
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the poor soil of the southern part. The northern 
towns are also more accessible to markets and railroad 
stations. Ulysses, Lansing, and Groton constitute 
the northern tier of townships, while Newfield, Danby, 
and Caroline constitute the southern tier. 

In Table 54 it will be observed that after making 
proper allowances for decline in Protestant population 
the churches in the southern or poor land tier compare 
very unfavorably with those of the northern or good 
land tier. In the northern tier the membership from 
the rural population has increased 19 per cent in pro- 
portion to Protestant population, while in the southern 
tier it has increased only 7 per cent. In the northern 
tier the attendance has declined 23 per cent, while 
in the southern it has decreased 26 per cent. Contri- 
butions per capita have increased 22 per cent in the 
northern tier, but have delined 26 per cent in the south- 
ern. In all three lines of activity the churches in the 
poor land regions compare unfavorably with those 
of the churches in the good land regions. The moral 
conditions and general character of the population 
are on the whole better in the northern than in the 
southern part of the county. The population on the 
poor soil declines faster in numbers, and in other re- 


spects also. The best people in the southern regions 
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are less hopeful as to the agricultural outlook and the 
rural prospects in general than their neighbors to 
the north. 


TABLE 54 
DECLINE oF CuuRcH ACTIVITIES ON Poor Sort AND ON Goop 
SOIL 
Gain per Cent | Loss per Cent | Percentage of 
in Membership | in Attendance | Gain or Loss 
Relative to Prot-| Relative to Prot-\in Expenditures 
estant Popula- | estant Popula- | per Capitain 
lion in 20 Years |tion in 20 Years 20 Years 
Southern or Poor Soil Tier... +7 —26 —26 
Northern or Good Soil Tier. . +19 —23 +22 
Member- 
3 ship in 3 
| Member-| Churches| 
S| ship of | of Larger} 8 
Membership | -$ | Churches | Villages | -8 
SD | in Large | after De- S 
§ | Villages | ducting § 
se Rural ~ 
Fy Mem’ ship] & 
1890 1910 1890 rgI0|1890 IgIO 
Southern or Poor Land Tier .. .}1,347]/1,045—|22.4]....]-...[..--]eee-|eceeee 
Caroline: Osicsiscssesierctosiceiss SOAS BSA weilcwvictelliere cies aeiei| levers ssi sas | cheers 
DANDY re ecisiiewiernsion oleale ee BOW SOT rel sitersillar erases aes ayell (ote oni hic eee aera 
Wewdieldtiwamessntiactscnesis Ee od Ma YY eae lege eas] en hoey Ac eOGT (eel Pace loi crouc 
Northern or Good Land Tier . . .|2,056}2,203-+|7.15]....]....J..--]e---]eeeeee 
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Wsansinee man etyascc sorties ATA S87 oc liveacl er seretl.s Sect ft alateres|ersiace heeseetees 
WL ySSesiattr cine cere nstoernctns 869]1,037..|.... 787| 872) 628| 7o2|/-+11.8 


TOMPKINS COUNTY—GOOD AND POOR LAND 217 


TABLE 54 (Continued) 


Church Members Resident in Per Cent 

Rural Communities Gain or Loss 
Southern or Poor Land Tier 1,347 1,045 —22.4 
Northern or Good Land Tier 986 1,060 + 7.5 
GSTOEOR GAS. c.care.c oss alone 331 Et ae ee Rh 
Pasi ye ranaicts sae w ekisteeres 414 NT dau of I, aan Se Rl 
WEY ssesivess ie siete se eeisiaree 241 33 Sian | erecta es 

Per Cent Actual 

of Rural Member- 


Protestant Popu- |Members | Normal | ship = 
lation of Rural | in Prot- |Member-|Following 


Communities estant | ship in | per Cent 
Popula- above 
tion Normal 
1890 IgIo 1890 I9I0 IgIo 
Southern or Poor Land Tier 
Dotan ciaecesisien ss 5,920 4,282 22.75 074. 7 
CarGlingse ise secittansctae 2,050 1,626 Sh BAA Reee 
DANDY parstsspistate alee oiote ereis 1,656 TRQOT New never Wl metyetaree Bil Rovere 
EEG rac (0 eto micrecuaretece nals 2,214 LAA Gs lbaereitce eed eaves ten | irene 
Northern or Good Land Tier 
PE GRD iirents cis iaiveenr 6 6,167 5,507 15.98 804 19 
OCOD ico icis-« places ay ou 2,125 1,870 ; pict Neocon 
PGAVISMIG a i5 foi stclpeverc caters wie =) 10 2,425 BAS Gey es Ae el Nrtiareete el Mire rere s 
UAV SSESU mre apc oreactartersalsicw 1,617 EATON neice rial nes stem || eles 
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TABLE 54 (Continued) 


231. 
Attendance Protestant 3 4 8 33 
from Rural| Per |Population & $ z rs 
Commu- | Cent | of Rural |% ES ° a3 
nities Loss | Commu- Kad x g gs 
nities | § 53/8 ee) 
ORS -paee 
$3) Ss. qa 
1890 IgQIO 1890 r910]/% q 
Southern or Poor Land Tier. . . 
Wotalsrsnc scowissre clocvetse severe 
Garolines.< 5. cssrensieicc eee 1,527| 823|—46.1]5,920]4,282/25.8 |1,105|25.5 
Danby acictows Mersieien ramets 486] 223]...... 2.050) E026 ou caval iaversteterters 
INewhields; on.u sanicoaetnce BOA SE Sit teatci sks T;056)25207 1/22 -c 0 wil cmteneeote < 
Northern or Good Land Tier SET 2oSisrereiaat 2QTAlT AAO ese cl ecilinete 5 
Motalirecee erccee tet 
GYOtont shine esters slates 1,158] 805/—30.5]6,167|5,507/18.78/1,051 |23.4 
Teansingsyc ccc rcieisiste cis onto nee 487|-204|...... 2TOSiL. O70 lawet, oleae 
Ulyssess.ctersiatenstac.ce cnsieeee 432) 30S \awacnt 2 ABS | 2,308 ctercrn) | aatercd pacers 
230| 206]...... 4,627 13,410). cic whwoes Pose 
Total Ex- 
penditures 
Total Ex- Big 
penditures | Village Total Ex- 
Total Ex- of Big Churches | penditures 
penditures™| Village | Deducting \from Rural 
Churches | Contribu- | Commu- 
tions of nities 
Rural At- 
tendants 
1890 1910 | 1890 Ig10 | 1890 IgIO | 1890 IQIO 
Southern or Poor Soil’ Tier i «| csrcee|ite es esik| eee aeons . |I1,114]5,968 
GATOR: ies attersrauisnovere. Sinise Vercsc erollle raters encerestt rere orl ekeieees 4,388)}2,18r 
Dat bycrertisi wisseuisreloveletacsficcres tani lievereiniel| reece etoekel enents 2,530/1,208 
Newiheldiinecsaiete sree Son locoasells 4,187|2,489 
Northern or Good Soil Tier . .|15,455/17,072|.....|...-.|--ee-]--e+ | 7,87518,745 
Grotoniterasicereiesieeeisiee.s 4,012] 3,286/2,695|2,279|2,276|2,052| 1,736]1,234 
Lansing) seit eaieitees SCV ANY okey Weer een 1 (atasic) excimer feeiabud ence 
Uy sees: sists to's stetersiere 7,586] 9,452|6,648|7,707|5,304\6,275| 2,282|3,177 


*In purchasing power. 
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TABLE 54 (Continued) 


Total Ex- Per Total Ex- Per Per 


penditures | Cent | penditures | Cent Cent 
from Rural | Gain | Including | Gain | PerCapita| Gain 
Communities | or Large or |Expenditure or 
Loss Villages Loss Loss 

1890 I9gIO0 1890 IgIO 1890 IgrIo 

Southern or 

Poor Soil Tier | 12,114|5;968|—46.3]......].....-]...--. 1.877|/1.393|(—25.8) 

Northern or 

Good Soil Tier | 7,875|8,745/+11 |15,455|17,072|-+10.5]1.277/1.562|(+22.3) 
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APPENDIX 


In the following table the figures are given showing 
for a single township the changes in prices of various 
articles in different years. The securing of such figures 
as these is the first step of the process by which the 
change in the cost of living was determined. (See 
Part I, sec. 6.) 
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CHRISTIAN UNITY AT WORK 


A volume setting forth Christian Unity as expressed in the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, which unites in 
service thirty Evangelical denominations, including in its Com- 
mission on the Church and Social Service a department of the 
Church and Country Life of which Gifford Pinchot is Chairman 
and Charles O. Gill an official representative. 


Edited by CHARLES S. MacFartanD, Secretary of the Council 
£1.00 net 


With every volume of CurisTIAN Unity aT Work a second 
volume of the Business Proceedings of the Second Quadrennial 
Council, containing full data, will be sent free. Postage to cover 
both, fifteen cents. 


May be ordered of the Book Department of the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christin America, 1611 Clarendon Building, 
215 Fourth Avenue, New York. 
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4 bas following pages contain advertisements of a 


few of the Macmillan books on kindred subjects. 


The Problem of Christianity 


IN TWO VOLUMES 


By Jostan Royce, LL.D., Litt. D. 


Professor of the History of Philosophy, Harvard University; Author of “Out: 
lines of Psychology,” ‘‘ The Philosophy of Loyalty,” ‘“‘ William James,” etc. 


Vol. I. The Christian Doctrine of Life. 
Vol. II. The Real World and the Christian Ideas. 


Cloth, t2mo, Set, $3.50 net; carriage extra 


A work of great importance to all students of religion and philosophy 
and to the general reader who keeps abreast with progress in these fields 
is Dr. Josiah Royce’s ‘‘The Problem of Christianity,” in two volumes, 
the first, “‘The Christian Doctrine of Life,” and, the second, “The Real 
World and the Christian Ideas.” 

Volume I is a study of the human and empirical aspects of some of the 
leading ideas of Christianity; Volume II deals with the technically 
metaphysical problems to which these ideas give rise. The two volumes 
are contrasted in their methods, the first discussing religious experience, 
the second dealing with its metaphysical foundations. They are, how- 
ever, closely connected in their purposes, and at the end the relations 
between the metaphysical and the empirical aspects of the whole under- 
taking are reviewed. 

The “Christian Ideas” which Dr. Royce treats as “leading and es- 
sential” are, first, the Idea of the “‘ Community,” historically represented 
by the Church; second, the Idea of the ‘‘ Lost State of the Natural Man,” 
and the third, the Idea of ‘‘Atonement,” together with the somewhat 
more general Idea of ‘‘Saving Grace.” 

“These three,’’ Dr. Royce says, ‘‘have a close relation to a doctrine 
of life which, duly generalized, can be, at least in part, studied as a purely 
human ‘philosophy of loyalty’ and can be estimated in empirical terms 
apart from any use of technical dogmas and apart from any metaphysical 
opinion. . . . Nevertheless no purely empirical study of the Christian 
doctrine of life can, by itself, suffice to answer our main questions. It is 
indeed necessary to consider the basis in human nature which the religion 
of loyalty possesses and to portray the relation of this religion to the 
social experience of mankind. To this task the first part of these lectures 
is confined, but such a preliminary study sends us beyond itself. 

The second part of these lectures considers the neglected philosophical 
problem of the sense in which the community and its Spirit are realities.” 


PUBLISHED BY 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 
Publishers 64-66 Fifth Avenue New York 


Social Idealism and the Changing Theology 


A Study of the Ethical Aspects of Christian Doctrine 


The Nathaniel William Taylor Lectures for 1912. Delivered be- 
fore the Yale Divinity School 


By GERALD BIRNEY SMITH 


Associate Professor of Christian Theology in the Divinity School of the 
University of Chicago 


Cloth, r2mo, $1.25 net; postpaid, $1.37 


” 


“ “Tt has for some time seemed to me,” says Gerald Birney Smith, 
in the preface to his new book, “‘that theological scholarship is in danger 
of pursuing a course which might end ina somewhat exclusive intellect- 
ualism. As the progress of Biblical criticism has compelled us to re- 
construct our conception of the way in which the Bible is to be used, the 
appeal to the Bible, which to Luther seemed so simple and democratic 
a matter, has become hedged in with considerations of critical scholarship 
difficult for those who are not specialists to comprehend. While theo- 
logians have been giving attention to the problems created by this phase 
of scholarship the movements of life in our day have brought to the front 
aspects of the social question sadly needing the guidance and the control 
which can be supplied only by an ethical religion. The utterances of 
theology, in so far as it has followed traditional paths, have been some- 
what remote from these pressing moral questions of social justice.” 

Professor Smith then says that the aristocratic conception of social 
guidance is gradually giving way to a democratic conception, and goes 
on to show how and why this change from aristocratic to democratic 
ideals has taken place, indicating wherein an understanding of the 
significance of this ethical evolution may aid in the reconstruction of 
theology. 

The author believes when this is clearly apprehended by theologians 
and ministers the reconstruction of religious beliefs may be more closely 
related to the great problems of social ethics, now looming so large and 
needing the help which a positive religious faith can supply. 

The work is divided into five sections, considering in turn ecclesiastical 
ethics and authoritative theology, the discrediting of ecclesiastical 
ethics, the moral challenge of the modern world, the ethical basis of 
religious assurance and the ethical transformation of theology. 


“Dr. Smith’s book should interest all those who are broad enough to 


realize that as the world advances, theological religion must also ad- 
vance.” —Pittsburgh Post. 


PUBLISHED BY 
THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 
Publishers 64-66 Fifth Avenue New York 


Christianizing the Social Order 


By WALTER RAUSCHENBUSCH 


Professor of Church History in Rochester Theological Seminary 
Author of ‘“ Christianity and the Social Crisis” 


$1.50 net; postpaid, $1.65 


Supplements the powerful message of “Christianity and the Social 
Crisis” as a study of present-day problems written with even greater 
insight and appeal. 


Christianity and the Social Crisis 


Cloth, r2mo, $1.50 net 


“Tt is of the sort to make its readers feel that the book was bravely 
written to free an honest man’s heart; that conscientious scholarship and 
hard thinking have wrought it out and enriched it; that it is written in a 
clear, incisive style; that stern passion and gentle sentiment stir at times 
among the words, and keen wit and grim humor flash here and there in 
the turn of a sentence. It is a book to like, to learn from, and, though 
the theme be sad and serious, to be charmed with.” —WN. Y. Times Sunday 
Review of Books. 


Social Religion 


By Scotr NEARING 
Author of “ Woman and Social Progress,” ‘‘ Social Adjustment,” etc. 


Cloth, r2mo, $1.00 net; postpaid, $1.13 


There is probably no more popular writer on present-day social prob- 
lems than the professor in the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. Dr. Nearing has a way of expressing his statements that 
makes an irresistible appeal to the general reader, and the interest once 
gained is held by the importance and absolute authoritativeness of the 
facts which he presents. In his new book he takes up the more deplorable 
elements in the modern social and industrial world, analyzing them in the 
light of a practical Christianity. The church-going public, the non- 
church goers and those who are openly opposed to the methods of the 
church of to-day should all find this book equally interesting, and no 
matter what the opinion of the reader may be he will be forced to admit 
the truth of the author’s argument. Dr. Nearing’s final presentation of 
a religion that is really social, a religion the function of which is ‘‘to 
abolish ignorance and graft and to provide for normal manhood and 
adjusted life toward which society may strive” is particularly suggestive. 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 
Publishers 64-66 Fifth Avenue New York 


The Rural Life Problem in America 


By THe RicHtT HONORABLE Sir HoRACE PLUNKETT 


Cloth, r2mo, $1.25 net; postpaid, $1.35 


To the writing of The Rural Life Problem of the United States, the au- 
thor, the Right Honorable Sir Horace Plunkett, brings an unique expe- 
rience. He spent ten years ranching and farming in this country, and 
has been throughout his life a close student of rural life here, especially 
in connection with the Federal State Department activities for agricul- 
tural development. Twenty years of his life he devoted to agricultural 
organization in his native Ireland. For eight of these years he was in 
Parliament and was mainly instrumental in securing the creation in 1900 
of the Irish Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction. 

Sir Horace is already well known as a writer upon social and economic 
questions. The present book was written at the request of many of his 
American friends who had read a series of articles from his pen which 
appeared recently in The Outlook upon Conservation and Rural Life. 

“The author has made a deep and careful study of his subject and 
students of economic problems will read his observations with much 
interest.”—San Francisco Cail. 


The American Rural School 
By H. W. Focat 
Cloth, illustrated, r2mo, $1.25 net; by mail $1.35 


This book is intended for rural school teachers, superintendents and 
school board members; for teachers’ reading circles, normal school train- 
ing classes, and all the public at large who are interested in the profound 
movement to make our American rural life richer and its labor more 
effective by means of schools adapted to the changing needs of rural 
society and the demands of modern life. 

‘“‘He gives in one volume a summary of the discussions by competent 
leaders on the subjects of organization, administration, maintenance, 
supervision, training, salaries of teachers, sanitation, esthetic problems, 
gardens, clubs, manual training, libraries, hygiene and consolidation.” 


—Dial. 
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